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This edition has contributions from the parishioners of St Thomas More
Marlborough and Holy Family, Pewsey. These congregations reflect the origi
meaning of the word o6catholicé: uni
with parishioners hailing from Ghana, the Philippines, Vietham, Iraq, Keral
Ukraine and Rumania.

CHRISTMAS

In this edition we explore Christmas and New Year traditions in Ukrain
through families who are friends of parishioners Nic and Claire Allott. You wi
find poems celebrating Advent and the Epiphany whilst other articles reflect on t
joys of dog walking or enjoying a subscription to a weekly journal.

An interview with our muehoved parish priest Fa
Man Behind the Collardé as we | earn ;
greatly appreciate having a local, dedicated priest to say daily Mass and prc
sacraments, spiritual guidance and support. However, when the average age
Catholic priest in the UK is around 70 and numbers of vocations are plummeting
means there is little likelihood of a resident priest for small parishes in the futu
As time goes by, we know we will be linked to another parish, sharing a priest
with greatly increased roles for th
the possible reasons for the decline in vocations: the mandatory rule of celibacy.

Gill Macdonald

Front cover: Gill Macdonald

Compiler: Peter Noble Proof readers: Julia Peel, Diana Foster Kemp



Ukraine Christmas

Hello my name is Lana.

We are from the southeastern part of Ukraine, the city of Kryvyi Rih, where o
president was born. Our <city had be
of celebrating Christmas were a little different than in western Ukraine. We |
Orthodox.

For us, New Year's Eve has always been a more significant celebration.
about half a day before the New Year, we used to cook food, usually bal
~ potatoes, probably 3 salads, baked chicken
or duck, canapes, and only fruit for

-4 dessertAt 11pm on 31 December, we

J, Would set our festive table and bid farewell
\ to the old year with wishes that all the bad

= things would stay in the past year. aAnd
A, midnight, with a glass of champagne, we
4 would celebrate the New Year and start
eating, a lot of eating.

: Usually,on 6 January, we would go to
A 1 my parents' house, it's a tradition, and my
'] mum used to cook 12 dishes. The children

~g/;

would prepare carols but not sing them,
would tell them expressively, and my pa
would give them money and sweets.
eldest son could still go to the neighb
and recite festive poems and earn pe
money from them. Then, during the w
we would go to our friends', who are
children's godparents, enjoy dinner

celebrate Christmas. A year ago,

president passed a law to celel
Christmason 25 December, along with

rest of Europe and Britain. Recentighave.
started celebrating Christmas as well.



Hello my name is Natalia .

My region is really multicultural we have Catholic people, Greek Catholic peo
and Orthodox people.

I dm from a small town on t hWeused®t
go to the Greek Catholic Church. Before 2022 we used to celebrate Christmas
7th of January, however after a law was passed iwe022v celebrate on the

25th of December.
N g< : < In Ukraine Christmas Eve is

very important. The whole
family comes together.We
lcook 12 dishes but all
‘ ' dishes are lean. The main dish
7 is Kurtis. The main ingredients
@%used to make traditional kutia
* are wheat berries, poppy seeds
and honey. At times, walnuts,
dried fruit and raisins are added
- T as well.

We also have fish, some salads
- .and dumplings with different
f|II|ngs. potatoes, cabbage,
mushrooms etc.

We light a candle and when
first star rises, everyone sits do
dinner, it's a family evening.

Christmas Day is a day to
friends. People go from home
home and sing carolChildre
receive money for singing carols.



Behind the Collar: Father John Blacker

In 1963, after a warm family upbringing in Bristol, clutching his first passpo
John Blacker caught the boat train to Paris to enter the international seminary.
first person from his family to join the church and with a minimum pass in O Lev
French it was a moment of trepidation. Five years in the seminary rigorously f
pared him for the priesthood and the demands of parish life. Since 1968 Fat
John has served in eight parishes across his home diocese of Clifton.

After 5 years in the close community of the seminary how did you find life .
part of a team in a presbytery? Did you encounter Mrs Doyle characters? { Fa
Tedds housekeeper}

We were well looked after, and | was lucky to encounter much kinder charact
than Mrs Doyle. The head priest set the tone and food was variable. My overric
memory of every presbytery was they all had a terrible, unmatched collectior
furniture harlequin sets of tables and chairs.

Like most priests today, you now live alone. How do you find that, have y
become adept at housekeeping?

