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It is flatly unsurprising that a love of reading underpins my career as an Engl
teacher. Might | find myself disheartened then, in a climate of statistics blea
depicting the notion of teenagers reading for pleasure as the weakly held hope
bygone utopia? Pessimistic about the chance of finding studeritewrose
novels or leaping at the chance to hotly debate the limits of literature? No, not le
because, on t he TovaerqedSowmfu 6t hi § i madn thio
of all of that.

Thi s mont hds i ssue sees anot her c
students. Within this, some creatively recount the moment of reading someth
life-changingly good, some challenge us to read through a different lens, and s
philosophise the purpose and parameters of literature. All are a testament to
love of reading thought to be so elusive in students of secondary school age.

My thanks go tG@ower and Tof@n,granting us the privilege of showcasing our
students® voices again. Also, to Ma
about reading in the town and in the minds of our students. And finally, my than
go to the students whose work is included in these dpdgegyour voracious
enjoyment of reading, for fanning the embers of a hope that teenagers might
down their phones and pick up a book,dalivays for making me love my job.

I on

Lauren Sanl
(Deputy Head of Facul
St. &GolMMar | bprou

St Johnds also submitted some fine
Town website edition of this magazine. A small poignant sample by Ava Mitche
is shown on page 11 to whet your appetite. All are definitely worth seeing.

https://towerandtown.org.uk

Cover desighn by Peter Nobl e

Compil er: Peter Nobl e Proof readers: Julia Peel



Thoughts i nvoked by LI

Year 13 student, Caitriona Durcak, shares her thoughts on
Fi t z g elthael d@rse a twhilg ehevsing pvér, the topic of
the public debate that opened
Festival: 0Can male authors wr
| ove?d

When arguing whether men can write accurately about women in love, w
focus onThe Great Gaisby we mu st consider that F
about | ove didndét solely stem from |
inspiration from real life people to accurately portray their persona, thoughts a
feelings. His biggest influence was his wife, Zelda.

Fitzgerald was often influenced by love letters and diary entries written by
wife. In fact, this subtle plagiarism was so common that, when a famous edit
of fered to publish Zel dad6s diaries,
material for his own novels.

Indeed, F. Scott Fitzgerald possessed a commendable talent, shared amc
numerous esteemed authors: the knack of transformififg regbressions of love
and sentiment into enthralling narratives and relatable characters. This abi
arguably, contributed significantly to the depth, authenticity, and resonance of
wor ks, consequently enriching the r
mind of women.

For example, the famous quote from Daisy Buchanan about her infant daugh

0l hope she is a fool, that 6s t he be
fool 6 was a direct Foguager ardmbaseeéda
character on Zel dads. Zel da, mu c h

vi vacious personality. Zeldaos passi
she wr ot e for Fitzgerald and used
GatsbhyThe essence of Zelda can truly b
Year 13 student , Georgina Sl ei

argument

When responding to this question, the concept of gender is moot; our foc
should remain on the struggle to articulate something independent from our o
experience. Every individual has a mental framework through which we interp
our current interactions, and this is cultivated through our experiences. So, wi



writing about the abstract concept of love, it is practically impossible to remove t
personal cognitive blueprint and pr

In Fitzgerald, we are given the perfect example to a man who has an inabilit)
see beyond his own nose.

There is much proof of this, for i
oyou havenodt the faintest idea wha
Hemi ngway who | ater told Max Perkin

doesndt know anything about peopl e. (
refused to accept any regi me which v

One cannot help but understand from these comments from friends and clo
acquaintances that Fit zger aicantérednepse r
When writing to his publisher in 19
femal e characters. 6 Fitgeraldds sto
the people and experiences in his life. Yet, how he did so was guestiona
Responding to a reporter Zelda said
which mysteriously disappeared shortly after my marriage. He seems to bel
pl agiarism begins in the home. 6

Earlier, we heard from the opposition that, by using the exact words of femal
in his life, Fitzgerald is accurately portraying their experience. However, |
fundamental flaw in this line of argument is that by separating such words from-
voice and context in which they were written allows Fitzgerald to fit them into h
narrative and remove the meaning and purpose in which they were originally ste
| am sure most individuals here today can relate or imagine a sentence of tf
being plucked from its context and be interpreted in another way.

Fitzgerald can be seen as a case study to demonstrate the difficulty of detac
ourselves from our personal experience; the struggle to create a wholly unbic
piece of work.

Year 10 student, Sophie Richards, recounts her experience of
discovering the novel7he Virgin Suicidesby Jeffrey Eugenides

and shares her thoughts on the text.

6Al'l wisdom ends in paradox. 0

It was late July of 2022 when | first came across this novel. Nostalgia lingere
the air, entrancing me as | wandered down a cobbled lane on the island of
Mar yds, Il sl es of Scilly. Turning do
stand on the left side, displaying an array of different items. Small crystals litte
one corner, whilst the other side held homemade bracelets and necklaces, w
stack of five worn and read books next to them. | glanced at the first boo
stopping with slight shock at the title. The cover was dark green with a pink b
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and five green flowers. The title re
this casual mention of taboo subjects, | rifled through my purse to find a pour
coin. | dropped it into the can and made my way to the beach with the novel.

Set in the quiet suburbs of Michigan in the 1970s, it follows the five Lisbc
sisters and the events leading up to their deaths. The story is told in first per:
plural and past tense by a group of boys who claim to have loved the sisters.
using this narration technique, the author creates a sense of unity with the rea
and the narrators, however still leaving an air of mystery around the girls.

Eugenides uses symbolism in numerous ways to explore themes of isolat
adolescence, and loss of innocence in a way that brings the reader to feel a d¢
connection to the story. For exampl
significant symbolism, serving as a visual representation of the decay and
occurring in the seemingly perfect neighbourhood. The trees witness the girls' |
as they grow and change, capturing the transient nature of youth. As the tr
wither, so do the sisters and their mental health.

