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\l KFR ‘ refurbishing furniture
reviving communities

I NEAWORLD WHERE WE CAN ALL DO OUR PARTTO SAVE MONEY,
HE PLANET, AND H[LI’ OTHERS IN NEED.
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Q: SAVE THE PLANET

S WELP PEOPLE TN CRISIS

HREUSEREVOLUTION
REFURBISHING FURNITURE AND
WHITE GOODS SO THAT QUALITY
TTEMS ARE AVATLABLE TO FAMILIES
WITH LIMITED INCOME

50 WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?
JOIN THE REUSE REVOLUTION TODAY!
TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
SCAN 0UR QR CODE & DONATE TODAY

Registered Charity 1056649
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My family can trace their roots back to Yorkshire, where Judy and | thought we |
settled, in York. Our children were born there, and | was delighted at the prosp
of either of them playing cricket for Yorkshire. However, 30 years ago, within
months of our now daughter Jaime being born, we had to move south.

It took us a few months to discover Manton with its pretty mixture of houses,
fantastic village school with sheep peering over the fence into the playground :
above all, a welcoming and accepting community where everyone wanted to
hello and chat. The view from our house across the water meadow is heaver
earth and a place to blossom.

Thirty years later to my surprise some regard me as capable of editing a T
about the villagefrom its rich history (set in a landscape with continuous humar
settlement for well over 4000 years) to a thriving present: from the Manton Hoal
through stories by senior villagers to the Village Hall, Preshute School, |
Residentsd Association and the Vviews:

My thanks go to everyone who made this Manton edition of Tower and Tov
happen. | hope it gives you a sense of the place, its wonderful people and t
warmhear ted spirit. 60Communityd is a
Despite playing a vital role in the pandemic, the fate of the pub looked dark fo
while. Rescued from closure by a new tenant, John Harrington, it is up to
residents to ensure it blossoms. The pub number is on thé sover excuses!!!

That Manton spirit is exemplified by MantonFest, the musical highlight in villa

| i f el I wi sh Chair man, Roger Gr ant ,
optimism and tenacity organizing the community has made MantonFest one of
mo s t highly regarded festivals in

MantonFest on the 2&f June hope to see you there!
Rich Pitts,

Front seeepdgpe PHPhoto credits

Compiler: Sarah BumphreyProof readers: Julia Peel



Country Lifwitten down b

As recently as the 1960s Manton was a working country village, where resid
would conduct their trade from the village or bike to work, and Manton familie
would take part in the harvest. Village amenities included the Post Office &
Grocery store and two pulihe Oddfellamsl The New Inwvhich becamBp the
GardenPath Ther e was al s o-oMBritige Steet wherB the |
flats are todaywhere you could take your wheelbarrow to buy just enough sar
and cement for the job in harithe Oddfelldwa d a 6Jug -likend®@ot
where the kids would go to recycle lemonade bottles.

The village has seen phenomenal c h.
allotment gardens and the loss of houses, it being too expensive to install moc
facilities.

We can play spot the difference between two photos of the PO taken some
years apart. The right hand picture is from ¢1950. The sarsen stones of the cof
on the right (in the left hand photo) became a wall on the bend to the High Stree

i

In this picture taken looking east from near the Manton Drove turn, the tw
cottages on the right in the foreground are no more. The Chapel and the ho
before it remain as does the school, and the New Inn cottages right of the roac
the distance. However, their allotment gardens between the school and the cott
are now a carpark. The growing of food saw the village houses spaced out
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allotments.

Looking across from the Post Office you see what was 73, View Lane (renar
O6EmMi l ydos Cottaged by Lyn Whatl eyds
iconic Manton Cottage. On the T&T cover you can see the Caldlwe|laged 6,
on the right with her sister, mum, grandmother and dad. Mr Caldwell was a sr
holder keeping chickens and goats by the allotments on the land which is r
Manton Hollow.

When the harvest was to be gathere
end of West Woods would send down a tractor and trailer for the mums and k
with picnics packed to ride to the farm to gather the potato harvest. However,
the age of 15 generally children st
School in Calne. She returned to Manton when she married Dave, moving into
house next door to where she spent her childhood.