Definitely not! | have some very valuable help in the house and | can use a
cCrowave. I al ways say 0God called m
place is in the company of other people. | never turn down an invitation.

Your love of trains is well known. Can you tell us about your favourite journey:

In 2018 | celebrated my Golden Jubilee as a priest and as part of the celebre
| was able to travel on the Jacobite Steam train from Fort William to Mallaig on t
west coast of Scotlaralso known as the Hogwarts Express. In America | enjoyec
the Texas Eagle which has the longest route in the country and goes throt
Springfield, Illinois. Another memorable journey was on the California Zeph
from Chicago into San Fransisco. It is one of the most beautiful routes becaus
travels through both the Rocky Mountains and Sierra Nevada.

Quickfire Questions

Favourite Sports : NFL American football

Favourite Team: Kansas City Chiefs

Favourite Player: Patrick Mahomes quarterback for Kansas City Chiefs

Favourite Fillms: OField of Dreams:

Favourite food and drink: pizza and red wine

Favourite Music: Pink Floyd

Favourite way to spend a day off: drive up to the Aviator Café at Staverton fo
fried breakfast. Then watch the planes taking off and landing and then have lur
Lovely!



Father John

Funeral Service

Local independent family funeral directors

Parade Mews | The Parade | Marlborough | Wiltshire SN8 INE | T: 01672 511836
E: daniel@claridgefuneralservice.co.uk | www: claridgefuneralservice.co.uk

Available 24 hours a day all year round, for information, help and advice




Light Up a Life Remembrance Service:
A Time to Reflect and Remember

Prospect Hospice invites the community to join its annual Light Up a Life remel
brance service, honouring and celebrating the lives of loved ones who are no lo
with us.

Last December, Pi ppads husband, To
cancer . Refl ecting on the care prov
team from Prospect Hospice were like a light in the darkness. Tom wanted us
spend our last precious moments together as a family, and thanks to Prospect |
pice, we could.”

This year6s ser—== 1
Sunday 8 December at 4pm at tl*‘T
hospice in Wroughton. It offers Iiu
special opportunity for families likius
Pippads to gat h!
and light a candle in remembrangs
The event will feature heartfelt rea®
ings, musical performances, a can(
lighting ceremony, and a reme
brance tree for personal dedicatio
Attendees will also have time f
reflection and connection over re
freshments.

As the festive season ap-
proaches, this service provides a
comforting space for those feel-
ing the absence of a loved one.
By dedicating a light, you can
help support families facing
similar journeys this Christmas.
For more information or to do-
nate, please visit
WWw.prospeet
hospice.net/lightupalife




Clergy Letter Sarah Musgrave

What would you like for Christmas? What do you really hope for, for youl
ily and for the world?

| believe that amongst our wishes for the latest phone, a new book, or a wonc
ful experience, there is also a spiritual yearning deeply within each of us; a lon
for something deeper and Christmas is a good time to notice this and to responc

At Christmas, we celebrate one of the most profound and uplifting moments
Christian faith: the birth of Jesus Christ. The story of his birth is one of humilit
hope, and love a promise fulfilled by God for the redemption of humanity. God
chose to reveal hi mself to the worl
This speaks deeply to the simplicit?

This year, | encourage you to look beyond the traditions-@iviiff, decora-
tions, and festivities. Instead, do reflect on the message Jesus brought to the w
to love one another as we love ourselves, to forgive as we would want to be f
given, and to serve others with humility and grace. Through the birth and life
Christ, God showed us a way of living that challenges injustice and holds kindn
selflessness, and understanding. The shepherds and wise men who travelled t
the infant Jesus brought their gifts and, more importantly, their devotion. The
journeys remind us that the path to peace, both personally and in the world, of
begins with seeking and trusting in

Jesus came into our world to share our lives, he experienced pain and suffe
as we do, but he also encouraged those around him to reflect on their lives
clear away those things that prevent us coming closer to God. He came to offel
hope, through his life and teaching, and his death and resurrection.

Could this be the year that you allow yourself the chance to find out more abc
what Christianity really means and what it might mean in your life? Could you Ic
at the figures around the crib and recognise that they represent a real baby
came into this world full of real people struggling with enormous challenges a
supporting each other through their difficukisessome ways, a world similar to
our own.

So, whatlo you waartd hope for this Christmasor yourself and for others?