"The Virgin Suicides" emphasises the elusiveness of understanding others f
Despite the narrators' intense fascination with the Lisbon sisters and their me
attempts to unravel their lives, they ultimately fail to grasp the depth of the
experiences and motivations, seeing them not as individuals, but as a collet
consciousness. The novel suggests that true understanding of another pers
inner wor ki ngs may remain elusive,
comprehension of one another. However, it is important to note that the novel al
critiques the male gaze and the objectification of women; it presents tl
consequences, highlighting the tragic outcomes that result from the girls' lack
being understood and their repression within a patriarchal society.

These messages intertwine to create a complex exploration of repress
alienation, loss, and the intricacies of human existence. "The Virgin Suicid
prompts readers to reflect on societal pressures, the challenges of adolescence
the fragility of life, provoking a deeper examination of the human psyche. Jeff
Eugenides combines important messages still relevant in society with an increc
story, leaving a lasting impact on those who read his work.

Year 13 student, Emma Wing employs the perspective of one of
the novel s characters when co
the same novel:7he Virgin Suicidesby Jeffrey Eugenides.

When Cecilia kills herself, | am o
An odd collection of faces: some rough, others round, spotted with snub noses
pixie ears, but all with the same protruding pupils, boring into the abyss betweer
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in desperation to draw us near. Mother has dug a chasm in the centre of the ro
to protect us from their careless values and soft jaws, aching to turn into stub

and sinew, mocking motherds efforts
But | think it is more for their sake the room remains ruptured. If spotted, the st
threads of hair on Maryds wupper |irpg
spun of us.

Might the boys understand my sisters and me? After all, they have come t
party in the Lisbon hougea strange, wounded animal, lying bloody on the street
like roadkill. But when we see them through the twitch of their curtains, those sa
buggish eyes pulsing with reckless excitement at our catching them, or we |
them gathering gossip from their mo
unknown to them. We may be wallpaper to our parents, but we are hangi
artwork to those boygretty pictures that plump the egos of those who think they
can i nfer our meani ngs, but ul ti mat
colours a little too long.

| wonder if the world forgets that my sisters and | are real, with our feet plant
on the soil and not floating somewhere above. Ghostly to many and cruelly ang
to those boys, | know that my sisters and | are anything but: reality has bound
our only escape to burrow further into the earth.

Funeral Service

Local independent family funeral directors

PR

G
:

Parade Mews | The Parade | Marlborough | Wiltshire SN8 INE | T: 01672 511836

E: daniel@claridgefuneralservice.co.uk | www: claridgefuneralservice.co.uk
Available 24 hours a day all year round, for information, help and advice



I am thinking about this when Cecilia asks to go upstairs; she keeps tuggin
the bracelets on her wrists with eyelids downturned like wilting petals droppi
closer to the floor. She was happy this morning when we were all in our rool
singing to the record Lux had snuck from under her bed and comparing the feel
muscles in our ar ms. I s the boyso
womanly figure instead of the mess of a girl she is? So, in the seconds later, w
Cecilia flings herself to her death, part of me knows that she did not jump fro
that ledge but was pushed by the hands of Time and the restless boys who wi
its minutes to tick faster in their greed to turn a young girl into an object of shar
fantasies.

Bloody and broken, like an effigy of a biblical sacrifice, our eyes meet the m
of white and red that is now my sister: how can she look so perfectfyqaame
in a state of girlhoedvhen God was clearly never on her side? How can our owr
thirst for violence burn in our throats when we spy her punctured chest? In book
it is always women who suffer the impalement of fence spikes and the sting
societybds cold shoulder, y et my Si s
beating heart of frustration and longing, the same as any boy. Yet when herded
a corner, by futile parents and afkradwing town, the wounded animal has no
one left to bite but itself.

Lux jokes that whilst the boys over the road may feature briefly in our lives
passing thoughts of puzzlement and
| wonder whether through their words we will become as hazy and hollow as t
women on our shelveas purely physical as the literature our mother plans to burr
- or if something more could be spooned from us: if a girl like myself could pick t
the pages and see the honest truth that all had failed to retlgnis® amount
of clinical love or prying obsession can ease, or comprehend, the horror of bein
teenage girl in a world that does not care. Maybe she could read our story |
understand that being a young girl is scary and unrelenting, like a raging fire,
simultaneously thrumming with sparkling, unadulterated hope.

None of us Lisbon girls were understood as beautiful in the ways that mattert
Yet perhaps the girl who reads our
suffering, but grow to see herself and others through unclouded eyes too.

Year 13 student, Beth BradburBirrell poetically reflects on
what can be felt and | earned i
Kipling.
olf,6 it begins. )
The boy listens intently to the words as they take flight,
Soaring from the lips of his father which kiss him goodnight.
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The words are his and their own, growing greater, taller.

They climb the walls and fill the darkened room,
thrash against the distant hum of war

and follow him, the frestyed little boy,
into the frightening world beyond the door.

They bandage up the grazes on his knees,
and stitch up scrapes and scraps that tear his clothes,

Sew up the tears in dastked khaki green that hangs around his ankles
obut hedl |l grow.

Hedl |l grow one day, for these wor
they meet with doubt a firm salute of trust.

And hold his wideyed head upon his shoulders,
while others lose theirs, rolling through the dust.

They burst across the twilight sky like shrapnel,
fill the frightening dark with jewels of light

For him to hang his eager boyhood dreams on,
to comfort him throughout the looming night.

They lead his earnest mind to wonder why it is that they march on,
with weapons raised,

And fight the rows on rows of other boys who march,
and fall, and bleed red just the same.

They reach out from the centre of the Earth and hold him to her
though thereds nothing | eft of
but heavy heart and eyes that long to shut, to let him find his rest.

