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Some years ago, the late Dr Robert Ornstein, early expounder of the left brair
right brain theory, published a book entithsglthy Pleasufscently reading it
again gave me the idea for the polymathic theme of this edition of Tower and Tc
From the earliest days it is important, nay vital, to develop and train as n
aspects of the brain and body as possibleuBglétion, as the great Victorian, Sir
Richard Burton, expounded is an imperative for human survival and wellbeing.
Here in Marlborough, we are blessed with two outstanding secondary sct
educating more than two and a half thousand students (Marlborough College a
Johnos Academy) . Teenagers beaver
gualifications leading to financial security but they are also engaged in a huge
of further activities that will test them and challenge dhmrgain without paid
but lead to pleasure and satisfaction in later life. William Morris who ente
Marlborough College in the winter of 1848 became a textile and furniture desit
poet, translator and social activist. The author William Golding was educated ¢
Grammar School and developed skills in acting, teaching, music and sailing.
The Marlborough College Summer School is an amazing enterprise that dev
folk of all ages in many, many ways. These days we are especially aware
importance of continued development after retirement as we live longer and fac
threat of mental and physical deterioration.
| sndt it true that we admir ed trueh O ¢
polymaths? The great Winston Churchill: soldier, orator, writer, statesn
horseman, bricklayer and artist is a fine example as was Burton himself (see p
How many high achievers listed on the walls of the College Chapel and Town
were also polymaths (see Robert Twi
Many of us are polymaths or will know others closer to home. This maga
concentrates on how to develop skills and describes examples of abundant
honed by neighbours, friends and friends of friends.
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Summer StheoMot her o f
Opportunity

Sign up for Summer School and discover why Marlborough College have bee
learning since 1974.

Mar |l borough Coll egeds annual Summe |
August 2020 and once again hosts an amazing array of more than 550 cot
suitable for all ages, abilities and interests. Whether you wish to learn a new sk
spend time enhancing an existing one, there is bound to be a course just perfec
you.

Five great reasons to attend Summer School:

Time to explore your creative, physical or intellectual self

All courses run from Monday to Friday and last for either five full or five hal
days giving you a wonderful opportunity to totally immerse yourself in a favour
pastime or discover something completely new. You will benefit from the guidar
and support of tutors who are experts in their chosen fields.

A course for everyone

Summer School offers a diverse programme of art, history and cultur
wellbeing, country pursuits and life skills. Traditional favourites run alongside
wide range of inspiring new courses encompassing everything from Macramé
Mental Health, Picture Framing to Smartphone Video, Fundamental Physics tc
Cappellinging and Wordsworth to Lebanese cookery. In addition to the hug
range of adult courses, there is also an impressive programme of activities
entertain young people aged from three to 17 years.

Top class entertainment

Another highlight is the impressive array of evening entertainment on offer
both Summer School students and the public. In addition to recitals, film nigk
and 5.15pm lectures on a range of fascinating topics, showcase Gala Performe
take place every Tuesday aneup iRcluded ay
evenings with Kate Adie and Janet SReger, outdoor family theatre from lllyria
and music from The Locrian Ensemble, Only Men Aloud, Andy Abraham, Th
Rocket Man tribute to Sir Elton John and much, much more.

Excellent Hospitality
Marlborough College offers the option of convenient accommodatior
throughout Summer School, which is ideal for those attending from further afie



In fact, with full board included in the accommodation costs, even locals ¢
tempted to stay and take advantage of the indoor swimming pool aoietistate

art gym, free admission to all entertainment and especially, the delicious fi
served by the Coll egebds talented che

A unique and vibrant holiday

The mix of generations, groups and individuals creates a unique experience
makes the atmosphere at Summer School so vibrant. Last summer saw ove
nationalities in attendance, making Summer School a truly international event
amidst the history and tradition of Marlborough College. Many students return y
after year to renew friendships and enjoy the company-wirlded people. A
regul ar student assures Summer Schooct
your own as there will always be someone to talk to and share experiences w
first came al one and now we are seve

For more information and to request a brochure, call the Summer School team ¢

Tr av el Lucinda

6What should they knowvwudydrdKiping| and wt
Most of us 20th and 21st century Brits have been fortunate enough to trav

Travel broadens the mind and apparently studies suggest that taking a gap ye
studying abroad can positively influence your brain, making you more outgoing
open to new ideas. So, if you are a traveller, you can add travel to your burgeo
list of polymathic skills.

