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Our Town 

The picture on the front cover is familiar enough - an image that encapsulates a 

varied and vibrant community, a place we sometimes take for granted but which at 

the same time is very much ôour townõ. 

This month's edition attempts to get beneath the skin of that community 

through a series of interviews with people who play a leading part in what shapes us 

as Marlborough. We have insights from the Mayor, from the Headteacher of 

Marlborough St Mary's, from Bob Holman talking about the business community, 

Janneke Blokland on the work of MAPAG, and Martin Cook on the work of 

MADT. I am indebted to them for their time and trouble. I could not possibly do 

justice to the ôwholeõ town - perhaps later issues might take up the baton and 

explore more of what makes us who and what we are - but I hope that I have 

managed to give a little flavour of where we are and where we might be going. 

In addition this issue contains a miscellany of suggestions that might help you to 

shake off those winter blues; the second part of Barney Rosedale's and Bill Yates' 

excellent article on Drugs; a reminder from Father John Blacker that March is the 

month of Lent; and Mike Maclachlan, churchwarden of St Maryõs, explains the 

process of finding a new rector.  

Plus loads of fascinating information about what's happening in our community 

and our churches - lots of opportunities to get involved. 

May reading it put a spring in your step - metaphorically if not physically! 

 

David Du Croz, Editor 
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Marlborough Town 
 

An interview with the Mayor, Councillor Lisa Farrell  
 

What have been the most enjoyable things about your mayoral year? 

Definitely the community events when people come together to celebrate what is 

great about our town: turning on the Christmas Lights, the many events around 

Remembrance, and occasions like the tea-party in St Peter's in December which 

brought together so many who had some connection with that place when it was a 

church. 
 

What would you say have been the main achievements of your time as Mayor? 

I love working with the young - they're so important and the future of our town 

- so the Youth Centre and the newly established Youth Council I feel passionately 

about. Over £50,000 was raised to refurbish the Youth Centre, and I still work 

there every Friday evening as a volunteer when we have anything between 30 and 

80 young people. We still need to do more with the place and get more equipment, 

but it's a start to provide the young with a place of their own. And the Youth 

Council is a way to give the young a voice and involve them in community action. 
 

A role like yours doesn't come without its problems - what have been some of your biggest 

frustrations? 

I get really cross about the moaning and negativity - people are all too quick to 

criticise the Council about not getting things done, but are seldom willing to 

volunteer to help. Local bureaucracy is sometimes frustratingly slow - I would love 

to see Wiltshire Council working more together with the Town Council to improve 

things. The housing situation in the town worries me - not enough affordable 

property and houses going to out-of-town people - and the closure of the police 

station seems very short-sighted. 

 

And what about the challenges and opportunities going forward? 

So much still to do - traffic, parking, housing, schooling and so on. Money plays 

such a big part in all these decisions, and I don't think that the authorities always 

make best use of the resources we have for the true benefit of the people of 

Marlborough. But there are reasons to be optimistic - the Neighbourhood Plan will 

hopefully start to improve things - and there's far less party politics in the Council 

and some really good working together to make a difference. 
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Marlborough St Mary's Church of England 

Primary School 
 

An interview with the Headteacher, Anne Schwodler 
 

How long have you been a Headteacher? 

I was Head of the Infants' School, and then I became Head of Marlborough St 

Mary's when it combined with St Peter's School on this new site. So, about ten 

years in total. 
 

Managing that move and amalgamation must have provided a few challenges? 

We certainly had to fight hard to get the new school building that we wanted 

against what was being offered initially, but we are thrilled with the resulting design. 

Managing the two schools on a split site during the building phase created a few 

issues, and then we had to manage the actual physical move and create the new 

school - the previous St Mary's and St Peter's were very different, so it was 

important to start afresh from scratch. 
 

What have been some of the main successes in your first eighteen months in the new school? 

