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St Johnôs School 
 

 
For this monthõs issue, I have had the pleasure of overseeing another collaboration 

between St Johnõs School, Marlborough and Tower and Town magazine. 

 As Extinction Rebellion and similar groups gather pace, our personal impact on 

the planet is at the frequent heart of conversation. Amidst mind-numbing statistics 

and an ever-increasing rhetoric of ôimpending doomõ, it is easy to feel overwhelmed 

and pessimistic about it all. But as a teacher at St Johnõs, the attitude of our students 

- who care deeply about their planet - has been a constant glimmer of hope for me.  

 Over recent months, our school has been working hard to lessen the impact we 

are having on the environment; encouraged by the growth of activism and of 

political ôswitching onõ amongst our student cohort. The conversations I have with 

students in class and around the school continue to reveal a well-informed, 

motivated generation, proactively thinking about the challenges of climate change, 

plastic pollution and so on. 

 The focus of this monthõs issue is our planet and I am very grateful to Tower 

and Town for empowering our students with a platform to stand on and be heard. 

Above all, I would like to thank our student contributors whose excellent work is a 

testament to the compassionate attitude our students have to the world around 

them; an attitude which inspires me on a daily basis.  

 

Lauren Sankey, English Teacher at St Johnôs School, Marlborough 
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Mr President  Emily Coplestone 

 

Dear Mr President 

Iõd love to have a chat 

About icecaps, trees and climate change, 

And silly things like that. 

 

Letõs speak of fracking, coal and gas 

and problems circumvented, 

hoaxes, fake news, seeds of doubt, 

your manifesto supplemented.  

 

It seems the only climate talks 

with which you intermix, 

are ones concerning immigrants, 

big walls and politics. 

 

And so I have a question  

for the man that they call president: 

why ignore earthõs climate change 

when the facts are oh so evident? 

 

So hate our voices, views and loves, 

detest us for resistance. 

You fight for blissful ignorance 

While we battle for future existence.  

Come along to  

our annual Christmas Fair at Ogbourne Primary School  
in Ogbourne St George! We have a Santa's Grotto, lots of games for all the 
family, Hot Dogs, Homemade Mince Pies, Mulled Wine, Bottle Tombola 

plus many many more! Entry is £1 per adult, children are free.  

Doors open at 1pm until 4pm. Come & get festive with us! 
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Open Letter to the UK Government  

Dear Mr Johnson,  

 Picture a long sandy beach filled with families and friends enjoying themselves. 

Picture the ocean, mesmerising and vast, the fish circling around the vibrant 

colours of the coral.  

 That was the past.  

 Now imagine that same beach, covered in the remains of plastic bottles, bags 

and packaging ð completely unused by the public. Picture the ocean again; those 

same fish living under plastic bottles, the same corals now bleached and dying. Is 

this dismal, disappointing sight really what we want?  

 We are writing this letter to you as it has come to our attention that the 

government as a whole is not doing enough to sort out the ominous problem of 

plastic. Vast and limitless, our ocean contains many magnificent species that are 

being abused by human action. The repetitive use of plastic is destroying the world 

as we speak and must be put to an end. Statistics state that 8 million tonnes of 

plastic is dumped into the ocean every year; we fear that this problem is becoming 

astronomically worse. The impending danger of global warming looms over the 

land and future generations; a tyrannical issue rumoured to be the end of humanity. 

Donõt you want to protect our nation and our Earth? Because you can, as a 

government, together.  

 With so many plastic alternatives available, the world really must wake up and 

acknowledge the trauma we are causing. Even by reusing plastic bags, buying a 

reusable water bottle or using paper straws you are helping us get back on track. 

We must change our habits or it will be too late.  

 Someone once said òitõs just one bottle, it hardly makes a differenceó. One 

person said that and billions of others followed. This stubborn belligerence 

intoxicates us with anger and steals the oxygen from our air. Give it back. Give us 

back our beach. Give us back our ocean.  

