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The April edition ofTower and Toiwmormally written by a team of pupils from
Marlborough College. This year the team is drawn from the College adults.

We begin with a review by Bob Pick of his experience as the first head
Marlborough College Malaysia, setting up and running an entirely new branch o
College in an area of the world where the work ethic is noticeably different and
mix of faiths and ethnicities hugely enriching.

Sean Dempster, recently retired, taught Biology and was always at the heart «
Coll egeds involvement with Wiltshire
such College commitment and has produced for us a bird's eye view of
meticulous recording by students and teachers that went into this.

Andrew Brown reflects on the dynamism of the College's contribution to mode
language teaching, moving out from core French and German in the 1960
include Russian and, later, Spanish, and a couple of decades later Chinese, J
and Arabic, driven by the vision of Gerald Groffman. They&asttaster course,
where all pupils are introduced to the full range of languages on offer, is an insp
exercise in horizewidening.

Andrew Gist describes for us another example of the College striking out al
its own path in the shape ofitsfyse ar humani ti es proj e
more of a return to an earlier era: my own first year as a student at the Co
included just such an arrangement, under the watchful eye of Jake Seamer.
can be few better ways to encourage joipdearning.

Guy Nobes concludes with a review of some of the exciting univers
possibilities now open to school leavers, with degrees from Europe, Amer
Australasia and even Abu Dhabi offering experiences far beyond what
generation dreamed of.

Gabby Venus and Debby Guest continue their regular columns, while Da
Chandler introduces us to Human Writes. It all adds up to a hearty meal!

Hugh de Sar am,
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Bob Pick was the founding Master of Marl bor o
position until retirement in July 2017. He
tutor at Buckingham University and |ives in

When | was asked ten years ago to keep an eye on possible overseas develo
for Marlborough College, | never envisaged that | would be living and working
Malaysia for the last years of my teaching career. By 2009 my watching brief
turned into a fultime job as head of the bramelw Marlborough College Malaysia.

From a starting cohort of 350 pupils entering the College on Monday 27
August 2012, we have grown steadily and now have nearly 900 pupils betweel
ages of 3 and 18. As yet, we do not have the luxury of waiting lists (and \
struggle to do so until the Iskandar region develops more strongly) and theref
remain a recruiting school rather than a selective school.

. = Marlborough Malaysia nevertheless punches wel
| above its weight academically for the simple
reason that the work ethic of the pupil body is
much stronger than anything | ever experienced in
Wiltshire. There is a genuine thirst for knowledge
and an understanding that success in life is not ar
entitl ement . Last S umi

| A*/A grades at IGCSE and 35 points in the
Internatlonal Baccalaureate against a world average of 30 points.

The Asian work ethic, particularly among the Chinese, is well known but | ha
been pleased to see haxtking western pupils too. Many expatriate families
come to Asia for a few years, work phenomenally hard to gain their rewards &
unsurprisingly, expect the same from their children. It is interesting to observe h
many of the few underperformers are swept up by the driven approach of t
majority.

One challenge which will, | fear, continue is the movement within Commo
Room. We have been fortunate to attract a good number of applicants for ec
advertised position but the turnover rate is currently around twice that of the U
school. Whilst renewal can be good and does lead to a younger Common Ro
there are moments when too many high quality people move on after two or thi
years. | would, however, encourage beaks at Marlborough and indeed any tec
reading this article to consider venturing abroad at some point in their career.

My wife, Ali, and | have had our lives enriched by the experience in a wa




could not have believed possil" -
when it was first mooted that w

might relocate. Our eyes have be

opened by living and working wif

people from different cultures, belie o

and faiths, and this has ask._ F‘—E’E‘Eﬂ'!‘r g L
guestions of what we really stand
and what life is about. | could eag
have been accused of not looki
beyond the gates of the Colleg
certainly not beyond the end
Marlborough High Street, before going to Malaysia. We now have a more balanc
reflective view of society and only regret not taking a leap of faith such as tt
earlier in our careers. It has been a truly magnificent experience and we feel
privileged to have been given the opportunity.

Natur al Hi story at Ma
Sean Dempster

With the exception of the one at Bootham School, York, the Natural History
Society at Marlborough College is the oldest of its type. Founded in 1864 by th
boys, A.C. Almack, W.W. Dayman and R.T. Isaacson, its activities were recorde
Reports, the compilation of which excused the editors from Latin Prose for th
week.

The pages of these Reports, which were published until the 1960s, cont:
invaluable records of local species of bird, flowers and insects as well as rese
carried out by students and masters. College boys were systematically weighec
measured, these statistics being passed to the Anthropometrical Society in Lond

The founders were keen to show exhibits to the Miaster one occasion when th
poet Tennyson was a guest, wazbfl 6agh

The Reports give a fascinating insight into the changes in birdlife: Corncral
Cirl Bunting, Woodlark, Hawfinch and Lesser Redpoll all rfestagladays the
occurrence of any of these species would be the cause of great excitement. Or
other hand, species such as Tufted Duck and Great Spotted Woodpecker, wh
now breed in the College grounds, were absent.

A small museum was established in 1866 but in 1883 this building was repla
by Museum Block which contained magnificent showcases of animals from all o
the world. Continued over the page



Field Days were an important featu
the Summer Term large numbers of members repaired to some outlying distric
forage.

In 1885, Rev. T.A. Preston, the foureesident left the College. His
successor , E. Meyri ck FI
leading authorities on microlepidoptera; his British
collection of butterflies and moths is housed in the
College. Another unique collection is the Wedgwood
Herbarium, donated by Mary Wedgwood in memory
of her second son, Allen, who was killed at Gallipoli.
In 1933, the Societyds
House where the collections survived intact despite
The Military taking over the building, installing a
machine gun post and concreting the bow window.
Today the collections and Reports are housed in the
. Science Department and Archives who have

w e e Catalogued and digitised the Reports.
In 1977, Beverley Heath established a Nature Trail
around the College Lakes and Granham Hill. This was extended in 2002 and m
of it is accessible to the public. A guide to the trail can be obtained from tl
College; as one follows the numbered posts one is given an insight into the nat
history that has fascinated generations of Marlburians.

Stretching the | i mits
Languages atantrrkre BCdowvh |

Our view of the world is increasingly coloured by news of security threats a
terrorist atrocities, and continuing uncertainties over what our role in Europe w
actually feel like next year when we officially leave the EU. Are we engag
confidently with a globalised marketplace, or retreating nervously as we pull u
metaphorical drawbridge over the English Channel?

At the College, the 29 teachers in the Modern Languages Department (full
parttime teachers, language assistants and the languages technician) can feel
front line helping pupils interpret these questions and find answers that make se
Languages open minds to new ways and ideas, and encourage engagemen
linguistic and cultural difference. Knowledge of foreign languages can transforr
teenagerds experiences and, who knov

Continued on page 7
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