So, they sing to him a lullaby. They let him rest and close his weary eyes

But whisper in his ear that when dawn comes,
theyoll wake him up to watch t he

They carry him far from the night to refuge
his khakis now stop just short of his shins,

And finally, worlds from his wtorn homeland,
he basks in peace and, once again, begins.

They sip the sunlight, slipping through the trees like molten gold,
and bleed into the stream,

who cleans his wounds, and soothes his aching feet,
and sweeps away the losses he has seen.

His is the Earth and everything within it,
the peace he chased and conflicts yet to come,

for the words that held at bay the ruthless world sing from the sky:
oYou are a Man, my son. o
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The words, unequivocally profound and equally simple, cannot belong solely
Kipling, nor to the boy or to his fathi&they are greater than him, greater than you
or me, for they inevitably become greater. They are what it is to survive, to
human, words to live by. The boy is faceless, for he is anyone and every
pursuing peace and |l iberation, humar

Year 13 student, Sadie Watts s
Tale Heartodo by Edgar Al l an Poe
you questioning your morality.

0True! Nervous, very, very dreadfu
short story The Tellale Heart. From the beginning, the story immerses you ir
chaos; there i s no escape. The narrtr
spiral with them. The lack of responsibility and ownership the narrator holds lea
the reader in a difficult pl ace. Al
attempt to understand, you do. You do understand why the narrator blames the
mands eye for his insanity. You do
old man he has to kill him. You are made to feel as though you are there, holc
the | antern into the old mands room

When | first read this story, [ w a
read it, itdés felt |Iike a new story
ending, it never ceased to amaze me. It left me feeling emotions no other story
left me feeling. The detailed description of everything the narrator was goi
through |l eft you feeling exhausted
done. I didndét think it was possi bl
Poe had twisted the protagonistos s
guilty for a crime you have committed is seen as a good thing. It shows that you
a person like everybody else. Not feeling remorse is foreign to many people at
clear sign that you are a terrible person, there is no hope for you. But in this st
story it is depicted as the opposite. The narrator is so close to getting away with
crime they even sit with the police officers in the very room it happened in, wi
them never suspecting a thing. It is their guite heart beating under the
floorboards that ruins their chance of freedom.

For the few pages you are engaged with this story, Poe twists the way you
about things. He doesnot all ow for
having for dinner | ater, or that vyo
at the weekend. All you can consider and ask is, why? Why did the protagonist
to feel this way? Why was he looking after this old man in the first place? | thi



thatds one of the reasons | l ove it
protagonist and the cathartic experience of the murder is a journey 1 thil
everybody should take.

Year 11 Student, | mogen Gr ang ¢
lesserknown stories

0The Minpinsd is a story written b
best work, it conveys strong ideas and opinions that people in modern society
still relate to and feel a connect
Mi npi ns o, and when you buy a compl e

know the story well, and | found this absence intriguing, so | decided to find o
what spurred the decision to place this book in a separate category to the others

In other Dahl stories, there is most usually a strongly communicated moral.
example, in numerous boek8 J ames and t he Giant Pe
Medi ci ned, 06 Ma t-iwed steaaduynning theine of Tekemge aAna vell

deserved comeuppance. Most definite
the message to the younger readers is almost threatd@nghose who are
sel fish, greedy and ignorant wil/ n

of compassion through the character of Willy Wonka, who parted with th
tormented children with considerable glee and pride.

We also see certain independence through the young protégwtistare
often surrounded by characters who embody laziness and cruelty, traits that
immediately looked down upon by readers. There is a certain feeling of compas
and admiration felt for these children as they are neglected and thrown ir
impossibly wicked situations by their elders. These themes contrast greatly from
book 6The Minpinsd, Dahl 6s | ast bool
The main character, Billy, is the epitome of everything that we expect from a yol
childd he is wildly curious, adventurous, and easily swayed. Our first recognition
this difference in character is sparked when Dahl uses a rather dark and broo

met aphor of the Devil Owhi speringo
rebellious thoughts.
Al most i mmedi ately after Billy giwv

faced with a consequence to his actions: adeaidr experience due to the
appearance and pursuit of t h eesquei | |
creature. During his escape, Billy meets the Midiimg people who have been
subjected to l'iving in the trees I
involvement with their daily battle with death makes us realise that while Billy
presented as the protagonist, he really lacks any hero status, and is just obse
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the persecution of a completely separate entity.

I n Dahl s ot her books, the main ct
hardship throughout t heir whol e |
Marvell ous Medi cined had been | ivin

bullying him for years, and because of this, we relish her disappearance/ poss
death, as our sympathy towards George fuels our yearning for his vengea
against his grandmother. The same desire for revenge is not provoked wt

reading 6The Minpinsd. While the 066G
Mi npi ns, it seems i mmor al to cl ass
purely animalistic, no matter how f
stories, the Ovillaind is always hu

bet ween their actions and the prot.
amusing and satisfactory to the reader.

Contrastingly, when the 6Grunchero
both Billy and the Minpins, we donoadt
other books. Consequently, the story lacks the certain and confident ending that
are so used to in Dahlds typical st

loss or gain. This evident contrast in story lines, themes and morals gives us
extra facet of wunderstanding of Roal
an insight into another side of him. Since this was published after his death, i
uncertain as to whether he wrote th
change in tone came about, or if as it was written for his daughter, it was far m
personal, heartfelt and honest. In addition, the book did not receive the Quent
Blake illustrations until 2017, and the original book contains far more realis
pictures that lack the slapstick flair that is featured in the other books; perhaps |
also contributed to the underlying seriousness.

I n concl usi on, the messages that a
intriguing and admirable, leaving it open to criticism. This makes it enticing for
ages, and therefore, | think that it most definitely should be read.