Travel! And thou shalt find new friends for old ones left behind:

Toill For the sweets of human life by toil and moil are found:

The stathome no honour wins nor aught attains buant:

So, leave thy place of birth and wander all the world around!
These lines are frod T h e T a D& Aloaind hi¢ san BaiDA Hasan: The
Thousand Ni,gdnslased layrihé ansazinyg Erglisht pdlymath Sir Richar
Burton KCMGFRGS who was an explorer, geographer, translator, writer, soldie
orientalist, ethnologist, spy, linguist, pdat Kasidalfencer and diplomat. He
was famed for his travels and explorations in Asia, Africa and the Americas, as
as his extraordinary knowledge of languages and cultures. According to one cc
he spoke 29 European, Asian and African languages, as well as another 18 dials



Mi cromastery Robert Twi

We live in the age of specialisation; we encourage our children to specialise tc
good wages and a secure living but is this really a good thing?

In researching my bodkicromasteérfpund that specialisation might have some
disadvantages. For a start, we now know the model of the brain has changed frc
static computer type system to a plastic, evolutionary organ that grows
accordance with wuse. The brain foll
more you specialise the more you lose the wide range of cognitive potentialities
the majority of children display.

| found that according to UNESCO research done by Michigan University
Professor Robert Ro8ernstein, those seeming specialists, Nobel Prize winnin
scientists, were rather different to how we imagine. Compared to regular scientis
Nobel Winner is 4 times more likely to practise some kind of craft, 15 times mc
likely to practise music and 22 times more likely to pursue acting, dancing or me
The Nobel economist with whom | spoke was an excellent piaeigtaid he
needed the change from maths theory in order to come up with new ideas. BL
i sndét just the relaxation a differe
to crosdertilise with your main area of study: a formidable way to produc
advances. One Nobel winner who had learnt to sew as a child (from a seamst
mother) became a pioneer of suturing as a medical doctor.

But for us everyday folk mastering different skills not only keeps us learning
also keeps us interested in life. | have found that learning one small skill, sucl
making a perfect omelette or perfecting your handwitatger than trying to
master a whole raft of complicated skilss a way t o avoi d
worth trying, the field is just S a
micromasteries you give yourself permission to be interested in anything, since
can drop that interest and get another without losing a big investment of time.

Books by Robert Twigger are available at the White Horse Bookshop. These inc
Micromastery
Angry White Pyjamas
Red Nile: A Biography of the World's Greatest River



A.D. Draughting

Plans Drawn for:
Extensions | Conversions
Planning Permission & Building Regulations

T: 01672511412 | m: 07791 341698

email: alex@addraughting.co.uk

www.addraughting.co.uk
[Contact: Alex Dawson|

T M Decorators

Interior - Exterior : Coving and Artexing
Retired after 40 years : Retired prices!
Call for a free quotation
01380 724897 : 07960 2000086

Leathercraft ., Marlborough
JEAN UPTON

FINE QUALITY LEATHER GOODS
& PRESENTS LARGE AND SMALL
OLD HUGHENDEN YARD, HIGH STREET
MARLBOROUGH SN8 ILT
TeL (01672) 516 065

CHRIS WHEELER CONSTRUCTION

For fencing and associated work
Contact the specialists
All types of fencing supplied and erected
Driveways and road constructon
Quality assured to I1SO 9001:2000
Tel: 01672 810315

Email: cw.cw@btinternet.com

~=a

The Hair and Trichology Clinic
Lynda Hutton MIT

for medical & cosmetic hair & scalp conditions
NHS & private wig design; affordable hair salon

7 High Street, Chiseldon, 7 miles from Marlborough

Furniture Restorer, Upholsterer
& Cabinet Maker

Andrew Brennan

Harepath Farm, Burbage, Marlborough SN 3BT

' M: 07769 833 939

Esablisied 1992 Orennantestorations@gmail.com

01793 740147 ~ www.hairandtrichology.co. uk

CHARLES 5. WINCHCOMBE & SON LTD. est. 1932 g
THOMAS FREE & SONS est. 1875

FOURTH GENERATION INDEPENDENT FA
| FUNERAL DIRECTORS &
& MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN

www.wiltshirefunerals.co.uk

01672 512110

Albert House,
The Parade, Marlborough, SN8 1NE.

wiltshirefunerals@gmail.com

01380 722500

Registered Office: Winchcombe House,
37, New Park Street, Devizes, SN10 1DT.




