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St J®hf8chool

For this monthds i ssue, I have had
bet ween St Johnds T&wraoddrown magazné. b or o u ¢

As Extinction Rebellion and similar groups gather pace, our personal impact
the planet is at the frequent heart of conversation. Amidshuririzng statistics
andaneverncr easing rhetoric of O6i mpendi
and pessimistic about 1t all. But a:
- who care deeply about their plarfets been a constant glimmer of hope for me.

Over recent months, our school has been working hard to lessen the impact
are having on the environment; encouraged by the growth of activism and
political 6switching ond& amongst ou
students in class and around the school continue to reveatirdommedd,
motivated generation, proactively thinking about the challenges of climate chai
plastic pollution and so on.

The focus of this monthds i ssue i s
and Town for empowering our students with a platform to stand on and be hea
Above all, | would like to thank our student contributors whose excellent work is
testament to the compassionate attitude our students have to the world arol
them; an attitude which inspires me on a daily basis.

Lauren SEmd&kleiysh Teach@&ér Sathost , J Maml
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Mr Presi dent Emily Copl e

Dear Mr President

|l 6d I ove to have a chat
About icecaps, trees and climate change,

And silly things like that.

Letds speak of fracking, cc
and problems circumvented,

hoaxes, fake news, seeds of doubt,

your manifesto supplemented.

It seems the only climate talks
with which you intermix,

are ones concerning immigrants,
big walls and politics.

And so | have a question

for the man that they call president:

why ignore earthoés climate
when the facts are oh so evident?

So hate our voices, views and loves,
detest us for resistance.

You fight for blissful ignorance
While we battle for future existence.

Come along to
our annual Christmas Fair at Ogbourne Primary School
in Ogbourne St George! We have a Santa's Grotto, lots of games fpr all the
family, Hot Dogs, Homemade Mince Pies, Mulled Wine, Bottle Toinbola
plus many many more! Entry is £1 per adult, children are fred.
Doors open at 1pm until 4pm. Come & get festive with us!




Open Letter to the UK

Dear Mr Johnson,

Picture a long sandy beach filled with families and friends enjoying themsel
Picture the ocean, mesmerising and vast, the fish circling around the vibr
colours of the coral.

That was the past.

Now imagine that same beach, covered in the remains of plastic bottles, b
and packaging completely unused by the public. Picture the ocean again; tho
same fish living under plastic bottles, the same corals now bleached and dyin
this dismal, disappointing sight really what we want?

We are writing this letter to you as it has come to our attention that tt
government as a whole is not doing enough to sort out the ominous problem
plastic. Vast and limitless, our ocean contains many magnificent species tha
being abused by human action. The repetitive use of plastic is destroying the w
as we speak and must be put to an end. Statistics state that 8 million tonne
plastic is dumped into the ocean every year; we fear that this problem is becor
astronomically worse. The impending danger of global warming looms over 1
land and future generations; a tyrannical issue rumoured to be the end of huma
Dondt you want to protect our nat. i
government, together.

With so many plastic alternatives available, the world really must wake up
acknowledge the trauma we are causing. Even by reusing plastic bags, buy
reusable water bottle or using paper straws you are helping us get back on t
We must change our habits or it will be too late.

Someone once said 0itds just one
person said that and billions of others followed. This stubborn belligeren
intoxicates us with anger and steals the oxygen from our air. Give it back. Give
back our beach. Give us back our ocean.

Yours hopefully

Bonnie Cartwright, Georgina Wakefield and Yasmin Lester (Year 9)



A Letter from thnoeasP aa IK

Dear anyone who wishes to read,

| have been trapped with this thing for many weeks. This is utter torture; tl
plastic conceals me. With each passing day my body shrinks and the plastic g
The pinked colours of the sunrise blind me as | write to you; every day the sun
gazes sorrowfully at me and its bright happiness now rarely gives me hope.

The Great Pacific Garbage Patch: the enemy, invading my body.

This is my last call for help.

Imagine a swamp, thick and sticky like a mixing bowl full of batter; so thick tt
if you placed your finger in deeply, it would be stuck like cement. Now imagine
ocean, the same but thick with plastic and dead sea birds and fish. Tacky pl
clings to you with every step you t&kery day it crawls closer to you.

Plastics are ruling the sea. Every minute a plastic bag throttles an animal to d
or eats away at it from the inside. Can you imagine the pain of a crisps pa«
cutting though the soft layers of your stomach? | feel that pain every day. | wo
every minute as another piece of plastic creeps in to thgrosviag patch. |
worry every time miciplastics flow through my rhythmic waves, soon to be
swallowed by an unfortunate creature; the next victim of the jaws of plastic.

