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| know | am not alone in my love for the natural world. From childhood,
family walks and the nature table at primary school fostered my interest.
Television takes us beyond the local, enabling us to see creatures in natural
habitats which we can never hope to visit, the superb photography
presenting us with breathtaking scenes. All too often, however, we are also
confronted with distressing messages about pollution, habitat loss and
endangerment or, worse still, extinction of animals. | am left wondering
what | can do about it.

The answer is complicated but part of it, | am sure, is to treasure what we h:
around us. The contributors to this edition do just that. Trevor Dobie write:
eloquently of the wildlife in his garden. Anna Forbes describes her inspiratio
work for ARK, Gareth Harris his patient championing of the dormouse and Louis
Cookson her care of her bees. Ellie Tull,
Morgan Taylor and Henry Maulik show how
the natural environment in Marlborough and
its surroundings has inspired them in different
4 ways. John Priceds
29 connexions of the Victorian nature writer,
Richard Jefferies, with Marlborough shows that
this is nothing new. By way of contrast, Lily
Smith shares with us her transformative

‘ experience of volunteering in Gunjuhope

B 7 ‘ you enjoy this stroll through the Marlborough
/. ' Y " ,»“ 3 countryside and beyond
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Spring - a positive time of year. Leaves unfurl and the first flowers reveal
their bright, happy colours. Daylight hours increase and a frenzy of wildlife

activity returns to the garden. The small pond is full of frog spawn and newts
are returning, unexpectedly, after
haven. A visiting heron has its patience rewarded by a meal of an unwary
frog. Blue and Great tits squabble for the best nest boxes, while blackbirds,
thrushes, robins and chaffinches start their dawn chorus. As the clocks
change, nest building is well under way and birds gather moss from the
unruly lawn. Insects increase in number$ vital for the food chain.

April rolls into May, hatching
whilst the first swallows and swifts announce their return. A gree
woodpecker hops around the lawn, probing ant nests for food. Finch
squabble over the sunflower hearts while starlings boldly and greedily en
the window feeders. A blackcap patrols the wildlife hedge, his wonder
warble betraying his perch. Occasionally, a sparrowhawk swoops in fc
meal!

As summer arrives, juvenile birds beg food from harassed parents. T
trail camera reveals visits of muntjac, foxes and hedgehogs. Bats hunt al
the pond on balmy evenings. (Sadly, slow worms are yet to return follow
the recent school development.)

Nights lengthen, autumn approaches, summer visitors depart and frog
|l eave the pond. Dragonflies | ay
wings crackling on rushes and stones. With the first frosts, the natural he
begins to drop its leaves revealing previously hidden bird nests. Foragin
restricted during the cold months as natural food becomes scarce. Sr
birds depend more on feeders. Sunflower hearts are favoured, along \
mealworms and suet pellets. Loose flocks of finches and tits vi
periodically, brightening up the winter scene.

Hidden in the bleakness of winter, amphibians
up residence in the untidy corners of the garden
piles give shelter to hibernating hedgehogs whil
provides a roost for many birds and insects. \ k

Spring is not far awa: (o

gy |

Fox by Pond (night vision camera)



Acti on For The Rhwae IForK

The River Kennet is a rare chalk stream flowing through the centre of the

town. We have otter, water vole, kingfisher, brown trout and a host of other

native wildlife in Marlborough. They thrive because they have a healthy
river, i.e. the habitats that these creatures need is present and is joined up.

As a Project Officer and Volunteer-@dinator for the charity Action for the
River Kennet (ARK), my days are varied, from running our education projec
(such as Eels in School over three months with five schools) to finding funding
make projects happen. | really enjoy working with schools and groups to conn
them with their river. Both involve getting in the river, having fun and expandir
peopleds knowledge about their rive
the town now know whatcased cadslis

Currently I am running a river restoration project in Manton and planning one
for Ramsbury and Little Bedwyn. Stonebridge Wild River Reserve is such an a
to the town and, through our volunteer tasks and community days there, so m:
people are playing an active part in conservation at the reserve, both in the r
and on land. Having a great team of over 170 volunteers means we can de
high quality work in an economical way.

We can all contribute to preserving the Kennet; here are some suggestions:

8§ Reduce water use (the less we use the more is left to keep our river flowin

8 Buy phosphat&ee cleaning products.

8 Start gardening with native plants that cope with long dry periods ar
sudden downpours.

8§ Consider creating a rain garden (less need for watering and creating pl:
for rain to slowly permeate into the ground)

8 Riparian owners could have a buffer strip of native marginal vegetation alc
the riverbank great habitat for any species, preventing erosion and filterin
runoff.

8§ Join ARK (every project we deliver needs funding, membership is £20 a y:
for an individual or just £30 for a family).