Apartments and houses are now available to buy in four well designed,
purpose-built developments for the over-55's, Town Mill in Marlborough
and three in or around London.

Each properly is equipped with 24-hour
emergency systems and every development
benefits from beautiful landscaped gardens,
communal facilities such as lounge, guest
suites, resident house/estate managers and
on-site parking.

Availability and more information about
each development - Osprey Court (NW3
7AA) near West Hampstead, Heathside
(NW11 7SB) near Golders Green,
Challoner Court (BR2 OAB) in Bromley and
Town Mill (SN8 1NS) in Marlborough - TeE———— e

can be viewed on the website Prices range from £187,500 - £630,000

www.ospreyme.co.uk

For further enquiries, please contact Lorraine Wash on
(020) 8569 8364 or email lorraine.wash@ospreymc.co.uk I&j

Osprey

RE IT



Jenny At Kkins Lucinda |

Many Marlborough people will know Jenny Atkins as the dedicated resource
Savernake Hospital Night Nurse who, for twenty years from 1982 onwarc
administered to the sick and injured. Marlborough born and bred, a Wiltshire e
Jenny decided in 1971, aged 20, to
Nursing Training at Guyo&6s Hospital,
was her main motivation.

A patient arriving poorly and then eventually discharged well and fit gave Jel
immense satisfaction. Observing patients over the years taught Jenny that tt
with a positive attitude to life improved more quickly than others. These patier
insisted, when able, on doing small things for themselves, saying they wanted t
home as soon as possible to friends and family and, in particular, to hobbies an
the many skills that gave them fulfilment ane:seem.

When a child during the | ate 508s ¢
their own clothes, to garden and to cook. Many turned their hands to croch
knitting, pickling, baking and jam making. Likewise, male friends could turn thi
hands to a myriad of skills, including decorating, wiring, carpentry, mending c
and machines. o0lt was the norm to be

Jenny worries that the present generation are no longer taught, either in or ou
school, to make things with their hands. Sadly, even the Scout movement
dwi ndl ed. 0Too much emphasis is put
mobile phones and social media which waters down our sense of independence
eats up time that could be spent on skills encouragimgcselft h, 6 s he
agrees with Robert Twigger when he says in higvbo@masténh at o we |
create; not just consume. 0

After her retirement from Nursing, Jenny joined The Wiltshire Guild of Spinnet
Weavers and Dyers in Steeple Ashton (www.wesbtmiltsunityweb.com), where
she learned to make lovely finely woven fabrics, as well as durable woven fl
rugs. Local stained glass classes and making mosaic tops for tables has
provided further tactile satisfacti
guide for making a set of wooden shelves because she loves the smell and tou
wood. And she was proud to achieve a near perfect mortise and tenon joint.
continues to sew, to bake and to make jams.

But one of her greatest | oves i s hi
more than insided6, said Jenny, so 0V
and watch my vegetables pop up out of the soil. When | have time, | stroll betwe
the beds to |l earn from my all ot men:



ot her . o

Reading and travelling to America, Europe, even to China are also on |
Polymathic list of achievements. She and her husband, Geoff, are presently pa:
on their knowledge, including trainsets, to their grandchildren, whom they ho
will gain the same contentment and satisfaction from life as they have.

We are what e Rebxpwral I e

Neuroplasticity and the i mportance ¢

For years psychologists assumed that our brains held a finite number of br
cells or neuronal connections, and that, as we aged, we inevitably would lose a
number, and so too the functionality that they brought.