Year 10 student, Rachel Darby, explains how she found a tale of
hope and resil i en datershipDd¥vm c har d

It seems slightly odd that such a famous, classic book would actually be ab
rabbits, but thenWatership Dows surprising in many ways. At first, | was
uncertain whether it would be worth reading, but | soon found myself engrossed
the story.

The Sandleford Warren once provided a safe home for the rabbits that live
there, but disaster was inevitable. When Fasgoung rabbit with a sixth sense
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predicts the danger, he and his brother, Hazel, lead a small group into the \
countryside. With nowhere to go, the rabbits must stick together and fight |
survive in a cruel world where small animals are overlooked.

Ri chard Adams once said that he 0si

daughters on | ong car journeys and t
peopleds annoyance, due to the many
up with for the book. l'tds interest

though, as they are often thought of as cute and cuddly, but are portrayed g
differently inWatership Dovtach rabbit has a unique and developed personality
with good and bad qualities, which helps you to relate to them. They display loy:
intelligence, resilience and hard work, but each one has its own weakness. ¢
these animals are portrayed to have hiliksamualities, it raises questions
surrounding animal rights, but it also explores the way humans treat nature and
environment, exposing their lack of respect fdfdtership Doemcouraged me to
think more about these topics, and
made me consider the impacts (intentionally or otherwise) that we humans
have on our beautiful planet. This is particularly relevant considering the increas
rate of development that is destroying our green spaces and animal habitats, lei
us with areas of brick and concrete. After reAlatgrship Dgwrfound myself
truly appreciating the stunning area on my doorstep and enjoying more ti
outside.

Despite the challenges these animals face, this book focuses a lot on theme
hope and resilience. Throughout the book, some of the characters tell stories at
OEAhrairah6, who was a |l egendary rab
with a Thousand Enemiesbé, i nspiring
whole world seems against you, there is always hope. The first and last lines o
book continue this theme of hope: even when things seem grim, the first line
0The primroses were overo6 while the
to bloomé which, in many ways, refl e

| laughed, cheered, and cried myself through this book. It was -thougft
provoking and gratifying, and | hope you will experience it for yourself too. Or
guotation really stood out to me, and | believe it suMé&tgrship Doparfectly:

oAl I the world wildl be vyour enemy
whenever they catch you, they wild/l I

--=000---
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MARLBOROUGH CONCERT ORCHESTRA

Saturday 2nd December - 7:30pm
St Mary's Church, Marlborough

Sibelius Finlandia

Philip Singleton Earthrise

Leroy Anderson A Christmas Festival
Sibelius Symphony No. 2

TICKETS: £12 ADULTS / £2 STUDENTS
From Sound Knowledge, on the door (cash or
card) or online by scanning the QR code
orvia: https://bit.ly/48EwfMI

CONDUCTOR: PHILIP SINGLETON
LEADER: KAREN SANCTO
www.mco.org.uk

Ava Mitchell

? bluebird
care
' : Kl .\ M I.fyou.feelyouhave
more than just a D - E || whatittakesto care,

callus, we'd love to

career in care™ ' i you
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A Good Read Debby Guc

| realise that for you, dear readers, the LitFest is now a distant, happy memory
as | dm tmypcolleaguestaleislsmped in corners of the shop, gazing
nothing with a 1,00¢ard stare, triumphant but exhausted. At this point in the yea
wedr e pr et-ouy yetstllithey condeall khe big titles are published in
the aut umn, and we read as fast as
an elaborate excuse for a November column full of plans and intentions and Vv
little actual reviewing of Things Already Read. Please forgive.

Luke Jennings talked at the festival about his new tRdiee, which | had on
my O6to be read when the paperback c
went mad and bought the hardback. Ten pages in, so not really able to form
opinion yet, but itds | ooking good
read his memoB/lood Knotswhi ch | dve been pressin
ing to Simon MasoA(Killing in November and The Broken Afternoor) was
fun and having asked him for his re
by Peter Templen¢tPaul Temple, by Francis Durbridge, remember him from the
far-distant crime fiction past?)

| obviously took my eye off the ball earlier in the year, because | was deligt
and surprised by the ar r iCahaliaJaadhichFr s
somehow got published and printed without my noticing. It sounds very differe
from Light Perpetuahich was very different froGolden Hjll b u t i fooit
either of them it wildl be a treat wi
forward (grammar). have e ad R o0 s eAbsodlutadyrarsdiFagraévedim little
novel of first love, evocatively detailed, poignant with the knowledge brought
hindsight, gently mortifying, a lovely little book.

Kassi a The Racgltodhe Felmsunds absol utely el
ofamotords or ry 06 a tatedromoReking edaris in 1907. Over moun-
tains and deserts, with barely any discernible roads and even less petrol, five
with the motleyist (?) assortment of drivers hurtled across continents, their progt
breathlessly reported in one of the first global news stories. Seventy years earli
southern England, Isambard Kingdom Brunel, engineer, architect, designer, ma
ick entrepreneur and s h al | we say O-ovasmntmhs®nmingc h
transport with his railway network. Tim Bryan, director of the Brunel Institute he
written Iron, Stone and Stdaont the man and his successes and the odd spectac
lar failure.
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Whast On i n October

Through Novébeer mfaVed nesday)

Art Workshops at the White Horse Bookshop, 136 High Street, Marlborough.

Extremely popular one day Art workshops throughout the Autumn, held in the
Bookshop studio which looks onto the gallery. Workshops include watercolour
seascapes, calligraphy, Christmas card scenes, pastels, oil painting and acryli

For more details see website:
https://www.whitehorsebooks.covaidsinbps?sort=created

57" Sunday)

Marlborough College Concert Series, Memorial Hall 7.30pm

Violinist Jennifer Pike is joined by Philip Dukes (viola) and Jeremy Pike (piano
with a programme to include: Rebecca Gidbkenka; Jeremy PikeElegy for
Ukraine; Grie@ Sonata No. 1 in F major; BeethodeénSpr i ngd Sona
BoulangedD6 un Mat i n Tdcket pAae includes free parking &
programme.