8§ Become an ARK volunteercontact anna@riverkennet.org or visit our
website for the latest Volunteer Programme.

For more information visit our website www.riverkennet.org or follow us or
Facebook www.facebook.com/riverkennet.



Keeping Bees Loui se Coo

What made you want to keep bees?

| grew up on a farm and would often go to small local shows. There was alw
a bee tent. | loved the smell of the wax and the honey and seeing all you coulc
with bees. They are fascinating.

How long have you kept bees?

For 14 years. | have 4 hives in my garden. | can walk down at any time of
day and see what my bees are doing, watch them and see what they need.
What are the pleasures of beekeeping?

Thereds t he probaeyars waxfOndelya urdérstardshow
the hive wor ks, which takes some ye;:
gentl e with the bees. ltds al so v
Association. We have monthly bee meetings where we have bee teas and eat
| have learnt a lot from them.

Are there any problems?
Most hives have the varroa mite. We have to manage it by using a serie!

chemical treatments in the autumn af
off the bees through the mesh floor. | get stung every now and again. | have b
up a resistance and it feels like t1l

in my face and | have learnt to wear a bee suit.
What is the honey like?

As | live near the forest, wateeadows, farms and gardens my bees have acce
to a range of plants. Rape greatly influences the honey; it can set solid in a we
you have to make sure you get it out of the frame in time. Some people thinl
smells cabbagebut | like it. Tree honey (lime, horse chestnut, sweet chestnut)
darker. Summer honey taste<
more floral. s
Do they have favourite g
flowers? -

Bees prefer single flower
They love snowdrops, aconit
and hellebores early in tf
season. Ivy is a good la
source of nectar in the autunm
but the honey |
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Planning Permission & Building Regulations : . o
Retired after 40 years : Retired prices!

T:01672 511412 | m: 07791 341698 Call for a free quotation

email: alex@addraughting.co.uk 01380 724897 : 07960 2000086
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ontact: Alex Dawso!
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JEAN UPTON Contact the specialists
All types of fencing supplied and erected
2 Driveways and road constructon
& PRESENTS LARGE AND SMALL
OLD HUGHENDEN YARD, HIGH STREET Quality assured to 1SO 9001:2000
MARLBOROUGH SN8 ILT Tel: 01672 810315
TeL (01672) 516 065 Email: cw.cw@btinternet.com

FINE QUALITY LEATHER GOODS

~= | H Fumiture Restorer, Upholsterer

The Hair and Trichology Clinic l o Cabinet Make
Hair & scalp consultant who can treat and advise you about = s
scalp disorders, psoriasis, dermatitis, itching, hair loss etc. X X ﬂ t
Wig, Hair Design, Affordable hairdressing. rm Qrennan

7 High Street, Chiseldon, only 7 miles from Marlborough
01793 740147
www. hairandtrichology.co.uk

)m:.-p.u/i Farm, Ilul[l.l_q.' ,\lul/ﬁumu.q/;.s' \NS BT

M: 07769 833 939

CHARLES S. WINCHCOMBE & SON LTD. est. 1932
THOMAS FREE & SONS est. 1875 @

FOURTH GENERATION INDEPENDENT FAMILY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN

www.wiltshirefunerals.co.uk
wiltshirefunerals@gmail.com

01672 512110 01380 722500

Albert House, Registered Office: Winchcombe House,
The Parade, Marlborough, SN8 INE. 37, New Park Street, Devizes, SN10 1DT.




Each property is equipped with 24-hour
emergency systems and every development
benefits from beautiful landscaped gardens,
communal facilities such as lounge, guest
suites, resident house/estate managers and
on-site parking.

Availability and more information about
each development - Osprey Court (NW3
7AA) near West Hampstead, Heathside
(NW11 7SB) near Golders Green,
Challoner Court (BR2 OAB) in Bromley and
Town Mill (SN8 TNS) in Marlborough -
can be viewed on the website

www.ospreymec.co.uk




Clergy Letter Bi shop An

To sit alone in a country church is companionable solitude: a volume of
silence. I'm at St Michael's, Tidcombe, prior to taking a service for its
rededication next weekend: writing my sermon in the church seemed
appropriate and ought, | thought, allow the place tgpermeate my words a
little. Major repairs to these lively stones were being undertaken, following a
heroic fundraising effort- then, as happens in so many similar cases, thieves
arrived by night and used the scaffolding to remove lead from the roof,
rolling it up in heavy carpets, carting it away through the graveyard.