We have had a big push to develop the ôsoftõ side of the curriculum - the creative 

arts and the sports. Today for example our 50-strong choir is heading off to the O2 

Arena in London to take part in the Young Voices concert. Over half the KS2 

pupils (7- to 11-year-olds) now participate in the after-school sports clubs which we 

have developed with in-house expertise on the teaching staff. We also had an 

excellent art exhibition last summer showcasing the children's work. 
 

What are some of the challenges in the future? 

We will be due an OFSTED inspection fairly soon and it would be lovely to 

achieve ôoutstandingõ. We have an amazing teaching staff - dedicated and skilful - 

and we are beginning to see improvements across the board. Reading results for 

example are much better, and this year our focus is on Maths. We have an excellent 

resource base for children with special needs, and at the same time we are driving 

the middle and high-achievers to get better than average results. 
 

And what of the opportunities? 

We have had wonderful support from the local community and it would be 

lovely to build on that, which we are already doing with local schools, with the 

Church and through visiting the elderly. There's no room for complacency but we 

are very excited about what the future holds for the school. 
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Marlborough Business Community 
 

An interview with Bob Holman, owner of The Food Gallery 

 

Is there any one organisation which represents the Marlborough Business Community? 

Not really. Some years ago I set up a Retailers' Association, a lobby organisation 

to represent the views of the shops in town, but that no longer exists. There is the 

Marlborough Area Development Trust (see the interview with Martin Cook on page 8) 

but that does something a bit different. The Marlborough Area Board gives grants, 

and works with local people to find solutions to local issues, and then there's the 

local Chamber of Commerce, but its focus is more towards the professions. Most 

of my involvement now revolves around networking and sharing best practice. 
 

What have been the main concerns of local businesses? 

Rents and rates must be at the top of the list, and both are very high. 

Marlborough is a popular destination and commercial property commands a high 

value. A lot of High Street property is owned by absentee landlords or pension 

funds. It's very difficult for a tenant to have a close working relationship with a 

landlord to run and grow the business - the landlords themselves are running 

businesses and know that eventually a tenant will come along who will pay the high 

rent. 

Rates tend to follow rents and are another huge cost for the retailer. The whole 

system of business rates is pretty archaic and needs reforming. Rates are determined 

by such things as the size of shop frontage and in Marlborough whether or not you 

are on the north ôsunny sideõ of the street. High rents and high rates make life on 

the High Street very tough. 
 

What are the main opportunities and challenges for the town? 

Retailers need to be more innovative to stay alive. Chains can subsidise the rates 

for their businesses in Marlborough, but independents do not have that sort of 

clout, so they need to reinvent themselves. In terms of planning the Council has an 

overall plan but little control over detail, so it is important if we wish to retain the 

character of the High Street that the independent businesses survive. 

Hopefully Visit Wiltshire's Great West Way might help to develop the local 

economy, but there's not much else happening that's going to make a substantial 

difference. Marlborough is an experience that needs to be promoted as such - 

retailers have to be proactive. 
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Marlborough Area Poverty Action Group 
 

An interview with one of the trustees, the Revd Dr Janneke Blokland. 
 

So, what is MAPAG and how did it come about? 

MAPAG started about 6 years ago and developed largely out of the Food Bank. 

It is non-political and not church-based, though it has close links with some of the 

churches. It came about partly because it was felt that there was a need to recognise 

that, though largely hidden, poverty exists in Marlborough. 
 

What does it actually do? 

A number of related things, but much of its work is to do with identifying 

problems, making an inventory of what needs to be done and then bringing the 

right people together to respond to those needs. It works with the homeless and 

supports the work of the Food Bank. It also works with and in schools, and 

sponsors children for the Leisure Centre's Camp Activate, an activity programme 

run during the school holidays. 
 

What have been some of the major issues MAPAG has tried to deal with? 

Food poverty and homelessness are the main problems, but also the lack of 

support services. There is no longer a Citizens Advice Bureau in the town; the 

nearest jobcentre is in Devizes; there is no Youth Worker and the Children's Centre 

has closed. It's very difficult for those in need to get the necessary support. One of 

the things MAPAG is trying to do is to centralise information about the full nature 

and extent of poverty and bring people together to tackle the problems. 
 