Full details frdmttps://marlboroughconcertseries.org/concerts/

"Y' Tuesday)

Parade Ci nemaThe Rayal Ballet: Ddn Qeixwtd. Topm

The classic tale of the adventures of eccentric nobleman Don Quixote and his
faithful squire Sancho Panza as they help to bring a vivacious young couple, k
and Basilio, together. Teeming with wit and an abundance of bravura

choreography, this energetit&9%e nt ury ball et i s enli
spirited score, and is a wonderful showcase for the virtuosity of The Royal
Ball etds principal dancer s.

Full detailbttps://www.theparadecinema.com/movie/theyatballetdon-quixote
8t Wednesday)

Marlborough Gardening Association, Marlborough TowrdHpth for

7.30pm.

This monthdés subject is Tales from
Display Table is Evergreen foliage for a vase.

Further detali#tp://www.marlbga.org.uk/index.htm

12 Sunday)

St Pet erds Trust pr ese mMZmntdP30pinl | ant

St Peterds Church Marl borough prouc
Steinway Artist and one of the most notable British pianists of his generation
Harry Fox and Alisa Liubarskaya whodgincipal cellist at the Royal Ballet
Sinfonia and the winner of first prizes at the Barbirolli Memorial Prize for
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Cellists and the Vivian Joseph Concerto Competition. Together they have
performed concerts in the UK, Greece, Valetta, Paris and Rdkeées £10
Members/E15 Namembers.

Full detaitgtps://stpetersmarlborough.org.uk

16 Thursday)
St Pet er s Chur ch M&Noh Gooformisi @hhapels dnd s t
Meeting Houses in Wiltshid&.30 to 9.00pm.

James Holden is a researcher and writer on historic buildings for the Wiltshire
Building Record. Come and find out why Wiltshire is particularly lucky in the
variety and quality of its quaint chapels and country meeting houses.

Free Event. Full detail$ftpayv/www.stpetersmarlborough.org.uk/events
programme/

18NovemlfSmat uraday)p m

St Georgeds d&Hammonyin AutuPm. es hut e

A splendid evening of music and readings celebrating the beauty of autumn in
the churchos Aitken£sS) ihckiding wine el eandgpEsg .
from David Beacord dbeacom@aol.com . In aid of the ongoing work of St
Georgeods.

18NovemlifSat uradaB) m

Marlborough FolRoots: Martin Simpserst  Mar yds Chur ch
Marlborough
Widely acknowledged as one of the finest acoustic and slide guitar players in

worl d, Martin Simpsonds interpretat
storytelling. Intense, eclectic, spellbinding and deeply moving.

00ne of the virtuoso inst OaTment al i s
Guardian.

For Booking Information seehipissiteww.marlboroughfolikoots.co.uk

For Chr tEsatrrhaysdéBi r ds

From 18 November (Saturdayxhroughout December- 11am to 4pm
Christmas at Avebury: The Twelve Days of Chrigtyasbury Manor

Avebury Manor has become vkelbwn for the stunning hammdade Christmas
decorations and ornaments created by the talented volunteer team. This year,
each element of the classic carol will be turned into a Christmas spectacle for
to enjoy. There wild/l al so be famil
Christmas stories as well as Christmas activities across the site. Enjoy a delici
mince pie in the café, and visit the National Trust gift shop where you can beg
your Christmas shopping in stidebking not needed. Free event .

Full detailbttps://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/wiltshire/avebury/
events/5ae2528b8940dfh0a2e4e77d6c1f30
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Clergy Letter Rev Chris

I grew up in Wootton, just South of Oxford, where my Dad was the Vicar of S
Peterods. I'n that pretty, ancient ch
smile at people as they came in. We had a special slim mower to cut betweer
graves. It had a wind up start and | loved using it.

Every Sunday Dad would walk down the aisle in the service, turn to face E:

and |l ead the intercessions. Without
Il reland and for justice and peace i
regular that at one Sunday lunch |

same old stuff? Nothing changes any\v

Dad patiently explained that we prayed for these two countries as they F
serious problems, and also simply because the Bishop had asked every parish
so. For years afterwards | felt | had the upperdédnd r i ng ol d St
monotonous prayers. Then came the 1990s and the situation in Northern Irelz
and South Africa improved dramatically. The transition away from aparthe
became known as oO0the Anglican mirac
grace shown by Nelson Mandela?

| felt chastened and a little more circumspect about the power of pray
(Matthew 18). Groups of people, even in very traditional churches (and none), |
prayed persistently and consistently over decades. Jesus commended the persi
of a widow for &dbanging ond at a ju
St Peterds credit the miracles did e

As we look at the hidden war in Yemen, the doawmvar in Ukraine and the

new war in |srael itds very easy to
in the image of God kil and mai m e
question, but | do know where to take the problem. Jesus said at his ascension
6 Al I authority in heaven and on ear

problems look impossible for our authorities, but as the angel said to Mal
6Nothing is impossible with Godd (L
be turned around through prayer. Ca
the 1970s and 80s and consistently, persistently pray for peace? | hope and
that together we can; our world certainly needs us to.