Such ruinous seasons of metal thetimetimes being inflicted multiple times
on the same churchare almost beyond endurance for those already shoulderin
the massive cost of our built heritage. The Church of England looks after a startl
forty-five percent of all Grade | listed buildings in the country, and each one has
be sustained by voluntary effodften by tiny communities, as in Tidcon®e.
it's an amazing, praiseworthy feat that the majority of England's 15,700 pat
churches are in such good shape and a defiant sign of life that St Michael's h
gleaming new roof (this time, in tecoated stainless steel).

Church buildings run by subtle semiotics: they are always signifying somett
just out of sight.Undernegthreads a tombstonethe word embellished for
emphasis 'are deposited the mortal remains of Edward Tanner, many years
inhabitant of this parish'. Rustily caged, an enclosure for creatures long depat
the monument points to what is beyond and invites you to imagine it, grisly
glorious. Because they express investment in what cannot be seen (barely
articulated), these emblems are potent beyond belief. We are unable to grasy
thing signified, so the physical sign becomes a vital proxy. This instinct can,
course, be baneful (as any parish priest knows) but to suppress or ignore it is f
for it can also point us to paradise.

The font in Tidcombe church is a fine example. Perhaps because it doe:
belong to anyone in particidrut thousands of lives, fondly or briskly christened
- its personal significance is both diffused and amplified. In buttery limestor
faintly striated, it is deep and beautiful thinghought to be Saxon and to date
from around 850AD. Being so soaked in assockawah bawling, aspirant life,
and the Christ of this placthe St Michael's font fairly pulses.

We can no more evacuate divine meaning from the material world as live in
clouds. This is why we shall continue to replace the church roof and thermome
our appeals to heaven. My sermon complete, | sketch the font in 6B, enjoy a si
sandwich, then leave.




Dor mouse: Wil dl cdreet I5 uHp

The wooded landscapes surrounding Marlborough, characterised by the
Savernake Forest and West Wood, support the dormouse, a superstar of
woodlands by night.

The dormouseMuscardinus avellah&iassmall rodent, with the large eyes of a
nocturnal species, and the characteristic furry tail. The dormouse is sensitive
weather and climate (impacting their food and hibernation) and as the effects
climate change are felt, concern for dormouse populations increases. The dorme
is a protected species and a national and local priority for conservation.

Dormice use a wide variety of habitats, from Hezaad woodland, to conifer
plantations, to hedgerows, scrub and coastal gorse. They should be consider
species of wooded landscapes, rather than just woodlands, using the hedgerow
scrub networks to move through the landscape.

ltds | i kely that dormice have been
well known by local woodsmen who often found them when coppicing hazel al
sweet chestnut. Dormice have been formally recorded in the Savernake Forest ¢
at least 1975 and studied in detail since the 2000s. Today, members of Wilts
Mammal Group, with the support of Forestry Commission and local Estate
undertake detailed monitoring of dormice at three locations near Marlborouc
This work is undertaken by volunteers and contributes to the National Dormou
Monitoring Programme; a national sc
Endangered Species. The iwrgn monitoring of the NDMP indicates that
dormice are declining in large parts of the UK. And unfortunately, this is ot
experience of monitoring in the woodlands surrounding Marlborough.

The reasons for these declines, whether nationally or locally, are complex
interactive. Climate change is certainly contributing to this by impacting upon fo
availability and hibernation, whilst loss of habitats to built development ar
changes in land management combine to reduce habitat suitability and to isc
small populations. On the other hand, landowners, such as the Fores
Commission, work hard to sustain the dormouse population within the Saverne
Forest and wider area.

With thanks to the Forestry Commission for supporting dormouse monitorin
in the Savernake Forest.

Further information
Wiltshire Bat Group & Wiltshire Mammal Group

Nati onal Dor mouse Monitoring Programme: http



Nature and Landscrmipee P

With these photos, | have drawn on my love of nature and landscape photogray
which | have done projects on in mytével Photography classes at school. | have
drawn inspiration from abstract nature photographers such as Byron Jorjori;
showcasing the natural form of the cactus and the grass, taken on my visit to F
Garden Wisley in Surrey. The mist photo was taken in mydvillagdly like how

the mist comes through the trees, coming menacingly towards the viewer. | h
chosen to convert my images into black and white, because, as war photogra
Don McCullin has said, bl ack and whi

PhotEo:Gareth Harris. Aut umn
dormice greatly increase thei
pile on their fat reserves.op

Ma 1
ior
part



Ri chard Jef-X&87)esAnd 84
Mar | bor Pargth 1 John Pr|

Richard Jefferies, the Victorian writer, was born at Coate Farmhouse (now a
Museum to his memory) situated just before the Coate Water roundabout as
one approaches Swindon.