Tony Waite was born in a house where the Fyfield Petrol station now stan

Fyfield, also a oOoproper working vil/
strange | andscape of 6grey wethers
exploitation of the stone. Its cottages on both sides of the A4 were homes to fa
workers and 6sarsen masons?o, or O6sp
business of Frees of Marl borough. T
who had an eye for finding 6the | ir

easily. This industry finally closed in 1939.

In the 1960s, much communication was in person and travel was mainly
bicycle. Whilst Tony pedalled to work in Marlborough, also cycling to work frol
Overton was Sue Smith. One thing led to another and they were married
Overton church in 1962. The honeymoon was moving straight into number €
High Street, Manton. Before the wedding Tony had cycled to the estate agent
Pewsey to put in an offer on the house. On his way back he was stopped by
estate agent just driving back from Bottlesford from where the owners h:
accepted his offer!

At that time there was only a telephone call box in the vilagehandy for
the Waites. Though their first two children were born at Savernake Hospit
6Doctor Timd decided a home confine

arrival was preceded by a o6Call t h
Nightingale being summoned.
How do | know al l this? Well, | dve

of people in the village particularly the senior residents. With that | must close 1
peek at country life stories, which could have filled many editions of T&T. But
hope this gives you a sense of Manton, a place with history rooted in the Downs



Musi c and a Hewsetrviveawvl by

Did you know that MantonFest was not
Back in the 1970s there was a proper Hoedown where everyone dressed u
country and western outfits and headed for The Grange Barn for an evening
dancing. Music is a big part of village life, even Bergamot Close has its very |

band! The village halll al so pl ays
the school Christmas Disco is a highlight of the Winter Term.
However, there is one event t hat I

MantonFest amazingly 15 years young this year, with Radio Wiltshire as mastel
ceremonies. It began when Stuart and Tracey Whant decided to putygpenusic
festival inThe Oddfelldeer garden (at the tifibe Outside CHanck was cold,

wet and windy but the music was great. Afterwards, Roger Grant asked St
oOWhy dono6ét you put this on in a fi
ahead. ¢ The rest is history.

MantonFest is continually evolving and last year sawip imevation. The
music commenced at 1.00 p.m. and included a young talent development slot
an impressive array of performers who wowed the audience. This year, wit
noon start, this exciting idea cont
first to see the next Ed Sheeran?

Stuart Whant is not only the Music Director but a bass player of the lodal ban
Barrelhouse. Performing in the early evening, the jumping blues band always
MantonFest up and dancing to a fantastic blend of reworked classics and their
material, whatever the weather.

I caught up with Roger and Stuart to get the latest for this year and a quick |
back at Mant onFest history. -Spenera r t
He told me 0This year, mor e -thésaemese v
team will be working hard to keep the show rolling along whilst you relax, eat, dr
and dance. They are the unsung team of volunteers and sound professior
Literally tons of gear are lifted on and off the stage by way of the infamous &
tricky stage steps. We work to a crazy time schedule all in the interests of you

audience. Plugging and unplugging al
The lineup this year sounds just awesome. When talking to the organis
Chair man, Roger Grant , he told me 0

tickets are selling well. The event is managed by a volunteer committee, suppc
by wonderful helpers who help set up, steward, and break down the festi
Wit hout them we would be | ost. | 1
Toyah, The Animals and Friends, The Swinging Blue Jeans, Katrina of the We



and Dr Feelgood across the years. As ever profits have been donated to @
causes; this year Cancer Research is our chosen charity. My primary aim
provide a great day out for those af
Stuart went on to say o00n a I|lighte
year. Headlining are The Bohemians, a world class Queen tribute act. Bad
returns by popular insistence, after wowing everyone last year. Forever Elton
The Fab Four will get the whole field singing across the afternoon and eveni
Jose and the Radio Tones plus The Bergamots amelveiepment of young
musicians slotwi | | get the afternoon mood s
Roger, may your festivals never be \
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Parade Mews
E: daniel@claridgefuneralservice.co.uk | www: claridgefuneralservice.co.uk

~/7\Z
MARLBOROUGH COLLEGE

SUMMER SCHOOL

Discover - Create
Learn - Celebrate

Over 400 courses are waiting for you
7th July — 3rd Aug 2024

Visit summerschool.co.uk
to find out more

Funeral Service

Local independent family funeral directors

| The Parade | Marlborough | Wiltshire SN8 1INE | T: 01672 511836

Available 24 hours a day all year round, for information, help and advice




T he

Having |lived in Manton for
in a village so good that no one ever seems to move out.
We moved here at the end of 2019, after a decade of city life in Birminghs
We had always wanted to live in the countryside. One day, as we drove out of
mi ngham, our son asked, OWhere have
So, what made us choose Manton? 1|n
hough the first house we viewed was in the village. We were initially seduced
striking house in Ogbourne Maisey but when that fell through, we decided to

Nedvb ieevs Laura and Si mc

just fou

with the Manton house. The pull of
village pub and walking distance to Marlborough were all key daaitbimigh
not necessarily in that order!