As you sit at your dining room table and enjoy the silent hum of famil
happiness, your creation grows and grows like a reckless child, each day largel
the day before. And all | can wonder is what are you doing to help?

| want it to stop. Please make it stop! | beg you.

From the Pacific Ocean

The Lit Fest Committee wish to give special thanks to everyong who
was involved in the early prolducti
edition of Tower and Town. We really appreciate the extra work gnd ef-

fort involved.
Many thanks Virginia Reekie




A.D. Draughting
Plans Drawn for:

Extensions | Conversions
Planning Permission & Building Regulations

T:01672 511412 | m: 07791 341698

email: alex@addraughting.co.uk
www.addraughting.co.uk

Contact: Alex Dawson)|

T M Decorators

Interior - Exterior : Coving and Artexing
Retired after 40 years : Retired prices!
Call for a free quotation
01380 724897 : 07960 2000086

Leathercraft ; Marlborough

JEAN UPTON

FNE QUALITY LEATHER GOODS
& PRESENTS LARGE AND SMALL
OLD HUGHENDEN YARD, HIGH STREET
MARLBOROUGH SN8 ILT
TEL (01672) 516 065

CHRIS WHEELER CONSTRUCTION

For fencing and associated work
Contact the specialists
All types of fencing supplied and erected
Driveways and road constructon
Quality assured to 1SO 9001:2000
Tel: 01672 810315

Email: cw.cw@btinternet.com

~=A

The Hair and Trichology Clinic
Hair & scalp consultant who can treat and advise you about
scalp disorders, psoriasis, dermatitis, itching, hair loss etc.
Wig, Hair Design, Affordable hairdressing.
7 High Street, Chiseldon, only 7 miles from Marlborough
01793 740147
www. hairandtrichology.co.uk

P Fumniture Restorer, Upholsterer
| ol Vs A Ca6met Ma&;f
' ﬂmfrew Brennan

'llunp.uf i Farm, Burbage, Marlborough SNS 3BT

M: 07769 833 939

CHARLES S. WINCHCOMBE & SON LTD. est. 1932
THOMAS FREE & SONS est. 1875

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN

www.wiltshirefunerals.co.uk

0 1672 512 110
Albert House,
The Parade, Marlborough, SN8 INE.

wiltshirefunerals@gmail.com

01380 722500

Registered Office: Winchcombe House,
37, New Park Street, Devizes, SN10 1DT.




Apartments and houses are now available to buy in four well designed,
purpose-built developments for the over-55's, Town Mill in Marlborough
and three in or around London.

Each properly is equipped with 24-hour
emergency systems and every development
benefits from beautiful landscaped gardens,
communal facilities such as lounge, guest
suites, resident house/estate managers and
on-site parking.

Availability and more information about
each development - Osprey Court (NW3
7AA) near West Hampstead, Heathside
(NW11 7SB) near Golders Green,
Challoner Court (BR2 OAB) in Bromley and
Town Mill (SN8 TNS) in Marlborough - e

can be viewed on the website Prices range from £187,500 - £630,000

www.ospreymc.co.uk

For further enquiries, please contact Lorraine Wash on
(020) 8569 8364 or email lorraine.wash@ospreyme.co.uk




Earth 1 n Need Elina Pf

Flashing neon lights We humans have destroyed our Earth
shine all around. wedve drowned it in
Dirty litter flutters Wedve killed innocert
onto polluted ground. and left the Earth to bleed.

Fish gasp for breath It cried out loud so many times,

in their poisoned home; begging us to stop,

all our greed and selfishness but we blocked out its desperate shout
into the sea is thrown. and dumped more dirt on top.

Landfills burn whilst factories But we can fix it

smoke, now's our chance!

acidic rain falls; Let the Earth be freed.

our mess is marked everywhere  Heal its pains, cuts and wounds;

while the helpless Earth calls. The Earth is in need.

It longs to be far away,

left alone by us,

no more rubbish, dirt or smoke,
no stress or chaos.

Cor al Reef Bl eacchdyn geat

Deep in the warm oceans of the world, a myriad of colours astounded the
eye. A box of jewels laid out on the ocean floor, teeming with life. Amethyst
anemones arched into the sea; sapphire sponges searched for food; and sea
worms wriggled in the waves.

This is what it should be. What it used to be.