If we want to make this Christmas one to remember, we could keep the spirit
Christ always in our hearts. We <cou
and to do acts of love and generosity every day of our life.

May | wish you joy, peace and hope this Christmas.
The poem on page 13 accompanies this



The Tablet Bridget Haines

Friday, mid August, beans ripe for picking and my copy of The Tablet arrived
the post.

The Tablet is a weekly Catholic journal currently edited by Brendan Walsh.

It covers wide ranging topics on religion, social issues, catholic and internatic
news providing a channel for analysis and debate, it can challenge stereotyp
church thinking. The content is varied and the writing is excellent. This week's ¢
tion features an article on Vatican bureaucracy explaining the role of the Cu
There is a moving tribute by Mary Kenny to Edna O'Brien the author who die
recently.

During Lent, priest and art historian Patrick van der Vorst gave a series of refl
tions using different paintings to act as catalyst for contemplation.

| like the Arts section with its reviewseatre, film, music, books ,radio, and the
Letters page is interesting, eloquent, sometimes expressing disagreement but
respect.

In this August issue Rose Prince, cookery writer gives her adaptation of a Le
nese recipe for beans. It is easy to prepare and delicious warm or cold.

| used 1lb of beans,2 onions finely chopped, 5 tomatoes skinned and choppe
garlic cloves ,half teaspoon cinnamon,1 tbsp .tomato puree.

Soften the onions and garlic in olive oil, add the sliced beans followed by tor
toes, puree and spice. cook gently for about 5 minutes before adding 200ml wx
bring to the boil then simmer for around 30 minutes adding more water if nece
sary.

I look forward each week to my Tablet, grateful for my husband's birthday g
of the annual subscription. It is a joy to read.

Marlborough Choral Society
St Mar y 6 Satedayw 4ih Becember at 7.30pm

MCS will be performing
Haydnds |l ovely OMissa Brevil|s
Chilcott's joyful 60n Chiri
(a setting of 8 carols following the Christmas story)
Other delights include music by Rheinberger and Stanford.
Tickets are available from Sound Knowledge, choir members or on the ddor.
£12 (£4 for students, Under 16s free) Refreshments available during the ipterva

N r~




Lines Composed Above Marlborough and

~

Nl n Paradisum non t he
Sue Kieran {and the Lab}

Since retiring to Marlborough in 2016 it has seemed increasingly that walking
dog can have much the same effect a:
body leaves the church for the graveyard, possibly lifting thoughts to higher thin

How so? We arrived here in Paradise {Marlborough} with a rather elder
labrador who took to her newfound country walks with the gusto of a younger dc
shaking off the near indifference s
Paradi sum6 of another order awaited
shade of a leafy Whitebeam. Six months or so later a very small black male
became the newest member of our household

The Downs became his private playground whilst we watched the seas
change. Winter would not end when the first primrose blossomed nor when Ag
came and the bluebells flowered. The skylarks seemed to trill their yearly visit ¢
before the winter sowing had begun
would give away our now grown dogds
to chase the deer; now he would stand his ground and stare.

As summer peaks and autumn draws near the sound of the harvest dominate
the now ripe grain is gathered and the golden fields take on the appearance c
unshaved chin, leaving a new smell of cut straw and dust that lingers until the |
rain. Not that the dog minds. The whole cut field isawoessible.

Soon it will be all change, wet weather clothing for us and towelling down f
him. Again, not that he minds. Towelling means more attention. It seems for h
it is having us on his walks that matters most, more than the opportunity given
us to wonder how Wordsworth could put so much more insight into so few word:

o well pl eased to recogni se
In nature and the language of the sense
The anchor of my purest thoughts, the nurse
The guide, the guardian of my heart, and soul
of all my mor al being. 6

Tintern Abbey  William Wordsworth.