What have been some of its main achievements? 

I think just raising awareness about poverty in Marlborough has been one of the 

most important things, and building up good relations with families in need. We 

have managed to raise money - funding comes from individuals and from money 

raised by Waitrose, Tesco and others - for a Summer Trip for families. This last 

summer we took 46 children and parents to the Cotswold Wildlife Park, for some 

of whom this would be their only day out for the whole of the holidays. 
 

And what are the opportunities and challenges facing MAPAG? 

Part of the problem is that poverty in Marlborough is fairly hidden, and because 

it is not as overtly dire as elsewhere it stays below the radar of the relevant 

authorities. We also need to look into the problem of loneliness and the elderly, as 

well as things like fuel poverty. Continuing to build up a body of information, and 

finding the funds and people to deliver what is needed are our main immediate 

concerns. 
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Marlborough Area Development Trust 
 

An interview with the Chairman, Martin Cook 
 

So, what exactly is the Trust and how did it come about? 

Marlborough Area Development Trust was formed in 2000, as ôa non-profit-

making voluntary organisation working in, with and for the communityõ. Kennet 

District Council wanted to support community groups financially and to facilitate 

projects. There werenõt many charity-type models to choose from, so we plumped 

for the Development Trust concept with a formal constitution and a board of 

directors. 
 

And what does it do? 

There are two kinds of project MADT facilitates. The first are those that are 

brought to us by other groups or individuals in the community who have a great 

idea but need help to make it happen - we have worked in partnership with Action 

for the River Kennet (ARK) for example. The second type of project is the home-

grown variety that comes from within the board or membership of MADT. 

Examples from the past include setting up an online business directory when the 

TIC was closed down and introducing the popular Free WiFi service for 

Marlborough High Street. 
 

What are the sort of things that you are currently working on?  

Our main focus currently is developing support for ôDigital Makingõ (see separate 

web site at www.makerspace.marlborougharea.org). We are entering an age driven 

by a range of new technologies. Equipping both adults and young people for this 

changing society and world of work is therefore becoming ever more vital, 

especially in the context of essential digital skills. We have two key strands of 

activity: developing support and resources to encourage the combination of new 

digital technologies with craft and engineering expertise - with a long-term aim to 

develop a local ôMakerspaceõ as a key resource; providing Digital Making education 

support for both adults and under-18õs, much of which is happening in 

collaboration with youngsters and staff at St Johnõs.  

By way of example, this work has included running meetings of a Marlborough 

Maker Group where interested individuals can meet and share their digital making 

ideas, and developing and selling online low-cost Digital Making Kits. 
 

And what of the future? 

An economically thriving and socially cohesive community of the future will 

need to accept and embrace the rise of new technologies. This focus of our current 

activity hopes to raise the profile of digital making and get more people involved.  
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St Mary's Church The search for our new rector 

 

Churchwarden Mike Maclachlan explains the process 
 

Some sixteen years ago we were looking for a new rector to oversee our 

Marlborough Anglican Team (St Maryõs in the town, St Georgeõs Preshute in 

Manton and St John the Baptist in Minal). Andrew Studdert-Kennedy was 

appointed and the family became a Marlborough fixture right up to the end of last 

year. Many of us witnessed Andrewõs ôinstitution and inductionõ in November as 

Team Rector and Vicar of St Andrewõs, Uxbridge. But Marlborough was where 

deep friendships were forged, where Jamie, Phoebe, Alice and Megan grew up 

while Andrew and Annie cared for old and young alike in our congregations. 

Since then we have been in an ôinterregnumõ, a period for taking stock, having a 

think about the kind of person we need to take us on and generally getting used to 

life without our rector. Itõs amazing how our congregations and churches have 

stepped up and are pulling together: itõs proving to be a time of growth, fending for 

ourselves with the help of retired clergy and the chaplaincy at Marlborough College. 

We have found that the Church of Englandõs process for finding clergy is 

lengthy. There is much consultation within the hierarchy, meetings to be held and a 

job description (ôProfileõ) to be prepared. Then thereõs advertisement, followed by a 

month during which potential applicants can mull over whatõs on offer. 