Nowé death. White skeletons scare.
|l eaches away as the warm waters ar
hides devastation beneath. Fdgsilfingers reach up, begging for help. There is
none. Absent algae leave calcium carbonate corpses in the coffin of the deep.



Cli mate Change and Wha
Stop It Noah Pie

Climate change is an irrefutable re
and we are going to be the ones affected by it. Since the 19th century
scientists have known about the devastating effects of greenhouse gases and
for decades climate activists have warned us about the effects our lifestyles
are having on the planet: but mostly in vain. Apathy and hypocrisy have
stood in the way of action when urgent action is just what we need.

Last year we managed to dump 37 gigatons of carbon dioxide into t
atmosphere, a 2.7% increase on the year before, witlev@® reaching an
unparalleled 45% over pnelustrial levels. This is catastrophic; with the Paris
agreement and the UN setting further climate change goals one would have hc
for the exact opposite. But no. The human race has yet again surpassec
expectations and managed to stubbornly resist the truth that has been expose
us for nearly a century. But thatos
most vulnerable to climate change are ifSsath ar an Afri ca.
world's poorest countries and the nations least responsible for climate change
going to be the ones who will inevitably suffer due to our reckless, indiffere

western | ifestyles. This is not rig
change.
Fortunately, itds possible. We can

and a huge shift in the way we go about our lives. It will take generations
committed hard work to slowly reduce the impact we are having on the earth ¢
hopefully one day reverse the damage we have already done. But it will soon b
late, there will come a day when we have damaged the earth so much and pur
out so much C@into the atmosphere the damage will become irreversible
runaway climate change. If this were to happen, we will have raised the amour
greenhouse gases so much that the positive feedback loops spurring on clir
change will become unstoppable. An example: global warming leads to mel
permafrost in the northern hemisphere thus letting more methane (a greenho
gas 30 times more potent thanCéhter the atmosphere. The extra methane will
consequently exacerbate global warming leading to even more permafrost me
and more methane being released. Hopefully you can realise how urgent it is
we start curbing our emissions, not in a few years' time, but now.

So how do we start to tackle climate change? What do we need to do
individuals to help stop the climate emergency? It will take a momentous eff



from everyone to successfully reduce our emissions enough to halt climate cha
But it can be done.

Firstly, switch to a plabtsed diet. Switching to a plaased diet can cut the
carbon footprint of your food by more than 90%. If that seems too much, at lea
try and avoid beef, tropical fruits imported by air and cheese.

Secondly, try to decrease your car journeys. Car sharing, using trains
ultimately walking and using a bike can dramatically reduce the greenhouse
released. But at all costs avoid planes, a return economy flight from London
Majorcad about two hours of flight tim@emits the equivalent of 490 kilograms of
carbon dioxide, about as much as you would save in a year of going vegetaric
driving 2500 kilometers less.

Thirdly, try being more energy efficient at home. Using more efficient hor
appliances, having a loslewv shower head and not leaving home appliances or
standby can have a small, but significant effect on the emissions released.

Halting climate change will be difficult, but it can be done and it must be done
we want to preserve the world we live in today. If we want to protect the fragile t
beautiful world we live in, then we all have to radically change the way we lead
l'i ves, not in a few year sd t i-inoreasingb u-
problem of climate change? Will you be remembered as a person who gave the
to stop global warming, or will you be known as a stubborn hypocrite who help
fuel the demise of our planet?

The choice is yours.

MCO Concert

Mar |l borough Concert vl "pos
take placen Saturday 7th December at 7.30piSt
Maryds Church, Mar ulg h
Programme:

Schumann Cello Concerto in A minor (soloist Cater ..
Isaia from the Yehudi Menuhin School)
Khachaturian Adagio from Spartacus Suite no. 2
Sibelius Karelia Suite

Tickets on sale at Sound Knowledge, Hughenden Yard, Marlboyough
and on the dooradults £10, students £2




We t Mor nings Emily Copl e

On wet mornings,
cold and damp,
to the garden,
out [ d6d tramp,
and watch a while

with wonderous eyes,
the dew drenched fields,
and auburn skies.

And 1 dd see
in that great space,
a silver web,

of spideros
dew encrusted,

fine of thread,

in the rafters

of the shed.

And 1 d6d rea
with finger and thumb,
and snatch that web,
from where it hung.

For it really is

the true nature of man

to take what we want
and destroy what we can. l%[ar]'bOrou-gh
®hristmag

Festive Gifts,
Food & Drink,
Choirs, Santa

T
Saturday 14t December
10-3pm
Marlborough College, SN8 1PA
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