Best known for his nature writings, suchAdlsl Life in a Southern County, The
Gamekeeper at Home, and Round About a GreatlEstaimte a boys' adventure
book, Bevisand a remarkable apocalyptic nodier Londowhich imagines the
flooding of the Thames Valley following an unspecified disaster that has destro
London and dammed t he Th a mEhe Storyof My s
Heartdivides opinion as much as Marmite is reputed to do; and he also wrote
series of novels of varying quality.

Jefferies spent much of his childhood roaming the downs between Marlborou
and Swindon, and thought nothing of walking 20 to 30 miles a day. It was frc
these walks, and the observations he recorded in his notebooks, that he drew
material for his many nature essays.

Richard undoubtedly knew Marlborough well, but only rarely refers to it k
name. I n his novel s-anapprbpaatecame Ks itov@svae
borough over the downs. Even the Marlborough Road from Coate to the ne
Commonhead roundabout was referred to in many of his works as tt
00Overborough Road6. The first refer
writings was when he was looking for work as newspaper reporter having been
work ill - with the TB that later killed him so young. In a letter to his aunt of 187
he says,; 0OThere remains a paper at
quite ready to employ me, but said they could give but a small price, quoting a
which absolutely would not buy me a
paper was The Marlborough Times.

Two other specific references are to Savernake Forest, which he knew well,
about which he wrote an essay tit\darlborough Foiasivhich he eulogises the
beech trees. This is reprinted in Edward Thormagdills and the Valed A
Summer Day in Savernakeisommiblished ihandscape and Labmllected by
John Pearson.

10



Nat ur e: An As s etor g tTa

Despite what | now know to be a constructed landscape, the creation of
which has contributed to sweeping declines in biodiversity, the rolling
patchwork farmland of the Marlborough downs shaped my understanding
and appreciation of nature. It was evident that everything had a place. The
badger in its sett, buzzard in its tree, bumblebee in its meadow. Each animal
played its part and made the landscape what it was; what | would now
describe as delivering ecosystem function. This bucolic vision is obviously
shrouded by childish misinterpretation, and by now a fair share of
retrospective embellishment of memory, which adds to the poetry of it all,
but doesn't detract from the fact that some of my most abiding memories
relate to events where people intentionally damaged nature. | remember the
hunts, the spraying of pesticide, corvid traps, poisoned badgers.

Conserving nature is not just a question of morality, but a fundament
requirement; it's not hyperbolic to state that we are edéipglgdent upon nature
to survive, yet we consistently degrade it. As an ecologist | suppose it is there
my role to counteract this as far as possible, either through enforcing the rules
educating those most likely to cause an impact.

My work has several focuses. We are most often engaged to support r
development schemes, identifying ecological constraints in relation to legal
planning policy compliance, and finding solutions which enable works to proce
whilst protecting and improving biodiversity.

This whole approach may be subject to change in coming years. The emerge
of a concept known as Biodiversity Net Gain represents a potential tipping poi
The idea, put forward in a consultation in late 2018, is that measurable gain:
biodiversity (assessed using a metric which calculates the value of an area of h:
based on its type, condition and quality) are delivered on all nhew developm

schemes and enshrined in | egislatiol
helping to write guidance on it and am still none the wiser myself), and importar
how effective BNG is in improving t

first step; albeit 60 years, thousands of hectares of irrepl&eddtale and
millions of birds, bats and invertebrates too late.

The end goal should be for nature to be seen as an asset, something to be va
i mproved and protected, not an i ssu.
kept away from where we | ive and wol
helping to deliver this. Garden for wildlife, put up a bird box, lobby your local MF
or become an ecologist.

11



St. @o8nhudent s: Wher e
No 3: Henry Ma.l

How school and the Kennet shaped my life

When | think of Marlborough, countless fond memories spring to mind.
Being lucky enough to have lived there for eighteen years before university,
Marlborough has played an important role in shaping my life. It was at St

Johndos School where | first devel op
that | later went on to study at university.
Tower and Town is also something t|

in Marlborough. I in fact used to deliver a number of magazines on my bicycle
my grandparents for the sizeable sum of one pound (unfortunately, not per cc

either)! I 6d I i ke to think that i f
would be some recognition of infl a
however.

My time at St Johnds will al ways b

all of my close friends now were fellow students and many of our most memora
moments are still from our time in Marlborough. From snow days in Treacle Bo
to catching bullheads in the River Kennet, on reflection | always feel very fortun:
to have grown up in these surroundings.