6Pray for the peace of Jerusal emd [

Rev Chris Smith, Team Rector of Marlborough.
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Cleaning Team

—~=a

The Hair and Trichology Clinic
Lynda Hutton MIT

for medical & cosmetic hair & scalp conditions
NHS & private wig design; affordable hair salon

7 High Street, Chiseldon, 7 miles from Marlborough
01793 740147 ~ www.hairandtrichology.co. uk

Cleaning 2ingels

m Office and Commercial Cleaning
m End of Tenancy Cleaning m Spring Cleans
m Regular Domestic Cleaning
m Builders Cleans

Carpet Zngels
m Professional Carpet Cleaning
m Upholstered Furniture Cleaning
m Rug Cleaning
Over 20 Years Industry Experience
Trustworthy, Reliable and DBS Cleared Staff
Call us today: 01672 642632
Email: info@cleaningangels.net
Please visit: www.cleaningangels.net
Credit/Debit Cards Accepted

TO ADVERTI SE

pl ease contact
at

advertising@tower

Chr

an

Cleaning Angels C cial Ltd -

Marlborough/Devizes/Pewsey/Trowbridge
and surrounding areas

3
L
We're hiring!

Shop Manager — St Peter’s Church, Marlborough

Help us spread some festive cheer
by joining the team at our pop-up Christmas shop!

CARDS

FOR GOOD CAUSES

e

Fixed term, October to December 2023
£11.95 per hour. Full or Part time roles available.

Shop Managers are key to our success.
From setting up shops, recruiting volunteers,
managing deliveries and selling a huge variety
of charity cards and gifts which raise vital funds to support local
& national charities across the UK,
the role is hard work but very rewarding!

To find out more & apply email: recruitment@cfgc.org.uk
orscan

barcode

www.cardsforcharity.co.uk/join-us

T

HSME
START
North Wiltshire

Can you Help Families in your area?

Home-Start helps families with children under five who are
experiencing tough times. We are recruiting volunteers to offer
weekly support which is tailored to the family’s need. Often, just
listening makes all the difference.

We're looking for volunteers with:
v' Afriendly, positive nature
v’ Great listening skills and empathy
v’ Parenting skills/relevant life experience
v’ Time to visit families weekly, for 2-3 hours

We offer professional training & personal development. Expenses
paid. Volunteer group, fundraiser, trustee roles also available.

Next Volunteer training starting soon. T:01672 569457
E: hello@homestartnorthwiltshire.org.uk
W:www.homestartnorthwiltshire.org.uk

Home Start North Wiltshire is committed to equality, diversity, and safe recruitment.
This volunteering post is subject to an enhanced DBS check. Charity number: 1106736
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KER 15 A CHARITY AND SOCTAL ENTERPRISE THAT
& KFR |

RIVES DUE TO YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS.
QUR MISSION . ..

REFURBISH FURNITURE AND WHITE GOODS SO THAT
QUALITY ITEMS ARE AVATLABLE TO HOUSEHOLDS WITH
LIMITED INCOME.

REVIVE COMMUNTTIES BY REMOVING UNWANTED
ITEMS, REDUCING LANDFILL AND RETRAINING PEOPLE
WITH NEW SKILLS

IN 2022 We....

@ 123k PRELOVED TTEMS SOLD

% 650 REFURBISHED LARGE APPLIANCES SOLD

C\‘)zsAVINGS. - WESAVED Y0'TLGKG,OF €0
(THATS THE SAME (025 DEIVING ROUND THE WORLD 5, T

WE CAN ONLY DO ALL THESE THINGS WITH YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT & YOUR DONATIONS OF
QUALITY FURNITURE AND WHITE GOODS. AS THE COST OF LIVING CRISIS CONTINUES YOUR SUPPORT
WILL BECOME EVEN MORE VALUABLE. . .PLEASE CONTINUE TO HELP US HELP OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY.

WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF GREAT QUALLTY
FURNITURE & WHITE GOODS STOCK.

"BECAUSE NO ONE SHOULD BE

0 SLEEP ON,
OO ko, SCAN OUR QR CODE & IR
OR A SOFATO STTON’ DONATE TODAY=—> iEl

Registered Charity 1056649 info@kfr.org.uk 01380 720200
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Marl borough Church Con

Fr John Bl acker 514357 revcjsmith@outl o

ector; Mar |l bor o h Angl |
5132|61§r,lborough@catholRlcweb.org.uk ug gt

Parish Priest, St ThomascCc herle RO seuWrah e

Reuben Ma n n 51220&8c¢hel @pmaidldb m
07894 048146 Member, The Religious So

of fice@emmanuel mar|l borough. or g
Minister, Emmanuel MarPenmnougReChdecrh

The Revd Tim NoviAnnglican Team secretary
892209; twgn@marl bor oun@hd dl. lad@éd .icragt eam@t i scal
Seni or CMarpllladmmgugh CoGhuergeeh Cottage, Silverl e

.512367593 815609

The Revd Pete SaiMsdbWhys, 0900 to 1300)
512364; revpetesainsbury@mail . c

om .
Team Vicar and Worshi Mét hodpst Of fice Co
St Ge®rRreeshute & The 0oMasrel4b oorgo2uogoh?

Anglican Team of fice@christchurchmarl b

The Revd Stephen Skinner

51245&y. stephen. skinner3@gmail.com
Minister, Christchurch Methodist

The Revd Chris Smith

T HE
MERRIMAN
PARTNERSHIP
SOLICITORS EST.1728

O Property O Wills O Probate O Family
O Employment O Litigation O Mediation

HUGHENDEN HOUSE, 107 HIGH STREET Tel: +44 (0) 1672 512244
MARLBOROUGH, WILTSHIRE SN8 1LN Fax: +44 (0) 1672 515871

WwWw.merriman-partnership.co.uk
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Family News Naomi Pai

Christine Daviesdied in August aged 73, just 4 weeks after her diagnosis wi
lung cancer. She moved to Marlborough from Scotland in October 2020 to be n
her family after the death of her mimbed husband Jeremy. They married in
Hong Kong where Christine grew up, and travelled the world with his job wit
HSBC.

A geography teacher, she taught in Hong Kong and Thailand, inspiring me
students with her passion for the s
some of her work will be on show locally in the future), an art teacher and art lov
A keen member of the Arts Society Swindon and Kennet, she had arranged
speakers for 2024 as Programme Organiser.