WANTED More Priests Gill Macdonald

There is a saying oOWhat a person goc¢
in a dayoé and it is true that priest
ful moments of their livedoth joyful and sorrowful. Catholic priests face unique
challenges, selflessly giving up families of their own to care for the spiritual ne
of others: baptising scores of babies, listening to confessions, celebrating coun
Masses, weddings and funerals and visiting the sick and dying. A lifetime comi
ment to long hours and celibacy. As well as performing sacramental duties a p
faces a multitude of pastoral duties whilst in effect also running a small busines:
the past a priest often shared a community life in a presbytery with close fratel
support and spiritual guidance provided by the fellowship of other priests. No
with a greatly reduced number of vocations, many priests live alone. They are ¢
nary men with extraordinary vocations, dedicated to serving others, providing <
ace to parishioners but often going back to a lonely house. Loneliness can lead
sense of isolation. Like all of us, priests need solid, authentic friendships but so
ti mes are not seen beyond the publ i

Priests were allowed to marry in t|
the universal requirement to celibacy was imposed upon the clergy with force
1123. The most common explanation given is that Rome was worried that clel
children would inherit church property and create dynasties. However, there |
long been a tradition of setiposed ascetism including poverty and abstinence
and opponents of a married priesthood say celibacy allows a priest to dedicate |
self entirely to the Church.

Many priests flourish in their vocation, not all priests are lonely and overbu
dened and the crisis of vocation cannot be attributed solely to rules on celibe
Catholic families are smaller, and sociologists note that vocations decline wl
families have fewer children. In a family with only one or two children, the parer
might prefer grandchildren to a son who is a priest. Priesthood no longer carr
its former high esteem and indeed celibacy is seen as a colturtalrway of life
in todayds society. The mor al aut ho
ordinations have plummeted and the average age of Catholic priests in England
Wales is 70.

Because the rule of celibacy is an ecclesiastical law and not a doctrine it ca
principle, be changed at any time by the Pope. However, research from The Ca
lic Project 2019 revealed rules on celibacy affected the recruitment and retentio
priests.

continued page 13....
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Discover the mebird
freedom of choice care
with Live-in Care

Live-in Care
means | don't have (o

sell my home of
50 years, where [ holGls = - ™S S
SO many memories Wig .. - .- -

my late husband. L ?,;

Bluebird Care Live-in Care Customer

Live-in Care means staying in the family home that's
loved, with the memories that you all cherish and the
surroundings that provide comfort to your loved one.

With tailored care packages ranging from companionship to

high-dependency support. Live-in Care with Bluebird Care
ensures personalised attention that caters to all needs.

Bluebird Care Wiltshire South

bluebirdcare.co.uk/wiltshire-south ; T:;-'.‘.: CareQuality

Commission

wiltshiresouth@bluebirdcare.co.uk




A poem for Advent

Maggie Roberts

Words of Advent

dark
cool cave
waiting
silence
lumen
warm
womb
enfolding
promise
luminous
O distant glow
horizon
city
luminosity
travellers
journey
seeking

finding.

Inner glow
illuminate

glowing

growing

clarity

spreading
light

breaks out and bursts to freedom
bright

like sunlight

dazzling
brilliant

tongues of spirit flame
fire

Messiah!
birth of Light

the Word is with us.




The Work of Christmas

When the song of the angels is stilled
When the star in the sky is gone
When the kings and princes are home
When the shepherds are back with their flocks
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost
To heal the broken
To feed the hungry
To release the prisoner
To rebuild the nations
To bring peace among the people
To make music in the heart
Howard Thurman
African American philosopher and theolgian
submitted by Sarah Musgrave to follow her Clergy Letter

Wanted: More Priests... continued

Rev. Charles Scicluna, Archbishop
a young man, who would have made a fine priest, just because he wanted tc
married?®6 However, in 2021, Pope F

low the ordination of married men to ease a severe shortage of priests in rem
areas of the Amazon.

Married priests are allowed in the Eastern Rite churches and of course one
every ten parishes in England already has a marriedquriest Anglican priests
with wives and families who objected to the ordination of women in the Church
England. In a time of global vocation shortage, when half of the population
ruled out of the potential priest pool because of their gender surely is it time to €
mandatory celibacy?

Making celibacy optional would indeed change the unique character of Cath
priesthood and easing rules would inevitably throw up questions about the tre
ment of gay priests. It is not a proven way to recruit and retain new priests but
lowing marriage could provide companionship, intimacy and emotional support
sustain a priest through his ministry. Unfortunately, the recent Synod in Ror
finished without any concrete proposals for celibacy let alone the ordination
women. The Church faces a stark choice, allow for married priests or face a si
tion with no priests.

13



What 6s On i n Decedmbker

Events at St Peterds Church, Hi gh St

1% (Sunday) 7.00pm
Wind quinteEnsemble Renardat St Pet er 6 s ChRears< h.