Applications received by the deadline are subjected to a short-listing and, finally, 

the selected candidates interviewed. We know because we went through that 

process in the autumn ð although we sadly didnõt feel able to appoint anyone. 

In the hope that we are older and wiser, we are revising our Profile to reflect a 

much more attractive, upbeat proposition with more input from our various 

Marlborough communities. Our plan is to re-advertise at the end of February and 

interview at the beginning of May, with the new Bishop of Ramsbury, Andrew 

Rumsey, and Archdeacon of Wiltshire, Sue Groom, leading our panel. Once the 

appointment is made one could expect a minimum three month notice period to 

the appointeeõs existing parish before the move to Marlborough ð probably taking 

us up to September. 

We are praying that we can spot the person God is calling out as Rector for 

Marlborough é meantime we hang on in there! 

Christian Aid  

Special invitation to hear from Joanna Tom-Kargbo from Sierra Leone.  

Sunday 17 March 11am: Service and lunch: St John the Baptist Pewsey, 
Church Street, Pewsey SN9 5DL. www.christianaid.org.uk/events/delivering-

hope-joanna-tom-kargbo-visits-south-west 
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Drugs: Doing Less Harm Part 2 
 

Dr. Barney Rosedale and Bill Yates (ex-Oxfam), both Marlborough Quakers, were stirred into 

advocacy for Drug policy reform by other Quakers who visited Portugal to look into innovative 

drugs policies. Tony and Voirrey Faragher found that Portugalõs decriminalisation of drug use in 

2001 is working. Drugs-related illness and deaths have fallen. Less people are in prison for drugs-

related offences. The country is now inching towards further reforms that will ultimately bring all 

drugs into a legally regulated regime ð and incidentally, take supply out of the hands of criminals.  

In the last issue of T&T they looked at the international scale and consequences of the ôWar 

on Drugsõ. In this second article their focus is more particularly on the UK and on alternative 

policy options. 
 

Tobacco and Alcohol 

In Britain tobacco and alcohol are both legal. And it is because they are legal that 

regulation and more effective education can be put to work. A good example is the 

remarkable change in social habits and behaviours that has been achieved in a 

relatively short time by the bans on smoking in public spaces and in workplaces. 

Both of these drugs are addictive to different, but significant degrees and they are 

far more lethal than most of the illegal drugs that we moralise about. Tobacco-

related disease still kills 120,000 people a year and alcohol kills 7,300. We must 

regard action on both of them as ôwork in progressõ. Perhaps we can also learn 

lessons that might be relevant to new policies on what are currently illegal drugs. 

We can also learn from the experience of an increasing number of countries and 

American states that are well ahead of us in reforming their drugs laws: not just 

Uruguay and Portugal, but Switzerland, Canada and just now, New Zealand. 

Perhaps we can also begin work on the long haul through the UN to lift the entire 

drugs supply chain out of criminal hands.  
 

Drug-related crime is an increasingly serious and urgent issue in Britain. Over the 

past year we have seen the surge in knife murders that are part of turf wars between 

rival drugs gangs. We have learned a new term: ôCounty Linesõ, that describes an 

illegal drugs supply system. We have heard authoritative statements by recently 

retired Chief Constables and by elected Police and Crime Commissioners calling 

for drugs policy reform. Drugs-related trials are also a burden on the overstretched 

judiciary. A number of our prisons are becoming ungovernable in large part 

because of drugs in gaols. In short our entire criminal justice system is burdened by 

our dysfunctional drugs policy. It is time to consider taking the entire drugs issue 

out of the criminal justice system and putting it in the health and medical system 

where it properly belongs.  
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Regulation and Enforcement 

There are many dangers within our society, and one of the main duties of 

government is to protect the public. We gratefully accept the regulation which they 

apply, with varying degrees of competence and success, to a wide area of our lives, 

to fire risks of mattresses and tower blocks, to vehicles and how they are driven, to 

our food and our pharmaceutical drugs. If we were to abandon the idea of a ôdrug-

freeõ world, legalise these drugs and control them by detailed legal regulation, stage 

by stage we could take the production and supply out of the hands of criminals and 

into the control of medical staff.  