She was a Friend of The Merchant's House, a member of the History Soci
and of the Marlborough Theatre Club. Christine was also a member of the G
Club and was hoping to renew her love of golf.

She attended St Maryds Church and
She was enthusiastic, eager and generous with her time and support for
sections of our Marl borough communit
Association at Clarendon Court where she lived, and will be much missed by
friends and neighbours there.

Her children Alexandra, James and Jacqueline miss her greatly as do her
grandchildren who adoredhdrer t wo granddaughters
was with us for too short a time.

Transition Marlborough
Windfalls and Wil dijng
SundalyOevober
2.30pm até& SGh uPrecthe,r Mar |l bor oug

Come and celebrate the apples' journey from the Heavenly Mountains {o the

Pewsey Valea tale told through music, spoken word, pictures and origipal
songs by the wonderful Paul Darby and friends.
it ruly cal ming and oorefresh|ng

A fund and awarenesssing event for Marlborough Community Orchard.
Tickets £10 in advance / £12.50 on the door to include tea, cake and cidgr tasti
Under 12s freeAvailable from White Horse Bookshop and Sound Knowledlge or
call 07876 230 540.
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Mar | bor oulgh
Hi story Soci
Thursday 16 Nove@ber
. . . p-m
St MaryS|sdeI|ghh|tc<|ad to m:tey;\ou st. Peter's CHurec
to Energize Children’s Churc .
s . "No@onformist]| cf
alongside the )
5pm Informal Worship service. and meeting |ho
in Wi ltshil|re'
Bible teaching Children stay with By James Ho| de
Crafts, Games us for the start of
Music, & prayerin  our family-friendly Buildings histflori
friendly groups service, then go out of the comprehlens
Everyone is to their groups. .
welcome no-noonformist chap
New children are welcome at any time, Wiltshire Bui di
even if just visiting N
ST MARY’S MARLBOROUGH Guests welcome A5 e
WITH CHRISTCHURCH METHODIST FELLOWSHIP
FROM THE REGI STERS
Departed- we pray for the families of
7 Sep Malcolm Lucas (101) Betjeman Road, Marlborough,
North Wilts Crematorium
14 Sep Alan Chandler(68) Five Stiles Road, Marlborough,
St Maryodos Marl
17 Sep  Donna Witcher (44) Rabley Wood View, Marlborough
St Maryods Marl
2 Oct vy Amor (94) Summerhouse Road, Wroughton.
St Georgedfs
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Nat ure Not es Robin Nel

David White: A force for nature

The idea that farmers arendt inter
programmes such as 60Countryfiled a
farmers have recently got together to give nature a helping hand.

David White farms at Berwick Bassett, where his great grandfather Fred Wt
settled in 1909, converted from managing livestock into growing corn. In an alm
unbroken tradition, David took over the farm in 1968 at the tender age of 20 a
now that his active involvement in wildlife preservation has taken wing he is bus
than ever.

David was one of the 45 farmers who got together and formed the Marlborout
Downs Nature Improvement Area in 2012. Since then it has gone from strength
strength and the conservation initiatives have continued and div@&uifexdly
and Bat wal ks, Davidos annual Dawn
trailer and much more. He tends to get up with the sun (4.00 a.m. in the sumr
months) and has usually taken a few striking pictures of the Avebury stones ¢
pair of boxing hares before most of us have had breakfast.

Back in 2007 his land appeared to be fairly devoid of wildlife so he decidec
was time to start creating better habitatsasBi¢, field margins, game strips,
management of grazing land on and below the Ridgeway, including bare pat
created for nesting lapwings.. the list goes on.

Fifteen dewponds were made or refurbished and hedge and tree planting dre\
volunteers from the public. Highland cattle were introduced to create a clum
sward, providing good habitat for nesting voles and mice, and this in turn begar
attract his favourite avian species: birds of prey. Buzzards, kites, kestrels
sparrowhawks are now regularly seen along the skyline, aedrsdootwis and
harriers are occasional visitors. For tree sparrows (down to two pairs in 2012) |
boxes were installed and giant bird feeders loaded with millet seeds alongside
bird strips. Now an overwintering flock of 300+ birds constitutes one of the large
colonies in the U.K.

The acquisition of a camera with a zoom lens alerted David to the variety &
beauty of his local landscape and wildlife, and it started him on a secondary ce
as a photographer, which has won him awards and often takes him abroad
recent exhibition of his work in Avebury featured a foray into Astro photograph
and landscaping images using a drone.

No doubting it, David White is o6a f
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Leathercraft ., Marlborough MARLBOROUGH
JEAN UPTON

FINE QUALITY LEATHER GOODS
£ PRg'tNTS LARGE AND SMALL 10 The Parade, Marlborough, SN8 INE

O1D HUGHENDEN YARD, HIGH STREET S
MARLBOROUGH SN8 LT Niki Thompson
TeL (01672) 512 065 i BSc (Hons) PodMed, MRCoP, HCPC Reg.

‘ = Treatment of all foot
7 - roblems
AD DRAUGHTING | -
ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES Children and Adults

Planning P

n | Building Regulations

Professional Advice

01672 511412 | 07791 341698 3 i
Routine & Specialist Care

Nail Surgery Advice - Orthotics

01672 514581
W 07910525376

CHRIS WHEELER CONSTRUCTION

For fencing and associated work
Contact the specialists
All types of fencing supplied and erected marlboroughpodiatryclinic.com
Driveways and road constructon podiatrycarel@mail.com
Quality assured to ISO 9001:2000 ;
Tel: 01672 810315

Email: cw.cw@btinternet.com

|

Davi d Whi t eéaseed @uisdinthe snow.© Short
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Dianne Mackinder 8%

Funeral Service | LINK

Marlborough & District

/Wr\bomugb N VOLUNTEERS
- '&ﬁ/ 3 REQUIRED

: )
\773//(/;(1/& //* 24 ﬂ

Qi Call Dy g NG ool e
01672 512444 or 512516

If you could spare time please contact us

Call01672 288007

Wagon Yard, London Road, Visit marlboroughlink.org.uk
Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 1 LH =

B Planning applications

B Building Control approvals
B Extensions & alterations

B Loft & garage conversions
B Listed applications

B New dwellings

Tu tt I e 01672 518 278

architectural info@tuttlearchserv.co.uk
Services www.tuttlearchserv.co.uk




News from the Chur ches

All Souls Servi'Ne:vednbrerS widsr BMaa ryo
Our town wide Al Soul s Servicte wi
November at 4pm. If you have been bereaved in the past year this is a poign:
moment where we remember before God by name our loved ones and ligl
candles in their memory.