Young Artists for the second year running, they are sure to give you a musical tr
6" (Friday) 7.30pm

A Christmas Cabare® An evening of carols and Christmas songs in aid of the
Prospect Hospice and the Jubilee Centre. Licensed bar. Tickets £10.
7" (Saturday) 12.00pm i 4.00pm

St Peterds Christmas F uwrAdrdaiys eorf arn
activities including Gingerbread decorating, Christmas ornaments, Christn
games, Face painting and story time with the elves. Tickets £10 and £15.
15" (Sunday) 4.00pm i 6.00pm

Marlborough Community Choir Christmas Concertd support for Ukraine.
Ukrainian families staying in our local community will be joining MCC.
22" (Sunday) 4.00pm and 7.30pm

Carols and Music By Candlelightd Sing your favourite Christmas carols and
songs; Kim Emery on the piano. Solos and readings by guest artists, Charity r
for Cancer Research, free sweet bag for every child, bar available.
31% (Tuesday) 8.00pm i 1.00am

The Great Gatsby, diwwmusikeydhe GesshwinvGang, P
free drink on arrival, Champagne to toast the New Year, licensed bar, dance floc

Details for all eventdrom www.stpetersmarlborough.org.uk

Events at other venues

5th (Thursday) 2.00pm
Marlborough Floral Club 8 AGM tea and a few Christmas stalls plus a

presentation by The Wiltshire Liqueur Company at Mildenhall Village Hall. £6
attend and no pre booking is necessary.

6th (Friday - and subsequent Fridays)
Discover The Healing Power of Gardening

Wiltshire Mind Wellbeing Team are offering two hourly, fortnightly gardenin
sessions, on Fridays at Greatwood Charity, Marlborough. Experienced gardene
complete beginners, all welcome. If you are struggling with mental health challel
contact supportgroups@wiltshiremind.co.uk for more information and to register

14



7" (Saturday) 7.30pm
Marlborough Concert Orchestra Winter Concertsee advert page 16.

11th (Wednesday) 6.45pm for 7.30pm
Marlborough Gardening Associationd Christmas Wreath Demonstration by
Sara Willman at Marlborough Town Hall. Further information at marlbga.org.uk

14" (Saturday) 7.30pm
Marlborough Choral Society Christmas Concertsee advert page 8.

Until 24th (Tuesday)

6The Night Before Christmasd at Th
enjoy this glorious ®Tentury house and Father Christmas will be appearing toc
Historical reenactors, The Deveraux Regiment, will be hereh dded@ember.
Throughout the season there are many special events. For more information
www.themerchantshouse.co.uk

17" (Tuesday) 8.00pm
St Agnes Fountain d Chris Leslie, Chris While and Julie Matthews bring

musical invention and laughter to the Town Hall. Tickets £22.50 from Sour
Knowledge or marlboroughfeal&ots.co.uk

January 2025
8" (Wednesday) i 6.45pm for 7.00pm

Marlborough Gardening Association d Architectural Planting with John
Tucker at Marlborough Town Hall. Display Table will be Best Garden Tool.
12" (Sunday) i 3.00pm

Marlborough College Concert Seried Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra
at Marlborough College Memorial Hall. To book see marlboroughconcertseries.c
19" (Sunday) i 3.30pm

Feria Orchestr a netw SYe aRedtser ©@sn cGhri
Marlborough. Conductor: Stefan Hofkes. Programme to include Beedhoven
Piano Concerto No 1 (Soloist ¥Ghiung Lin), Morriconé Gabr i el 0 's
Straus$ Blue Danube waltz and more. To book see stpetersmarlborough.org.uk

School Dates - please see school websites for any updated information.
St Johnos School and Preschut & P

December. Reopens Mond#édénuary

Mar |l borough St Maryds Pr i mabesemb8rc h ¢
Reopens Monday'@anuary.

Marlborough College Term ends 12 noon Wednest®etémber.

15



Marlborough Area Poverty Action Group

Last Christmas we were able to give the equivalent of 50 x £40 food vouchers
vulnerabldamilies in the Marlborougkrea, thanks to your generalmnations.
We hope to be able to do the same again this year. To donatdWA® A&
bank account please confRathel Rosedalgachelrosed1@gmail.combthe

Paddock, Kingsbury Street SN8 1 HZ.

Emanuel Church

The Ark Parent/Carer and Toddler Group
Sparklers Little Friends Toddler Group

Explorers

Bible study, prayer and fellowship

Ladies Bible Study

Youth Groups
Homegroups
Hope Explored

For full information about these many events and activities please see the web
emmanuelmarlborough.org.