 

 Yours hopefully 

 

 Bonnie Cartwright, Georgina Wakefield and Yasmin Lester (Year 9) 



 

4 

A Letter from the Pacific Thomasina Keyes 

Dear anyone who wishes to read, 

 I have been trapped with this thing for many weeks. This is utter torture; the 

plastic conceals me. With each passing day my body shrinks and the plastic grows. 

The pinked colours of the sunrise blind me as I write to you; every day the sunrise 

gazes sorrowfully at me and its bright happiness now rarely gives me hope.  

 The Great Pacific Garbage Patch: the enemy, invading my body.   

 This is my last call for help. 

 Imagine a swamp, thick and sticky like a mixing bowl full of batter; so thick that 

if you placed your finger in deeply, it would be stuck like cement. Now imagine an 

ocean, the same but thick with plastic and dead sea birds and fish. Tacky plastic 

clings to you with every step you take. Every day it crawls closer to you.  

Plastics are ruling the sea. Every minute a plastic bag throttles an animal to death 

or eats away at it from the inside. Can you imagine the pain of a crisps packet 

cutting though the soft layers of your stomach? I feel that pain every day. I worry 

every minute as another piece of plastic creeps in to the ever-growing patch. I 

worry every time micro-plastics flow through my rhythmic waves, soon to be 

swallowed by an unfortunate creature; the next victim of the jaws of plastic.  

 As you sit at your dining room table and enjoy the silent hum of family 

happiness, your creation grows and grows like a reckless child, each day larger than 

the day before. And all I can wonder is what are you doing to help?  

I want it to stop. Please make it stop! I beg you. 

 

From the Pacific Ocean 

 

The Lit Fest Committee wish to give special thanks to everyone who 

was involved in the early production and delivery of last monthõs Lit Fest 

edition of Tower and Town. We really appreciate the extra work and ef-

fort involved. 

Many thanks - Virginia Reekie 
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Earth in Need  Elina Pfeiler  

Flashing neon lights  

shine all around.  

Dirty litter flutters  

onto polluted ground.  

Fish gasp for breath  

in their poisoned home; 

all our greed and selfishness  

into the sea is thrown.  

Landfills burn whilst factories 

smoke,  

acidic rain falls; 

our mess is marked everywhere 

while the helpless Earth calls.  

It longs to be far away,  

left alone by us, 

no more rubbish, dirt or smoke,  

no stress or chaos.  

 

 

 

Coral Reef Bleaching Cody Heaton 

Deep in the warm oceans of the world, a myriad of colours astounded the 

eye. A box of jewels laid out on the ocean floor, teeming with life. Amethyst 

anemones arched into the sea; sapphire sponges searched for food; and sea 

worms wriggled in the waves.  

This is what it should be. What it used to be.  

Nowé death. White skeletons scare. Bleached bones bond together. All colour 

leaches away as the warm waters are the coralõs funeral. An aquamarine shroud 

hides devastation beneath. Fossil-like fingers reach up, begging for help. There is 

none. Absent algae leave calcium carbonate corpses in the coffin of the deep.   

We humans have destroyed our Earth -  

weõve drowned it in our greed.  

Weõve killed innocent animals  

and left the Earth to bleed.  

It cried out loud so many times,  

begging us to stop,  

but we blocked out its desperate shout 

and dumped more dirt on top. 

But we can fix it -  

now's our chance!  

Let the Earth be freed. 

Heal its pains, cuts and wounds; 

The Earth is in need.  
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Climate Change and What We Can Do to 

Stop It   Noah Piercy 

Climate change is an irrefutable reality; itõs happening now, weõre causing it 

and we are going to be the ones affected by it. Since the 19th century 

scientists have known about the devastating effects of greenhouse gases and 

for decades climate activists have warned us about the effects our lifestyles 

are having on the planet: but mostly in vain. Apathy and hypocrisy have 

stood in the way of action when urgent action is just what we need. 