What we hadnoét expected was just h

be. This was despite moving in just before lockd®enial distancing not being
an ideal time for making new friends. But when rules allowed, we were invitec
open air drinks, walks and Coronation Street celebrations and were made to fe
welcome by our neighbours and families in the village. Our boys quickly made |
liant local friends through the Primary School, and we have followed suit. Thi
have been many memorable nights in the villag&HelDddfell@and The Bufj
having such an amazing group of friends on our doorstep is brilliant.

We also love being right in the middle of such beautiful courdrgaidéog is
particularly pleased with the local walks! And the wildlife is incredible. We are
surprised when we see a deer or a pheasant wandering past our house.

As for downsi des, there honestly
worse than it was in Birmingham and the train links could bedbextllent if
you want to go to London or Bristol but heading anywhere else directly is tricki
After 15 years in Birmingham, we also had to get used to having no Ubers!

We feel very lucky that we landed in such a wonderful village, and like man
the residents, we expect to be here for a very long time indeed.
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The Vill age Hal |l Nicki Ev

Like many village halls across the country, we have a rich and chequered histor
always at the heart of everything we do is the concept of meeting the needs of

vill agers of Mant on and the resider
indentured to the village in 1908 a
for O6purposes of Recreation or I nst

The current building which was once described to me as looking like a very e
shed, because it is wood clad, was built by soldiers returning from World War | :
offered them a meeting space, a place to come together, and hopefully that is &
it still performs today.

We are fortunate that the hall operates at almost maximum capacity. Vari

activities are run either by individuals or groups; we currently have three differ
Pilates teachers, yoga, Scottish dancing, Rainbows and Manton Preschool.
organised activities are important but equally as important is the fact that the he
a local venue that all villagers can use for social gatherings, be they private pe
village quizzes and drinks parties,
Council meetings. Information can be found on our website https:/
mvhwilts.org.uk.

To say that the hall is just a building is to devalue the work that the h
committee members carry out because they are involved, and often the instiga
of so much in the village. We have quarterly village newsletters, with articles wri
by a wide variety of contributors covering local issues, gardening, medical ad
and social events, edited, produced and distributed to every home by member
the committee. We run a monthly village lottery which raises funds to maintain
fabric of the hall, allowing us to redecorate most summers and ensure that
building is energy efficient and environmentally friendly.

Lastly, a lot of people probably associate Manton with our summer mu
festivald Mantonfesthich is in its Xbyear and was the brainchild of then chair of
the hall trustees, Stuart Whant and a committee member, Roger Grant. Little
we know that the concert that we organised in the pub garden all those years
would become a popular Wiltshire music event attracting hundreds of festiv
goers.

Manton is a small village and has been part of the Marlborough civil parish si
1934 but it retains that ovillaged f



Resi ddAs$ss8ci at PexRBr Mor gan

The Residentsd Association in Manto
be part of the wider Preshute paris
into the Marlborough town parish. Over the years, however, Manton has gro\
significantly from a tiny rural hamlet to a bustling modern community with its ow
strong character.

The Residentsd Association is an e
who are involved in keeping Manton a special place for its residents and many
tors. One of the more i mportant tas

and village community and work to ensure we achieve proper value at parish
county levels.

As well as links with the local farming and internationally renowned equestri
ism businesses, we maintain links with key local agencies such as the AONB,
estry England and ARK. This is in recognition of the village being a popular h
for visitors and tourists exploring the Manton and Clatford Downs and west to tt
World Heritage Area of Avebury. Last year MRA registered otihpuBddfellpws
as an Asset of Community Value in recognition of the role it has in keeping Mz
ton extra special. Our links with Preshute Primary ensure the school remains
heart and future of the village.