Marlborough Concert Orchestra

Saturday 7th December- 7:30pm
St Mary's Church, Marlborough

Humperdinck
« Hansel and Gretel Overture

Richard Strauss

Three songs:
» Morgen!
« Winterweihe
« Die heiligen drei Kénigen aus Morgenland
Soloist: Emma Pooley (soprano)

Mabhler
« Symphony No. 4

TICKETS: £15 ADULTS / £5 STUDENTS / Under 18s free

From Sound Knowledge, on the door
(cash or card) or online by scanning the QR code
or via: https://bit.ly/3JFoSbN

16

Conductor: Philip Singleton
Leader: Karen Sancto

WWWw.mco.org.uk



E{i Deliv
| Royal

ALL TOTALLY FREE OF CH

MARLBOROUGH & DISTRICT
TALKING NEWSPAPER

For blind and visually-impaired people

If you know someone
who has not heard about
us, a word from you could
brighten up their life

Contact:

enny Lyall (Listeners” Officer)
672 513524
65@uwclub.net

BURRQW <

Septic Tank Owners
register your interest
in a fully-funded upgrade

Due to the Phosphate pollution in your local
river catchment we are operating a septic tank
replacement scheme using private funding.

We install wastewater treatment plants that
remove almost all pollutants, with funding secured
from planning applicants who need to create a
positive impact on the environment.

Register on our website today.

burrow-environmental.com 01935 507 508

The Hair and Trichology Clinic
(Cameo Hair Salon)

All your hair solutions in one location — we
really do understand your hair inside and out!
Member of the Institute of Trichology
T High Street Chiseldon SN4 0NQ
Telephone: 01793 741136
Open Tuesdays to Saturdays
We offer all aspects of hairdressing including a
wide range of cutting and colouring techniques,
balayage, folling, perming, unisex salon,
hair extensions and wigs.
Consultations for all scalp disorders and hair loss
within one of our private consultation rooms.
Visit our websites www.cameo-hair.co.uk
or www.hairandtrichology.co.uk
Find us on Facebook under Cameo Hair Salon,
Chiseldon.

STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE
To let in Burbage

Flexible Terms
Harepath Farm
Please call George Gordon
07802 596868

george.gordon@|kl-
services.co.uk

17




Nature Notes Robin Nelson

Heavens above

When | 6m spotting butterflies and o
staring at fenegosts or scanning above the tree line. On myigdiewalk round

the block with the dog | should be ggaring, but | usually forget to do so or the
weat her has obliterated the heavenl
been quite a |l ot going on in the sk
moons for example:

Star trails at
Wilton Windmill
with aurora

by David White

A full moon is the phase when the moon appears to be fully illuminated fro

Earthds perspective, occurring when
forming a straight line. The Moon and the Sun are on exact opposite sides of
Earth. From this position the Sunds
Moon that is visible to us and creates a full, bright circle of light.

The Farmer 6s Al manac publish a sct

sourced from Native American traditions. Thus the name Wolf Moon is fo
January, inspired by the cries of hungry wolves, and Pink Moon for April,
honour of the blossoming of flowedlsune 6s Strawberry M
with the Solstice this year, marks the prime strawberry harvest season, while
Moon signifies the harvesting season in September.

18



Marlborough Church Contacts

Fr John Blacker
513267; marlborough@catholicweb.org.uk
Parish Priest, St Thomas More RC Church

Reuben Mann

07894 048146
office@emmanuelmarlborough.org
Minister, Emmanuel Marlborough Church

Canon Sarah Musgrave

511286 sarahmusgrave99@hotmail.com
Lay Minister, St John the Baptist, Minal

The Revd Tim Novis
892209; twgn@marlboroughcollege.org
Senior Chaplain, Marlborough College

The Revd Pete Sainsbury

512364; revpetesainsbury@gmail.com
Team Vicar and Worship Director,

St Georgeds Preshute
Anglican Team

The Revd Stephen Skinner
512457; rev.stephen.skinner3@gmail.com

Minister, Christchurch Methodist

The Revd Chris Smith
514357; revcjsmith@outlook.com
Rector; Marlborough Anglican Team

Rachel Rosedale
512205; rachelrosed1@gmail.com
Member, The Religious Society of Friends