The River Kennet itself shaped a key part in my interest of Environment
Science. Whilst studying for myLévels the Kennet and its associated flora and
fauna formed part of my Environmental Case Study. | spent many hours in
somewhat suspect inflatable boat paddling, and at times sinking, up and down
length of the river recording the wildlife. Kingfisher sightings near the old railw:
line, hundreds of brown trout and stream water crowfoot by Chiltern Foliat are b
a few of the species that can Qe e :
found within t h&s

Throughout my case study | hg®
the privilege to meet some of t
members and volunteers fg
Action for the River Kennegs
(ARK) whose magnificent wor,
and dedication to the Rives
ensures the continued preservat

0 f Its ARK Volunteers River Resto

ecosystem at Stonebridge Wild River Re: _w'. 2
’ May 201§



Wil dlife Rambl essan Demps

Screeching Swifts

At this time of year, one of the most visible and audible birds is the swift,
parties of which screech loudly as they perform aerial acrobatics overhead.
Almost pure black, with long, sweptback wings, their appearance was
described beautifully by Edwar-dA3hof
the bow had flown off with the arrov

Swifts arrive from AfricainmMay and t hey GAuyust.bTeheirg o
scientific nameApus suggests, incorrectly, that they are footless. In heraldry
swifts were used as a symbol for the fourth son of a houdehbépless creature
unable to plant his feet on the land.

A common misconception is that swifts and swallows are closely related; in f:
the nearest relatives of the swifts are the tropical hummingbirds.

Feeding on insects caught on the wing, swifts demonstrate several behavio
adaptations that enable them to cope with bad weather, especially rain. The pal
have a remarkable ability to fly around depressions; English birds have b
recorded feeding over Germany, coveringl@00 miles on such ralndging
excursions. Meanwhile, the fatmprived chicks can enter a period of torpor with
body temperature and metabolism reduced sufficiently for them to survive up to
hours.

Most amazing of all is the fact that, once the young birds leave the nest higt
the eaves of a tall building, they may not land again until they are mature enoug
make their own nest, up to four years later. At night they roost on the win
circling for hours high in the sky
distance flight is avirespiring; estimates of 500 miles per day mean that a bir
known to be 20 years old had covered 3.65 million miles in its lifetintbat
with a zerecarbon footprint!

13



Wh ast On I n A U gu gusleum £3 (u 16s fre

Every 2nd Satu
Regular events: 10-12 noon Library. M
Every Monday Dyslexia Association.

6pm Recreation Ground, Salisbury Road. Bowls Club. 07729 452143
7.30pm Christchurch. Marlborough Choral Saociety. A u

qu st cal
7.459pmBelr i ngi ng practice George
Preshute. To 10 August: Marlborc
Every Tuesday 27Ju|;613t8eptembta:/
2.45pm The Parl our, Chri L.L ts.ho
. ?E ). nat|onaltrust org. u
Fellowship. t
7.309pmBelr i nging practice at! St MEYYss
Marlborough. 1pm Mildenhall Village

Every Wednesday Lunch. Visitors £6. 861

10am Jubilee Centre. DsiopTea/Coffee. 12.30 1.05pm Marlborough C
Lunch Dr Peter King. Free.

12.30pm St Georgeods, PreS%SpmMCE""?Ehﬁaé

Picnic. A special service for U5s & carers followed by d he
a picnic lunch(First Wednesday) oor.

1.303.30pm Town Hall. Sunshine Club for the over ~ P™ MC Ellis Theatre.
55s. door.
7.309pmBelr i nging practice a&t(Fdd d3%hnss
Mildenhall. 7.30pm Town Hall. Blu
7309. 30pm St Maryds Chur c #251emVyhite Hyrge,
Community ChoirEvery Wednesday duristigngym 8pm MC Me m

Every Thursday Ford: Sing
10-30-12noon Kennet Valley Hall, Lockeridge. 5 Monday)
Singing for the Brain. AI290RaKeetValay
776481(Every Thursday duringjtesn Embroider el
7-8.30pm Wesley Hall, Oxford St. Hangout & 6Tradition:
Devotion. Youth Club. welcome.

5.15pm MC Ellis Theat
Joys & Quirks of Englis
on door.

8pm Ellis Theatre. Harr

Every Friday
10-12 noon Christchurch Crush Hall. Food bank.
Every Friday a¥Aprsidlt DrecaynbEel )
10amd4pm 132 High Street SN8 1HN. Marlborough
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). 66 Tuesday)
5.15pm MC Ellis Theatre. Talk by Max Stafford:

larlborough & District PMQS: 6[3e mocratic Exerci
Drap advice. Help line: Eyeso. '_6‘5 on door.
8pm MC Memorial Hall. Gala Performance. The Revd
Ri chard Coles: O6From Pop

Tickets ONLINE at summerschool.co.uk; BY
PHONE 01672 892388; IN PERSON at Summer
School Office or Sound Knowledge or ON THE
DOOR SIL_JbAeC'[ fo avallatbllg/ K]

yugh College Summer School.
Avebury. National Trust

Summer of Platyh et avail e
k/avebury 538036 7(Wednesday )
5.15pm MC Ellis Theatre. Lecture by Sibella Laing:
6 Power behind the Veil 0.
Hall. Floral Club: Summer
579 ) ) 7.30pm Wesley Hall, Oxford Street. WI. Speaker:
Janet Howell: O6Flora & F

ollege Chapel. Organ Recital: members and guests welcome.