The det ail doesndt get overlooked
plications, Highways issues (including such subjects as improving street ligh
considering traffic and bike calming measures and improving footpaths) and ke
ing up the attractive appearance of the village generally. We are represented o
townds new Flood Working Group as tl

I f you havenodt been t orheNbddfietl@mmo urdd d €
sure of a warm village welcome!

7 ‘ 3 748 g .: NS

F% Manton Bridge
2 Street in winter
by Peter
Morgan



Preshute CE Primary Sc

Mrs Claire Hann Perk

Preshute Primary School can be found nestled in the heart of Manton village wr
it has stood proudly since 1845. Parts of the original building including the
(which has been recently refurbished thanks to a successful community fundrai
project) are still standing today, integrated into our recently expanded site
Preshute is home to over 180 pupils across seven classes who come from |
borough and its surrounding villages. We pride ourselves on providing a nurtur
teaching environment, where childre
and embody the ethos of O6Love your |
Our Governing body is involved in all areas of the school and its developme

and parents and families have the
learning through a multitude of volunteering opportunities in both the classroo
and outside activities. Our rel ati

Pete Sainsbury is intrinsic to building upon our Christian values. We collabor
regularly with the Church to connect our Christian values to our curriculum leal
ing and by sharing in services at St. George's.

As a village school, we benefit from strong connections with our local commu
ty and we have all the character and opportunity that a bigger school might of
Our parent committee, the PPSA, is very active in raising much needed additi
funds . Our 'Green Gestures' team of volunteers (including grandparents, pare
students and friends) help us maintain and improve our outdoor spaces.

Our longstanding relationship with Marlborough College provides further op
portunities to our children, such as sports activities and science lab sessions an
use of the Chapel and sports track for our events throughout the year. More rec
ly we have willingly accepted the generous offer of a neighbouring family to st
in their garden, offering the children a range of immersive outdoor experienc
such as minibeast hunts and den building. We also extended this opportunity
our prospective students during one of our 'Stay & Play' sessions.

Our recent OFSTED and SIAMS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Mett
odist Schools) inspections have highlighted our clear ambition for all pupils.
AMS noted a 'deeply nourishing culture where people feel loved and cared for
consequently flourish' and added that ‘every pupil is treasured for their uniquent
Preshute Primary is an integral part of the community here in Manton and we
main steadfast in our commitment to providing a nurturing and empowering edu
tional experience for every child who walks through our doors. Those doors ;
al ways open; why don't you come and

10



I'm happy to
stay in my home

e '

Home and Live-in Care, just asyou like it.

You love your home and you feel safe there. Needing
additional care and support shouldn't change that.

You may be in a situation where you need an extra pair of
hands, or you may have complex needs that require more
dedicated care. Our well-trusted care packages are built
around you and your individual needs which means that you
and your family can rest assured you'll receive care and
support exactly as you need.

Our care ranges from a 30-minute daily visit through to full
Live-in care.

Bluebird Care Wiltshire South
bluebirdcare.co.uk/wiltshire-south
01722 568930
wiltshiresouth@bluebirdcare.co.uk

your life
your home
your care
your way

} bluebird
caree®




ThelOddfellows '

MANTON DOWN
Manton

Map courtesy of Dr David Dawson




Hoards and Buri al s: t h
Mant obr David Dawson, Direct

Manton has more than its fair share of exciting archaeological discoveries, reve
a long and important past. The story begins with the excavation of a rich Ee
Bronze Age womands buri al in a mour
1,800BC the Marlborough Lady was buried with objects made of gold and am
including an eaing, a miniature axe and a miniature dagger. This is one of tt
richest Bronze Age burials in Britain, including objects similar to those from buri
close to Stonehenge. The gold may have come from Cornwall, but the amber c
from far away across the North Sea, in Denmark or the Baltic. Her barrow is
sight of the Marlborough Mound, which we now know is Prehistoric, and it |
possible that there is a Neolithic henge below modern Marlborough.

In around 1,200BC, during the Late Bronze Age, a hoard of 10 bronze axe he

was buried near Manton Copse, in the south of the parish. Close to the top of
hill, the axes may have been buried as an offering to the local spirits, perhaps
sacred grove, until they were found in 1914. In 1999 another 10 axes were fol
which may have been part of the same hoard, while metal detecting by David
John Philpotts, along with Paul Hart. They promptly reported their find, whic
meant that it could be excavated by archaeologists.