Penny Reader

Anglican Team secretary
marlb.anglicanteam@tiscali.co.uk

Church Cottage, Silverless Street, SN8 1JQ
512357; 07593 815609

(Weekdays, 0900 to 1300)

Methodist Office Coordinator
07564 082092
Sffice@ehristgrwrchmprigaropg.gra. uk

continued from previous page
This October ds
was the biggest
it was also the
come in
Aurora borealisi s a

December
natur al

s Moon wtiks
year so
closest full mo o n
, dubbed Col d

l i ght

Hunt er
of t he

far

Mo on,
di spl ay

a

o

highlatitude regions around the Arcdied Antarctic. Auroras display dynamic

patterns of brilliant lights that appear as curtains, rays, spirals, or dynamic flic
covering the entire skjore commonly seen in northern parts of the U.K. the
bands of pink and green light were seen across the country around 10.30 p.ir
Friday 10o0f May after an oOextremed geomas
visible than usual. For some it was a dream come true: one observer commer
ol't was truly speéeneatladweltarme pprxekkabley

There were meteor showers in January and comets zooming about in Mal
April and August and | missed them all! So I, for one, will have to spend more til

looking up to the Heavens above.
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Family News Naomi Painter

September and October saw the deaths of several Marlborough locals.

On September thehTyril Ford died at the age of 90. He was the husband o
Sue and spent 6 decades in the choi
born and died in Marlborough and was an accomplished artist and at one fti
illustrated for this publication. Cyril is missed by Sue and his many friends
members of his family.

October 7th Michael Bevan passed peacefully away at home after a short illr
Mick was a, hardworking, well respected gardener with many loyal customers.
moved from London to Wiltshire in his early teens. Met his wife Lynne and th
had just celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary. He lived life to the full and |
a busy social life as well as playing bowls in the town. He will be sadly missed b
wife, sons, granddaughters and well as his many friends and customers.

Dorothy Blythe also died at the beginning of October She was a former Thea
sister at Savernake hospital who in
captain. She leaves a husband Peter, children Louise and John and grandch
Laura and Robert

Rita Kimber lived for most of her time in Marlborough in London Road anc
subscribed to Tower and Town regularly. She has various parttime jobs memor
working in the London Road Post Office where she served customers old a
young. She Rita brought up four children and leaves nine grandchildren and r
great grandchildren some of whom live locally.

Nicola Allen. Many of you will have known Nicola as the washeaeidbehind
the counter in Mustard Seed. She always had a smile and warm welcome
everyone who came in. She worked in Mustard Seed for over 20 years. She
been living with cancer for the past 3 years and died in October. She leave
husband and two children. Nicola was an advocate for those with special ne
and fought tirelessly to get the best provision for her daughter who has spe
needs. She will be remembered for her kindlB@84PASSIONand patience.

Patricia 6Trishdo Cavillds | ife was
and her grandchildren as well as many friends in October. Tricia was a fort
Mayoress of Marlborough when her husband Bill was Mayor. She was a k
quilter and made many intricate quilts for family and friends.

We remember these local people along with their families and friends
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A Good Read Debby Guest

Dear Fat her Chri st mas, Al | right,
altogether good. | have left undone all sorts of things (November column for T&
reading Trollope), | have been greedy (yes, | ate all the HobNobs) and | have |
boured uncharitable thoughts about customers (not T&T realolem$lyho
dondt know what they wa n tHovweuet dedpiteallme
this | am found deserving of a | ittl
of the followingd and | will be giving them to otherllot really books to read,
just to browse over. Stocking fillers. Loo books.

Flavour of Flightby Al Bridger is a brief history of airline food from the earli-
est days of commercial aviation. Fully illustrated with advertising and promotio
pictures we have an overview of each decade, and menus in case we should fe
need to reproduce the (First Class) experience at home. (Though how to recr
that strange fetid steam that was released as one peeled off the foil lid? And
lukewarm beige liquid, offered as tea or coffee, tasting of neither?) | can think
hafad o zen peopl e to gi v e-wtappedanoist oweletten d
into the parcel.

A British Country House Aljphabei s one of the prett
Christmas table this year. ltds a s
beauties and oddities, commissioned by the New England Historic Genealog
Society to highlight the 6famous hi
curred at British Country Houses®d.
A-H, offering ghosts, golden retrievers, Agatha Christie, Dickens and Roman E
perors. Very dinto-able.