Recent research however, has confirmed that this is not the case. Rather 1
being a fixed entity, our brainds c
and rather akin to plasticine (hence the term neuroplasticity). This means that e
interaction, conversation and activity that we partake in will strengthen o
6pat hwaysd and conversely, i f we st
activities, these sections wil/ we al

Messages in the brain are carried along neurones and at the end of each nel
are passed electrochemically across a gap called the synapse. It is this precise
at the synapse that is of upmost importance. The more frequently a synaps
activated, the stronger the overall connection is made, as each stimulation act
changes the shape of the synapse. This changing of the shape of the synaps
lead to further new connections being made and existing paths being made n
6effectived. Thi s i s how 6l earning
interaction, conversation and deliberate action that we make contributes to ¢
brainds O6network of mot orwaysd and
networks. So, in essence, when you are gardening, playing Sudoku or reading :
novel by your favourite author, you are changing your brain.

Likewise, when we cease to engage in our usual (or indeed new) activities,
brain wild.l start to Opruned connect
weakening connections and associated memory traces. The result being the lo
certain pathways, which will lead to the reduction in your efficiency to carry ¢
certain actions, such a sigrading piano music due to lack of practice.

This brings me onto the i mportance
65 a dayd6 into our Oment al di et 0,



nutritional diet. The more varied our lives are in terms of new experiences &
knowledge, the more complex and varied our neuronal connections are. We
able to do more, simply because we do more. The more frequently and m
deliberately we engage in actions, the more accomplished we become. As the
idiom suggest s, Opractice makes p el
6practice certainly does mean physi
where neuroscientists have been able to map various areas of our brains tha
responsible for certain actions, and amazingly even the location of cert;
memories.
You might be thinking that to reap

be up with the | arks and sl aving aws;
popular idea with many psychologists and counsellors at the moment is the ide
6Mi nd Appl esd. This is where a pers

amount of joy or comfort and ensure that they do them every day. This is n
intended to be an onerous task; we should simply spend the amount of time
would take you to eat an apple, doing something you love. The positive effects
engaging in this practice have ranged from improved mood, heightened sens:
awareness and engagement with our surroundings, and more energised.

On the opposite note, it is also really important, at times, to do nothing. O
more precisely, to spend time quietly reflecting. If you choose to use mc
formalised spiritual ways of engaging in this, maybe in prayer or meditation, or
more secular practice of mindfulness, there is evidence to suggest that this wil
of immense benefit to your health both now and in the future. Spiritua
mindfulness has been suggested to be of a great benefit in terms of decree
anxiety and improving positivity of modd/achholtz AB, Pargament K). 2005
Newberg, a research scientist from the University of Pennsylvania, states !
prayer and meditation can improve concentration, emotional reasoning a
compassion. There is also fledgling research that indicates that undertaking
practices could isolate from some of the common side effectgeibtepkageing
issues.

This brings me to the most important question: what is the most effective way
improving your brain? Whilst brain training games, apps, etc. have been laude
the best way for improving our brain power, recent work has suggested that it r
be simpler that than. Engaging in light exercise, conversation, and learn
something new are as powerful as aepli training.

Overall, we donot have tconlniewwa etdhbe
just have to Ilive a |ife where we ©06f
keep enjoying our hobbies!

Rebecca teaches psychology to the 6th Form at Marlborough College

9



Mari on -EbntagwsonLucinda

My conversation with Marion Gordéinlayson about her Polymathy divulged a
joyful whirlwind of experience, as well as many deliberate acts of learnil
providing a lifelong balance between the intellectual and the creative.

An amiable people person, her positivity and inquisitiveness about the wo

around her is infectious. Now appr o:
due to many ogoing pleasurable pursuits like walking, art classes, musi
gardening, water sports, 6kitchenod

recently beekeeping with her husband, lan. Perhaps, because of the bees, she
with Robert Twigger in his bodkicromastdryh a t 60t he wvarious
need ample cross fertilisation. & 00
said Marion. As her mother was a practical woman, it is no wonder Marion or
completed a Car Mechanicds Course!
After a broad childhood education and later a rigorous Secretarial Qualificati
Marion put her typing and shorthand skills to good use landing a London job
1970 with the British Tourist Authority. This underpinned a desire to travel and s
the world. During the first 6% years of hetydér marriage to lan, they found
themselves on a steep learning curve working in Paris, immersed in a comple
different culture and a new language. Fortunately, a challenging job for Marior
the OECD Environment Department proved fun. Back in Marlborough years late
her amateur psychology and counselling skills were tested while working for SL
the Specialist Letting & Caretaking Agency where every day was mind boggli

di fferent. OFortunately, | di sl i ke |
divorcee having to rent; on another day a mournful widower or possibly a cou
who had been forced to sell their be