t h,

e. Lecture by Roger Viitos: & (Thursday) _ N
> World of the 183®N¢ Chapel Qugqn Regitl wliam Fox Frep,

5.15pm MC Ellis Theatre. Lecture by Mark Cottle:
The Aldbourne Band. £50on 0 Photographic Odyssey: S
Expedition Captured on Camera. £5.
"NFriday)
s Night featuring Jimmy Hall. 6pm MC Ellis Theatre. Concert: Singing for Pleasure
300kshop. Course Celebration. Free.
srial Hall. Gal8® MMC Meqpdd &l ddidr CGa

Sing Sing!é A Mpgi ¢ of  Niekets at summ@rschboleuk;
01672 892388; at Summer School Office or Sound Knowledge or

ON THE DOOR subject to availability.
Hall, Lockeridge. Marlboroughgt v £ i gny)Sunday)

's0 Guild. Tal l?\/larfbaroug}ﬁ R&ihgPHilihgPthe I%dwh \ﬁlt}‘u Music.

=

9

1l and Reglonalhl donesian Bat Ever
O(Saturda4yp)m]9h(m8unday)4p:lmlam
Al dbourne Memori al Hal |

re. Talk by Tim Moorey: The

h to a Crossword Setter. £5 Exhibition & Sale. £2 towards Memorial Hall.

11" Sunday)
y the Piano. £5 on door. 8am The Common. Car Boot Sale. Cars £8, Vans £10
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In aid of Wiltshire Air Ambulance.
14" Wednesday)

7.45pm Wesley Hall, Oxford Street. Gardening Association. Talk by Brigit

Strawbridge: 08B

umbl ebeesd.

30h (Friday)d 9h September (Monday)

r doc

hei
totf e

Various Times. The Common. Gi ffo
572573.
JULY EDI TI ON: APOLOGY
We apol oAgcitsieo itéor dnegl ecting to say that t
Rwanda has been funde®ebysl ehes tpd ad/ee rilso
marlborough
Marlborough 2 -
literature festival

Ben Okri
Joanne Harris
and much more

Lead sponsor

]

BREWIN
DOLPHIN

26 — 29 September 2019

Plus The Big Town Read with Raynor Winn,
author of bestseller The Salt Path

Robert Harris Carol Ann Duffy
lan Rankin David Baddiel

Rugatered charity no. 1149252

9.30am - 12.30pm
Marlburian Social Centre
SN8 1PA

Cakrs

e

Stories and-_s,ung}-:,—‘.

Crafts

Bouncy Castle

Water Games

%\m Course
-

———

. Orgaiung by Mariborcugh Crurches Togesber
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Famil|l ycdhgwised by Jessy Po

Dennis Silk CBE (8 October 193119 June 2019) was educ:
at Christ's Hospital and Cambridge, where he read histc
captained the cricket XHe went on to play firslass amate! N
cricket over many years, captaining MCC touring sides on
foreign tours. He served as Chairman of the Test and ¢
Cricket Board and as MCC President, later Honorary Life
President.

He taught history at Marlborough and was housemaster
(Silk and Beer, in A1 and A2 respectively, were a memorablebpmn)Thomhm
and then of C1 (with mudbved wife Diana) before moving on to become
Warden of Radley Collegdarlborough remembers him particularly for his
coaching (together with Martin Harrison) of the 1963 1st XV rugby side whic
uniquely not only had an unbeaten season but also had no try scored aga
them.It was during his time at Marlborough that he got to know Siegfried Sassoc
at the time living in Heytesbury, becoming an expert on his work and much
demand for his talks on and readings of the great WWIHmédater became
President for Life of the Siegfried Sassoon Fellovikipime at Radley led a
fellowrheadmaster to deem that he had made it into one of the best public scho
in England. (Radley was selected by the BBC for its documentaryubdides
Schodl

He was made a CBE in the 1995 New Year's Honours List for services to cricl
and educationWe send our sympathy and gratitude for his life to wife Diana anc
children Kate, Alexandra, Tom and William.

Many people will remembEred Palmer who was a pupil at Marlborough
Grammar School from 1948 to 1957. When he left he went to Reading Univers
to do a degree and PhD in agriculture. His father was a farmer at Puthall Farm,
the A4, east of Marlborough so he had an understandable interest in agriculture.

He worked around the world from Mexico to Pakistan to East Africa. He wa
involved with the Ford Foundation and their development of high yielding strair
of wheat and maize known as the "green revolution".