Another American book, very differenforces of Natureb'y Ed St e e
collection of cartoons from thidew Yorkedefinitely adult, slightly surreal, rather
macabre humour. They made me snigger, | loved them. At this time of year all
political cartoon books are published, simultaneously funny and depressing, anc
-of-date in six months. However, these willdagte them to your hatd-buy
for, festiverefusenik friends and relations.

But | et 0s e mbRoentfer Evely ®ayokGhgstngsedited by
Allie Esiri is a little gem of an anthology, mostly familiar verses mixed with new
l ess traditional poems. ltds anot hel
humour, nostalgia, the mysticism and the faint melancholy of Christmas. Keep i
your chair, or on the guest room bedside table.

Merry Christmas one and all, and | hope you have something good to read ¢
the season.
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Garden Design Deborah Schofield

Garden makeover programmes that totally transform a space in a few short ©
are a tv staple but in reality many gardens develop incrementally and even ha.
ardly reflecting inherited plants,
from play equipment to low maintenance. Whatever stage your garden is at, it
benefit from periodic review and wi
stripped back to the bare bones of boundaries, paths, shrubs, trees, outbuildi
and furnishings with few flowers and less foliage to distract the eye.

Someti mes all thatdés needed is a t
to improve productivity such as adding extra plants for cut fld®Wesmos are

great for this and come in allowhatl o1
wor ked wel |l and what didndot? | fthea p

right planta termheoiinghlt byl yae d&n d

who was famous for creating a vibrant garden despite the dry Essex landscape,
is probably even more relevant today. Soil type, moisture retention, wind expos
and the sun/shade ratio are all considerations before purchasing or planting.
good tip for plotting sun/ shade ratio is to photograph the garden from an upstai
window at the same time every month for a year. Remember that many local
dens are on poor free draining chalk which is great for wildflowers and those liki
low fertility but heavy feeders such as vegetable and roses will need the soil img

ing.
Creating a mood board and photographing plants and planting that you like c
help with creativity. Thereds much

fortabl e gardening when t he weat h
www.bethchatto.co.uk which offers plant collections such as Drought Resista
Sun Loving Urban and Shade Loving and so demonstrates what grows well wh
The RSH design hub rths.org.uk/gardesign has examples of how to use garden
lighting, wildlife gardens, formal and cottage schemes etc; and for vegetable g
erswww.charlesdowding.coiskpacked with ideas.

WANTED - Tower and Town September 2012
All copies of Tower and Town since its inception are archived and avaijable
for reference at - dll kxeeptMeerttathig fort theg H
above date.
If you have your own archive that includes Sep 2012 would you kihdly
lend it to us to be copied and complete the set.
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OWEN & JONES

makers of fine jewellery

7 Bridge Street Hungerfofd RG17 OEH
Tel. 01488 686226 ~ www.owenandjones.co.uk

AARLBOROUGH PODIATRY CLINIC
teat“ercra‘to‘ Marﬂﬁorougﬁ MARLBOROUGH PODIATRY CLINIC
JEAN UPTON Niki Thompson
BSc(Hons) PodMed, MRCoP, HCPC Reg.
FINE QUALITY LEATHER GOODS
& PRESENTS LARGE AND SMALL Treatment of all foot problems
We al ffer h isi
O1LD HUGHENDEN YARD, HIGH STREEL Ao N DI ),
MARIBOROUGH SN8 1LT 10 The Parade, Marlborough SN8 1NE

Tel: 01672 514581 or 07910 525376
Marlboroughpodiatrydlinic.com podiatrycarel@gmail.com

CHRIS WHEELER CONSTRUCTION

For fencing and associated work

TeL (01672) 512 065

7 S Contact the specialists
AD DRAUGH“NG All types of fencing supplied and erected
Driveways and road constructon
A.R{H”E(TURAL., SEEW(ES Quality assured to I1SO 9001:2000
: Tel: 01672 810315

01672 511412 | 07791 341698 Email: cw. cw@btinternet com
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Dianne Mackinder
Funeral Service

(/?‘ \‘\

2% '('A/
-

/ N\ar\borou gh
(

~.

J( \

\ 7/’?//(/ (1/4-( Wiyl ﬂ
FZ? ’
-

On Call Day & Night
01672 512444 or 512516

Wagon Yard, London Road,
Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 1 LH
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