In the Roman period, four different hoards were carefully deposited ne
Manton House, on the northern edge of the Parish. The most impressive wa
hoard of 12 pewter dishes and four bowls. One plate, decorated with an engra
interlace design at the centre, is inscribed with the name of its femal@ owne
6Justinaed. Close by was found a ho
very end of the Roman period, and
meaning that some silver could be melted down amskde perhaps to strike
more coins. New research suggests that these coins may have carried on beinc
l ong after the official Roman withd
before the arrival of the first Angbaxons.

Many of these finds are on display at the Wiltshire Museum in Devizes, whic
al ways worth a visit! On now i 8a a
photographic journey t hsAugusthThis/featutes r
the iconic image from tl ... . .. /f&e o4
cover of the Led Zeppelin | & 2 ’%i;w"tshirmatcher_

LP, which has sold 37 millis L A Vi“ﬁ’.';?_“wwesi;!m ‘
copies worldwide. DAl

=1 B0 o
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Whast On i n June Linda 1|

1st (Saturdaynday) .2
The White Horse Bookshop Annual Open Art Exhibition(last two days)

55"MuneWednesday)

Marlborough WI: Marlborough Town Hall, 7.30pm (doors open at 7.10).
Meetings held on the first Wednesday of each month. For membership info ema
marlboroughpres@wiltshire.or.uk.

6'( ThursddyYpsatar8ay) New dates

The Marl|l borough Pl ayers present 06BI
Marlborough Town Hall, 7.30pm.

Tickets £10 online: www.wegottickets.com/MarlboroughP&ayefeom The

White Horse Bookshop

This is the rescheduled production that had to be postpuinetediasteldage and
technical difficulties. Information fiIN@shis2 2030

7" Fri ®dlyJat ur dayy) S an d@ep poster p19)

Textiles & Stitch Around Marlborough Exhibition 10am4pm in Kennet

Valley Hall, Lockeridge.

A wideranging display of textile art by members, both independent work and
group challenges, demonstrations of different techniques and tea, coffee and hc
-made cakes available. Entrance fcbddren free.

8" Saturday)

The Lifeboat Concert in Aid of the
Local chamber choir Dodecantus present seafaring songs and verse celebrating
Bicentenary of the RNLI. Licensed bar and raffle. Tickets £10 available from
https://RNLILifeboatConcert.eventbrite.co.uk and The White Horse Bookshop.

23 Sunday)

Marlborough Open Gardens, -bpm

A collection of wonderful gardens will be open this year, all within easy reach of
Mar |l borough High Street; itds a gr e:
Tickets: A8 per adult in advance (A:
www.themerchantshouse.co.uk

28 Friday)

Marlborough LitFest National Love Books Competition: deadline for
entries.Open to anyone in three age groupg:5lgears, 169 years and 20 years

14



and above. Winners in each category receive £300. Entries can be made on the
LitFest Website www.marlboroughlitfest.org

29" Saturday) 8.30pm

Charity Starlight Walk returns for a glowing night of fundraising fun!

This year introduces a fresh 10km and 15km route, starting and concluding at T
Deanery CE Academy in Winchelstowe, with a stop at Town Gardens, Old Towr
for reflection. Open to all. To sign up visit www.prodpesgice. net/starlight

28" sSaturday)

MantonFest: Manton Grange Watermeadow, Preshute Lane.

Line up includes: The Bohemians (Queen tribute band), Forever Elton and Badr
plus bar, food, stalls and more. Compéred by Radio Wiltshire. Adults £4F.50, 13
year olds £15;72 year olds £5, under 7s free. Tickets Wamv.mantonfest.co.uk
untii26J une and from Sound Knowl é&dge ar
For background details and history of the festigal see pages 4

Coming Up:

12% 14 uly Marl bor o(Bephostereldt i v al

To include Live Music, Stand up Comedy, Shakespeare in the Park, Puppet Sho
Guest Chefs, Talks, Hidden History Guided Walks, Digital Workshops, Best Locz
Food and Drink with more to be announced. Tickets to suit every wallet available
marlboroughfestival.com and The Castle and Ball. Follow @marlboroughfest.