In retirement he and his wife, Peggy, (also MGS) lived in France where Fi
died recently at the age of 81. We send our condolences to his family.

*kkkkk

Much gratitude to everyone who has sent in items for this page. Please k
them coming! Without you there would be no Family News.
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A Good Read Debby Gue

'The time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard

in our land' Except, of course, itisnt-hands up i f youdve
lately? Thought not....the turtle dove has been on the endangered list in the
UK for more than twenty years, along with numerous other species, victims

of intensive farming and habitat destruction.

But in one corner of Sussex, turtle doves and other birds, beasts and insects
staging a comeback. In her aweirthing bookWilding Isabella Tree describes
what happened on the Knepp Estate, when the author and her husband Chg
Burrell accepted that farming the heavy clay soil on their land was becoming ¢
less sustainable. They took the decision to allow the land to revert to its natt
state. Simple enough?he policy presented quite as many challenges a
conventional farming tree guards, yes or no? Should they intervene when free
ranging stock was endangering, or being endangered by, walkers on the es
What would be the effect of simply giving up trying to drain the land and allowi
the river to revert to its floodplain? They sought guidancean@mge of experts,
and endured headadhducing discussions with assorted Government ard non
Governmental agencies over grants and subsidies. The book charts the gra
alteration from farmland to a habitat teeming with a variety of wilbkifes,
butterflies, dung beetles, skylarks, deervdkhpigs and cattle, fungi, owls, and
dragonflies balancing just enough scientific data with describing the practicaliti
of the project.

Wildingi s t hi s vy e arRikard deffenes 8acietyBihite Hdise Bool
Prize for Nature Writitthapters are prefaced with literary quotes reminding us o
the social and cultural aspects of natural history and the importance of experien
the natural world to promote wk#ing. The people of the Yukon in Canada and
Alaska understand that importance, and live it. One of the runners up for the F
WHB prize was Adam Weymouth, vKihgs of the Yukon, an elegiac account
of a 2,000 mile journey by canoe, observing a natural wilderness, and the symk
relationship between the indigenous people of the region and the Gafraon
O0kingsbo of t he title. 't s a rel :
industrialisation having fundamentally affected the habitat and ecosystems. A
Weymouth is appearing at the Literature Festival in September to talk about
joyous and despairing book.
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Ar t s Revi ew Gabriell a

This mont hds r eviSuwmwnercExhibdtions201%iothehRoyalh e
Academy andAugustus John. Drawn from Lifeat the Salisbury Museum.

This was my f i Semner\Exhdition 201 9Bedazhled byRied s
magnificence of Burlington House itself, the grand courtyard and plush staircase I
ing to the first floor, | eventually reached the entrance to Wohl Central Hall, the fir
6r oomd of t he ex hi bi t i-oodmator, the painteriJocp |
McFadyen RA, plays on the British love of animals and the traditional popularity
pictures of pets, mixing the real with the imagined, the domestic with the wild and

cute with the fierced. In describing
cifically a piece by Banksy, t lKKeepOui n-
sets the tone for the exhibition: art
And that is precisely the central m

abandonment, waste, pollution, destruction and decay are the threads running thrc
this tapestry of intrigue and wonderment. This year, the RA received over 16,000 ¢
missions.

Gallery 11l is the largest and most spectacular hanging space at the Academy. ¢
ping in, you are blown away by the enormity of some of the paintings, and the fluic
of arrangement between painting and photography. The oustanding piece for me in
room was David Hepherdé6s housing bloc
John ConeHayWkimvé s h O6Wayned graffitied

Thereds so much | could say about th
wi sh | could have bought! Being surrc
thrilling. It is a wakeup call to the world we are living in, and what it is becoming.

On your next visit to Salisbury, make a point of visitindubestus John: Drawn
from Life exhibition at the Salisbury Museum. This is a small, intimate show
selected drawings, paintings, etchings and sculptures by, arguably, the most tals
British draughtsman of the twentieth century. His drawings are rightly compared
those of the Great Masters of the Renaissance. They are beyond exquisite. Studi
his first wife, Ida Nettleship, and of his great friend and poet, WB Yeats are partict
standouts. This is a modest yet stunning exhibition, which | encourage you to see.

P.S. Filed at home in and amongst many other things is a photograph of my gi
grandfather (an artist) with two of his great friends, Augustus John, and renowned I
artist, Willy Conor (by coincidence a family relative also) painting together in Irels
before the First World War.