Last year we managed to dump 37 gigatons of carbon dioxide into the 

atmosphere, a 2.7% increase on the year before, with CO2 levels reaching an 

unparalleled 45% over pre-industrial levels. This is catastrophic; with the Paris 

agreement and the UN setting further climate change goals one would have hoped 

for the exact opposite. But no. The human race has yet again surpassed all 

expectations and managed to stubbornly resist the truth that has been exposed to 

us for nearly a century. But thatõs not all, it gets worse. Nine of the 10 countries 

most vulnerable to climate change are in sub-Saharan Africa. Thatõs right; the 

world's poorest countries and the nations least responsible for climate change are 

going to be the ones who will inevitably suffer due to our reckless, indifferent 

western lifestyles. This is not right and itõs not fair. We need to act; we need to 

change. 

Fortunately, itõs possible. We can change, but it will take an unprecedented effort 

and a huge shift in the way we go about our lives. It will take generations of 

committed hard work to slowly reduce the impact we are having on the earth and 

hopefully one day reverse the damage we have already done. But it will soon be too 

late, there will come a day when we have damaged the earth so much and pumped 

out so much CO2 into the atmosphere the damage will become irreversible: 

runaway climate change. If this were to happen, we will have raised the amount of 

greenhouse gases so much that the positive feedback loops spurring on climate 

change will become unstoppable. An example: global warming leads to melting 

permafrost in the northern hemisphere thus letting more methane (a greenhouse 

gas 30 times more potent than CO2) enter the atmosphere. The extra methane will 

consequently exacerbate global warming leading to even more permafrost melting 

and more methane being released. Hopefully you can realise how urgent it is that 

we start curbing our emissions, not in a few years' time, but now. 

So how do we start to tackle climate change? What do we need to do as 

individuals to help stop the climate emergency? It will take a momentous effort 
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from everyone to successfully reduce our emissions enough to halt climate change. 

But it can be done. 

   Firstly, switch to a plant-based diet. Switching to a plant-based diet can cut the 

carbon footprint of your food by more than 90%. If that seems too much, at least 

try and avoid beef, tropical fruits imported by air and cheese. 

   Secondly, try to decrease your car journeys. Car sharing, using trains and 

ultimately walking and using a bike can dramatically reduce the greenhouse gases 

released. But at all costs avoid planes, a return economy flight from London to 

Majorca ð about two hours of flight time ð emits the equivalent of 490 kilograms of 

carbon dioxide, about as much as you would save in a year of going vegetarian or 

driving 2500 kilometers less. 

   Thirdly, try being more energy efficient at home. Using more efficient home 

appliances, having a lower-flow shower head and not leaving home appliances on 

standby can have a small, but significant effect on the emissions released.  

Halting climate change will be difficult, but it can be done and it must be done if 

we want to preserve the world we live in today. If we want to protect the fragile but 

beautiful world we live in, then we all have to radically change the way we lead our 

lives, not in a few yearsõ time, but now. Will you help to combat the ever-increasing 

problem of climate change? Will you be remembered as a person who gave their all 

to stop global warming, or will you be known as a stubborn hypocrite who helped 

fuel the demise of our planet? 

The choice is yours. 

MCO Concert 
 

Marlborough Concert Orchestraõs Winter Concert will 

take place on Saturday 7th December at 7.30pm in St 

Maryõs Church, Marlborough  

Programme: 

Schumann - Cello Concerto in A minor (soloist Caterina 

Isaia from the Yehudi Menuhin School) 

Khachaturian - Adagio from Spartacus Suite no. 2 

Sibelius - Karelia Suite 

Tickets on sale at Sound Knowledge, Hughenden Yard, Marlborough 

and on the door - adults £10, students £2 
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 Wet Mornings  Emily Coplestone 

On wet mornings, 

cold and damp, 

to the garden, 

out Iõd tramp, 

and watch a while 

with wonderous eyes, 

the dew drenched fields, 

and auburn skies. 

And Iõd seek out, 

in that great space, 

a silver web, 

of spiderõs lace; 

dew encrusted, 

fine of thread, 

in the rafters  

of the shed. 

And Iõd reach out, 

with finger and thumb, 

and snatch that web, 

from where it hung. 

For it really is 

the true nature of man 

to take what we want 

and destroy what we can. 

 

 