Dates For Your Diary:
22%ugust"Seopt2enitGerf f ord Circus Aval ol
Marlborough Common.Tickets Adults £20£40, Children £10£30. For

timings and bookings GIFFORDSCIRCUS.COM Phone 01453 800 200

October 2024 tMadlumer 2W@H Col Il ege Cc
13h October, 7.30pmMilesKaradagli® Classicabuitar

12h January 2025, 7.30prBournemouttsymphonyrchestra

2nd February 2025, 7.30pnRedPriest BaroquénstrumentGroup

2nd March 2025, 3.30pnSouthbaniSinfoniaSmithSquare

22nd June 2025, time TBAWayneMarshalOBE & Piano

More information and booking details to follow.

School -Plaasessse school websites for any updated information.

St Johnds School, Marl borough St Mai
Monday 8 June (ends Wednesday 24ly).

Marlborough College: Summer Term begins 6 to 9pm Sohilaye2ends 12

noon Friday 28June).

15


http://www.mantonfest.co.uk

A Good Read Debby Gue

Al | Eng. Lit. graduates are wused to
(Answer: absolutely anything and also absolutely nothing.) When | did A Level,
sneered at Mr Gradgrindds purely tr
education, but now we seem to have
pupils ask her why sheds 06just a te
her for a much better paid careerAeading Lessonsshe sets out to demon-
strate the value in studying literature, requiring as it does that readers engage i
natively with other | ives and conce
experience. In other words, to develop the eminently valuable transferable skil
empathy. Devoting chapters to the standard GCSE set texts and drawing on
experience as a teacher, the author
what we can learn from the classics and their relevance to current issues. Rc
Browning on coercive control? Harper Lee on Brexit?

Of course, with a really Good Read you don't, at least initially, notice or want
analyse themes and narrative structures and meditations on wifatetgn/s-
try of Time by Kaliane Bradley is packed with ideas of identity and race, coloni
ism, power and bureaucracy, but it's no way polemical. It'smavhéhriller ro-
manced | knowbut trust me it's the best book I've read so far this year. The main
premise is that the British Government has developedrdirakand is experi-
mentally importing figures from the past. To what end is only gradually revealed
we meet the characters who are assigned a civil service 'bridge' to support thei
justment to the C21sit's written with springing, insouciant, fizzing energy, dra-
matic and gripping, very funny and absolutely-theat a k i n g . | WO |
person who spends this summer painfully in love withyeai®’dead Arctic ex-
plorer. | really am coming over all Ancient Mariner about this book; | may not ha
a |l ong beard, Dbut consider yourselyv
and will quite possibly be ondlubooks of 2024. You heard it here first.

Just enough room to urge you ({The r €
Good Women of Fudj.Friendship, love and tensions between modern ideas an
traditional values in Manchu dynasty China. Lovely understated and confident v

ing.

Congratulations tBERMOIE , sponsor of Marlborough LitFest. The compahy

has won the Kingds Award for Ent erpl
after growing exports by over 800% in just four years. It has built its succgss on
original handirawn artwork, unique colours, an innovations in traditional pr|nting,
and the fact that all Fermoie fabrics are designed and made ehtredg.in

16



BURROW <

Septic Tank Owners
register your interest
in a fully-funded upgrade

ALL TOTALLY FREE OF CHARGE

" MARLBOROUGH & DISTRICT *
TALKING NEWSPAPER

For blind and visually-impaired people Due to the Phosphate pollution in your local

river catchment we are operating a septic tank
replacement scheme using private funding.

If you know someone
who has not heard about
us, a word from you could
brighten up their life

We install wastewater treatment plants that
remove almost all pollutants, with funding secured
from planning applicants who need to create a

positive impact on the environment.

Register on our website today.