Summer Exhibition 2019 at the RA 10 Juned 12th August 2019.
Augustus John: Drawn from Life Salisbury MuseumtiBlayd 29h September
2019
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Mar |l borough Churches

Usual Sunday Service ti mes

Christchurch, New Road (Methodist)
9. 00amervice with Communion (1lst Sur
10. 30aMorning Service with Junior Chu

Society of Friends, Friends Meeting H
10. 30aMeeting for Worship

St Ge®rglPreshute (C of E)

8. 00amMoly Communion (1st and 3rd Sur

10. 00aAl | Age Service (1lst Sunday)
Parish Communion (other Sundays

St John the Baptist, Minal (C of E)
8. 00amMoly Communion BCP (2nd Sunday)
9.30amarish Communion (1st and 3rd ¢

St Mmyrybehind the Town Hal/l (C of E)
8. 00amMoly Communion (BCP on 4th Sunoc

10. 00am | Age Worship (1st Sunday): F
Juni or Church and c¢cr che on al/l

5.30pmnf ormal service except on 1lst

St Thomas More, George Lane (Roman Ca
11.a0M® Sung Mass (See also bel ow)

Mar | borough Coldreeges hSoewnviatest he Col | e

Weekday Services
St Mary Holy Communion: 10.30am Wedne
St ThomadMaMesrre 10. 00am Mon, Tues, Wed

St Ge®drget. 30pm Weds: Tea Time foll owe

12.30 pm (1st Wednesday): Ted
a special service for Ubs & c
| unch
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Marl borough Church Cc

Fr John Bl acker The Revd Tim Novis
513_2|615r,lbqrough@cathoI8i902vxzeOb9.;ortgw.gmk@marIborought
Parish Priest, St ThomashiMer cmBpllEth6G6Hh Col | e

The Revd Dr Janneke Rlagehlean®Rosedal e

89229 blokland@gmai |l .5c@em0&chel @pmaidlb m
Assi stantM&Lhlapd md mgh COwelnbeegre, The Religious So

The Revd Heather Cooperd
8922®Wdat her . cooper 432 ntirnet\%rTwr

e
Minister, Christchurcftﬁﬁll sﬁ)(f%gf’]ugrc

The Revd Dr David Mauyr.i

au Wil lis
5141d8&vi d_maurice2000 @y. +9SMan licanteam@t i
AssocNiatieMael borough A:pl n : 9 '
Team mgli'can Team Office, Ch
Silverless Street, SN8 1

FROM THE REGI STERS

Departed- we pray for the family of:

23 JunBarbara El aine Barrington Purljton
Mar | bor ough

Kingsdown Crematorium

FLAT TO LET (Sheltered Housing)

Marlborough & District Housing Association (MDHA) has ebeakeoom ground
floor flat available for rent 80 The GreenMarlborough fromstAugust 2019.

Applications are invited from residents of Marlborough and surroundirjg are
who are over the age of 55 years and able to live indepemdieictlye provision
is available on site ardl Me di c a l Report i's redui
prior to the grant of a tenancy. N o
parking is available on sdad there are no spaces or garages allocated to tgnants

The monthly rent is £333.21 and a deposit of £300.21 will be required|prior
completion of the Tenancy Agreement. Residents are responsible for their o
council tax, telephone and utility charges. Misflv.mdha.org.ukor more
information.

Please contact Mrs. Deuchar on 07887 924539 for an application form.
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My Trip To GunjurLily Sm

For 2 weeks in April 2019 my good friend Lucy and | travelled to Gunjur in
The Gambia to volunteer for the Gunjur Project. | really wanted to get
involved when | became aware of Gu
founded a charity called Thriving Through Venture which links teenagers
from Wiltshire with partners in Gunjur, where they complete personal
projects.
During our stay we:
§ pl anted and watered over 500 papa
Garden;
8§ helped out at the local nursery teaching young children English an
communication skills by playing games, drawing and singing;
8§ took part in two surveys observing bird migration and the importance o
maintaining protected wildlife areas;
8§ worked with the country coordinator of Waste Aid UK in 3 schools and
local restaurants on the importance of recycling and reducing waste;
8§ supported the staff at Gunjur Project with how to use technology effectivel
in business situations.
When | put it like that it really does sound like a lot. But the time flew by an
before | knew it we were back on the M25 stuck in traffic.
Now being home it feels like | visited a different world. In Gunjur nobody
judged anyone, families worked together and shared resources, the children t
care of each other but most importantly to me, EVERYONE was welcoming.

ltds hard to put into words what |
now | ost, real meaning of Il i fe and |
new i Phone X or the most expensive

what you have and what it really would be like to make the most of very littl
What | personally gained in Gunjur will never leave me.

The photos are some | took in The Gambia for my A Level photography
Course. They really capture what | experienced in everyday life in Gunjur.
anybody is interested in getting involved with what | took part in, please visit the

Gunjur Project Association websitgtps://www.gpagambia.org
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