There wild.l be no 5pm Evening servic

Remembrance: 'Sauwndmbyerl 2
St John the Baptist, Minal at 9am;
St Georgeds, Preshute at 10.

and St Mar yods, Mar |l borough B
joining in with the short act of Remembrance and the Parade
War Memorial at 11am.
Mar |l borough Churches Together: Frat
The next Fraternal will be held at 4.30pm at The Rectdnesday i\
7th November. } [

~”

Quaker Values
Peace and Pacifismthe final talk in the series to explain the basis 7
Quaker values takes place in the Meeting Hougéednesday r

November.7.30 to 9pm ¢

Friendship caf®:

Open onSaturdays4th & 18" November at St Mary's Church Hall from 10.30
to 1pm. (Poster page 27)

Wel come Wednesdays
continues to meet weekly at 10. 30am

Energize
Chi I dr e n énesets at Bpmron undays, alongside the Informal service ir
St Maryod6s. (Poster page 21)

Messy Chur ch:
Saturday 26November , 2pm at St Georageds,
Please do join us for this informal afternoon service “ﬁ

worship songs, lots of Biddased craft activities ar

afternoon tea too! GHU ch A

Harmony in Aut umn
Saturday 18 November, 7pm in St Geo

25



You are warmly invited to an evening of seasonal music and readings to sui

tastes, in the Dbeautiful setting of
canapés, available from David Beadabwacom@aol.confProceeds to the
ongoing work of St Georgeds. (Poster

Mar |l borough Area Poverty Action Gr ol
Please contact Racliglchelrosedl@gmail.cofor details o

f
the next open meeting if you would like to join us. ﬂ ﬂﬂﬂ

Lighting up Marl borough for Chri st me
The Christmas Lights Switeh Event and Christmas Market is due to take place
on Friday 24h November. The Christmas Market in the High Street trades
between 10am and 7.30pm; the Christmas lights go on at 6.30pm.

Emmanuel Mar | borough

Join us every Sunday at 4 pm for our weekly church s~~~ .
located on New Road in Marlborough, SN8 1AH. CMMANUEL -

. . R i A
service includes créche and Sunday School gi e ‘-#
followed by refreshments (for adults) and a sandwic.. ___. v
for the children.

We also offer various activities throughout the week. For more information ar
updates on our events, please visit our website at emmanuelmarlborough.org.
Ladies Bible Study

10 am 11.30 am oririday, 3 November and 17 November. Friends discovering
God's truth in the Bible (All ladies welconmsite créche available). For more
details, emdéhdies@emmanuelmarlborough.org

Monday Lunch

13 November, (every 2nd Monday of the month), 12.30 Pap in briefly if

y 0 u 0 r @&Stap & chat if you can. Light lunch + short Bible talk, meeting in the
Wesley Hall, Oxford Street, Marlborough.

Sunday Morning Service

19 November, (every 3rd Sunday morning),118md Main Church Hall, New
Road, Marlborough, SN8 1AH. Join us for refreshments afterwards.

Sparklers

Monday, 20 November, 230 45 p m. A kidsod club f
Year 2. Games, snacks and Bible stories. Meeting in the Wesley Hall, Oxf
Street, Marlborough.

Little Friends Toddler Group

Thursdays during term time,-ID30 am at the Marlborough Community and
Youth Centre. Come and enjoy free play, singing and story time, snacks
children and refreshments for carers.

Explorers

Fridays during term time,761l5 pm Wesley Hall, Oxford Street, Marlborough. Our
ki dsdé& cl ub #6.dun, ganseh, tuckl(50py and a skort Bible talk,
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Friday Nights

Fridays during term time, 730pm.

Our youth club for school yeard ¥ at

the Wesley Hall, Oxford Street,
Marlborough. Friends, fun & faité
everyone is welcome!

Homegroups

Thursdays during term time, Pew8ey
7.30 pm, Marlboroughd 8 pm,
Ogbourne St Georgé 8 pm. Bible
study, prayer and fellowship. For more
details, email
office@emmanuelmarlborough.org

Hope Explored

A 3session short introduction to
Christianity, from Lukeds Gospel
welcome to come and ask any questions
or just listen! For more details, email
office@emmanuelmarlborough.org

Friendship cafe Welcome Wednesdays

10:30AM TO 1PM
ST MARY'S CHURCH HALL, SILVERLESS ST

SATURDAY 7TH & 21ST OCTOBER Wednesdays at 10:30am
SATURDAY 4TH & 18TH NOVEMBER

SATURDAY 2ND & 16TH DECEMBER St Mary's Church, Marlborough

A WELCOMING SPACE FOR ANYONE LOOKING

FOR FRI [IPPAND A CHAT, WITH COFFEE
W = Ll Please join us for a Thought for

the day followed by coffee W -
doughnuts { —-

P FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
‘ LOUISE SEDDON 07917 248 339
8§ MARK WHITEHEAD 07814 895127

/
MARLBOROUGH ANGLICAN TEAM

—
YgiS EVSS NS T O H N T
WITH CHRISTCHURCH METHODIST FELLOWS

27

Al