Contact:

Jenny Lyall (Listeners’ Officer)
672 513524
2rné5@uwclub.net

=7 A

burrow-environmental.com 01935 507 508

The Hair and Trichology Clinic
(Cameo Hair Salon)

All your hair solutions in one location — we

STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE
To let in Burbage

really do understand your hair inside and out!
Member of the Institute of Trichology
7 High Street Chiseldon SN4 ONQ
Telephone: 01793 741136
Open Tuesdays to Saturdays
We offer all aspects of hairdressing including a

Flexible Terms

Harepath Farm

wide range of cutting and colouring technigues, Please ca" George Gordon
balayage, folling, perming, unisex salon, 07802 596868

hair extensions and wigs.
Consultations for all scalp disorders and hair loss

within one of our private consultation rooms.

george.gordon@Ikl-
services.co.uk

Visit our websites www.cameo-hair.co.uk
or www.hairandtrichology.co.uk
Find us on Facebook under Cameo Hair Salon,
Chiseldon.
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Nature Notes: TmhRebiWanet

Of the three Wagtail species occurring in the U.KRidte Wagtailis the most
familiar. You might see him in a supermarkgtaréiy on a freshly mown cricket

pitch or a barn roof, i nvariably se
his character nicely:
oLittle trotty wagtail, he went T

ne' er got Tharerisasongething cangcal iabout its erratic gait, with the
characteristic tadlobbing and sudden sallies back and forth. | like the humorou
ni ckname it has acquired, referenci |

Grey Wagtailsare rarer, with a population of just 38,000 breeding pairs in th
UK. They breed in places adjacent to running water and this explains their pat
distribution. We are lucky in Wiltshire to have chalk streams and stretches of ce
with small weirs, miitream runs and lock gates. Above the sound of running we
ter, the silvery calls and striking appearance of a male Grey Wagtail on a gt
bank offers the perfect complement to the scene: grey back, yellow underpar
black bib and the long tail constantly flickering up and down.

On a local walk along the Wansdyke in late spring the birds are demanding
attention: the Skylark with its negading roulades of song, a Meadow Pipit per-
fecting his oOparachute displayo6 and
hawthorn bush.

Then, suddenly, on the ground or on a femaeperch, a small, slim bird with
aneye at chingly brilliant yellow brea:
call- aYellow Wagtailmy per sonal favourite of
visitor, arriving in April and returning to its wintering quarters in Africa in Septen
ber. The guide books will tell you it breeds on lush, damp meadowland, but in
cent decades it has taken to making its nest in cereal crops, for example in our
Marlborough and Pewsey Downs and on the margins of Salisbury Plain. There
be manure piles providing insects and grubs and muddy puddles on the path,
this species is less dependent on the presence of g
bouring water.

On my walk | will encounter several pairs, for Ye
Wagtails often nest in small colonies, but only too
the season is over and family groups will begin to a
on nearby barn roofs, searching for insects, the vy
ones paler than the adults, but still dainty and attre
alongside the commoner pied wagtails.

Yellow Wagtail by David White
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Textiles and Stitch Around Marlborough

Mqu borough Summer Exhibition
Festival 1 wwnw

from Friday June 7th to Sunday June 9th 2024
10:00 - 4:00pm

Kennet Valley Hall, Lockeridge, Marlborough, SN8 4EL

=% b _W

« Te We .
I tChefs olks Hidden HIS‘OI’Y Guic!edﬁ 9“(5 -
S G\IES

! IF od & Drink B
. Dlglful Workshops * Best local Fo

Entrance Fee £4
(Children free)

Cakes and refreshments available all day

marlboroughfestival.com
Castle & Ball Hotel @marlboroughfest www.textilesandstitch.co.uk
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Clergy Letter Tim Nov

It never ceases to amaze me just how much ancient wisdom is forever applic
Doctors are now prescribing O6Nature
and depression. | was impressed to see that such a recommendation made it
American Psychol ogi st Jonathan Haid
lished at the end of March this year.

The very high rates of mental iliness the Western world is experiencing He
blames on the Smartphone and its revolutionary bursting onto the technology ¢
ne, from 2010 to 2015. No other new invention made its way into the hands, he:
and homes of the general human populace as quickly as the gadget we all he
our pockets and in whose company we spend a great deal of time.

The thesis is this, in Haidtds down
overprotection in the real world and urgletection in the virtual worfilare the
maj or reasons why children born aft

Essentially, the Smartphone allowed access to too much information too so
Devel oping brains can6t process &0
so widely besetting today6s younger

What really caught my attention wa
Degradati ono. Spirituality is key
Smartphone. Haidt, a staunch Atheist., suggests six spiritual practices:

1. Participate in 6Shared Sacredne
circulating the Kaaba, or even protestors chanting together.

2. Coming up for Communion is important, as is standing and sitting collecti\
ly. Such acts are believed to aid groups in forming stronger bonds.