Serious drugs would be medically prescribed with registration of addicts, 

provision of free or subsidised pure drug and needles, supervised by trained staff, 

with advice on toxicity and reduction. Others would be available as pharmacy sales, 

restricted amounts, age restrictions, consistent dosage and full information but no 

advertising or branding. Licenced premises or membership clubs could supply 

drugs like cannabis with all the above restrictions, control of the strengths available 

and consumption on the premises. Some drugs might be available as licenced sales 

as we now buy tobacco or alcohol, but without advertising. All drugs would be 

taxed and this together with reduced costs to police, courts, hospitals and prisons, 

would, from the experience of places like Portugal, Switzerland and some USA 

states, more than pay for the transition to legal regulation and its enforcement.  
 

Public Opinion 

So why has our supposedly rational, humane and liberal government not 

abandoned the ôWar on Drugsõ? It is partly an obsession with Brexit, but more a 

state of public opinion, encouraged by some particular newspapers, which makes 

politicians think that if they move in this direction they will be thought to be ôsoft 

on drugsõ and unelectable. We need to spread the word and make it clear to our 

representatives that we want a more humane and sensible approach to this 

problem. 

MARLBOROUGH CHORAL SOCIETY 

SPRING CONCERT 

MARCH 30, 7:30 PM, ST. MARYôS CHURCH 

Mozart óSolemn Vespersô  

John Rutter óFeel the Spiritô with guest soloists. 

Tickets Ã10 /Students Ã2/ under 16s free, from choir members,  
Sound Knowledge or on the door  

www.marlboroughchoralsociety.org.uk and fb 
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Letter from Nick Maurice 
The article ôDrugs: Doing Less Harmõ (part one) by Barney Rosedale and Bill Yates 

(Tower and Town February edition) was welcome and timely, as it pointed out the 

cost to humanity in crime and lives. 

The controlled legalisation of all drugs would have a major impact on death 

rates, crime, prison populations, with the implied cost at £40,000 per year per 

prisoner to all of us tax payers, and morbidity, as has already been shown in such 

countries as Portugal. 

We, most of us, take mood altering substances whether alcohol or nicotine or 

cannabis, crack cocaine or heroin. What can be the rationale for making some of 

them legal and appropriately controlled within the public health arena  and others 

illegal and being very badly controlled within the criminal justice system with such 

devastating consequences? In 2015 there were 3674 deaths from drug overdose in 

UK, the highest rate per head of population in Europe. 

Having had four young patients die from drug overdose in our small market 

town in the 1980s and 90s, I am convinced that all of them would be alive today if 

they had had proper access to their drugs and support within the NHS for their 

addiction, rather than having to indulge in criminal behaviour to purchase their 

drugs and constantly having to avoid the law for the possession of the same. 

We should all bring pressure to bear on our politicians to legalise drugs ð we will 

be saving lives, drastically reducing prison populations and making our world a 

safer place in which to live. 

Nick Maurice  

YŜƴƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ !Ǿƻƴ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ  
tŀǝŜƴǘ tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ όttDύ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ 

!ƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ¢Ŝŀ ŀƴŘ ΨDŜǘ hƴƭƛƴŜΩ 9ǾŜƴǘ  
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ т aŀǊŎƘΣ нΦлл ς пΦлл ǇƳΣ aŀǊƭōƻǊƻǳƎƘ {ǳǊƎŜǊȅ 

/ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀǘ aŀǊƭōƻǊƻǳƎƘ {ǳǊƎŜǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƻǳǊ /ŀǊŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
ŎƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ tŀǊƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ¦Y ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀƪŜΦ  

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ttDΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴΦ hǳǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ttD ǎǳǊǾŜȅ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎ ŬƴŘ 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
ǎƻƳŜ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ  

¢ƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ L5 ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊŀŎǝŎŜ 
¢ŜŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛǎǎǳŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ  

 