3. Engaging in 6Mindfulness®6, stil]
4 . My favobuantsteendenSedf while our
feel more interdependent and connected to people and forces around us. C
trasting this, Hai dt writes: 0Soci a
people to think in ways that are ex
think about yourself first; be materialistic, judgmental, boastful, and petty; seek
ry as quantified by Ilikes and foll o\
5. Practise being 6Slow to anger,

polarisation in Western politics is as a result of the Smartphone.
6 . Fi nd 0 Aforeexample, theadcantrdspgiay of the Aurora Borealis.
In terms of mental health, and to help alleviate the anxiety brought on by t
Smartphone, attending to Spiritual Wellbeing is the right thing to do. Indee
6t hereds nothing new under the sun. (

20



The Resili ence of Pl an
Be Mor e Lesl ey And

In the 1940s six acres were carved out of farmland on the downs above Aldbou
and two homes were built. In 1984 we purchased one with approximately half
acre of land.

With busy working lives, we intervened very little in the structure of the gard
leaving pine trees planted in the 1940s at the front of the house, a Leylandii he
boundary, a concrete drive and the remainder which was lawn with a large pon
the rear in place. We developed a few borders in the main garden behind the h
to give us something beautiful to look at and planted a mixture of bulbs to one s
of the drive which looked after themselves.

Once we retired the mowing regime remained until we decided it was boring
a waste of time! From about 2010 we ceased mowing apart from paths connec
with the borders and pond. To the rear we sowed yellow rattle which parasiti
grass and is widely used to create spaces for wildflowers. Like the bulbs, rattle |
after itself once established. To the front we did nothing. The transformation h
been extraordinary. Land farmed for at least a hundred years and given ove
conventional management for decades has changed remarkably in a relatively
time.

The first plants to colonise were cowslips and oxeye daisies then others suc
stitchwort, clover and primroses popped up. The biggest surprise over the last
years has been the appearance of orchids in both parts of the garden but espe
in the front garden where hundreds appeared last summer. These are nativ
chalk downland and somehow have managed to survive and reappear. /

although we hadndt introduced vyello
other plants,; this spring especially primroses are settling in all without &
R | prompting.

The result of our relaxed gardening
regime is colourful meadows from spring
all through summer. We now hope that
year on year the mix will continue to
change with increasing numbers of
. orchids testament to the survival powers
of plants.

Pyramid Orchids in Grass by Lesley Andrews
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The Me®dc HomReé r ets hed
KevDinckéemsust Man:

The Merchant os House Museum, set ur
closed during the pandemic. To bring people back to visit again, the exhibit
space has been completely refreshed to show the

stories and artefact:
a focus on day to day life, trades and shops ¢
as accounts of military roles and locations
visitors can take themselves back over 80 |
Thanks to the Marl bof
History Project, you can listen to some of} "
much loved residents talk about the shops,™
times and people of Marlborough.

The historic house itself has been
help our visitors understand the building and the families who lived and work
here. A new addition this year is-geifled tours, where visitors can navigate the
maze of rooms at their own pace. Our very popular guided tours are still runni
and you can book thesenatw.themerchantshouse.co.uk

There is an exciting calendar of events for 2024. Our ever popular Op
Gardens on June 23fdf or det ai | aretare\asit fdim dicahtsry On
l'iving history group Tth&e7" Iy ane a magicad s
Christmas event later in the year.

We are always seeking new volunteers to give their time on any day Mond
Saturday. If you would like to get involved, please cimaotDickens (Trust
Manager) on 01672 511491 or etmestmanager@themerchantshouse.co.uk

Textiles and Sti R€shLdFnx

From -9 June at Kennet Valley Hédlee page Téktiles & Stitch Arourld
Marlborough will be holding our first exhibition for over 5 years. We are planning
wonderful display of textile art including hand stitching, free machine embroide
felting, quilting & patchwork and printing.
A favourite group challenge has been the embroidery of old denim|pocke
stitched onto an outfit (plus suitcase). We will also have demonstrationg of he
stitching, needle felting, quilting and patchwork, English paper piecing and bead
Retailer Sewcraft from Swindon will be present and there will also pe itel
for sale decorated by our own members. Tea, coffee anthhdmeakes will pe
available throughout so come along with friends and make a day of it.
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