As Dr Robert Ornstein says in his bétdalthy Pleasuresé The gr eat
human evolution may be that the hig
engaging in philanthropy for the past 16 years, by holding an annual play for chz
performed by the resourceful Corni s
foremost life achievements. Her welcoming Ogbourne Maizey garden is the ve
for the stage where a core of regular actors as well as new recruits make uy
troupe. OHaving an avenue to raise
has been very gratifying, | ast year
Adventure Trust is our chosen charity. An average of about@u30as been
raised each year with an emereasing audience of now over 250 people. This
year 6s epic production of King Lear
inventive Miracle treatmerthe only real worry is always the weather and we hope

10



it will treat wus kindly!o
| asked Marion what she had learned from observing the actors over 16 ye

O0Besides acting, dancing and singin
practical skills kick in when needed; carpentry, costume design, as well as
electrics. A truly professional C 0 Mj
of things, not just wi t h i Pad-=liant mo

nomads from June until August; with no fixed theatre, instead they travel fra
venue to venue We house and feed th
part of our extended family. o6

Marion often attends the Summer School. | wonder what course she has cho
for 20207? One has the feeling that |
her last breath; and thetihe Universe will be her oyster!

Ball room Danci ngor @adnd Neh

Over eleven million viewers tuned in to watch the final of Strictly Come Dancir
last December. Are there health benefits from actually taking part, if not at
professional level, by attending local classes ?

The vast health benefits of ballroom dancing are well documented by scient
research and confirmed by dancers themselves. Ballroom dancing improves
cardiovascular system, helping to prevent heart disease. It will noticeably impr
your posture and body alignment, as
muscles. Ballroom dancing is also a superb weight loss treatment, helping you
as much as 400 calories in one hour, all while you are having fun at almost any ;

The movements of many types of dances also strengtherbeaigig bones
and can even help prevent or slow bone loss. As you practise dancing, you bec
more flexible, agile, and graceful both on and off the dance floor. Dancing will a
improve your mental acuity and research shows that it can reduce the likelihoot
Al zhei mer6s disease in older peopl e

Physical exercise in any form promotes a healthienagdf Perhaps more than
other sports, ballroom dance has a social component: you can feel the camara
when you learn dances within group lessons, make new friends, and laugh wi
partner during a private lesson. These benefits alone can help reduce stress
encourage a feeling of overall wellbeing.

Gordon is a professional piano tuner. He plays the harpsichord and taught
Marlborough College and elsewhere. He was a founder member and first
Mar |l borough Concert Orchestra. At S
Ballroom Dancing classes.

11



Bel | Riitnhgel nEgQx er C NeS €@ G M

Bel | ringing and especially what i s
that requires physical and mental dexterity.

The first step in learning to ring bells in England is to master control of the be
Not so easy, as each bronze bell can weigh from a few hundredweight to se\
tons and is housed in the bell chamber, at the top of the church tower. Swing
easily on bearings that are setingtauf t en anci ent | oak
controlled by a handmade rope that drops from a wooden wheel, attached to
bell, through the floor and down to the ringing chamber, frequently many fe
below. The number of bells range from up to four or five in a small church t
perhaps six, eight or ten in a substantial tower. Most cathedrals have twelve bell

The ringing chamber is usually hidden away and reached by a spiral stair
within the tower. A degree of anonymity suited pious worshippers in times gone
as ringers were sometimes unruly and given to drink.

The normal resting position of the bells is down, and ringing starts by taki
hold of the 6sallyd, the familiar, (
and the 6taild with the other and g
move faster and faster until their increased momentum brings them up with th
mouths facing heavenward. The bells are stopped from tipping over the top b
wooden ©6stayé. From then on, -degreeh
revolution of each bell. Every ringer controls his own bell and great care must
taken not to break the 6stayad, by o0
of the bell would cause it to tumble over and over, pulling the ringed wp to
even through T the ceiling with cat
been quickvitted enough to let go of the rope!

Ringing a bell up requires one to exert considerable energy and is one ¢
reason why this activity is sometin
position the bell is delicately balanced and can be handled-pgaadienor an
octogenarian.

Once wup, the bells are in positio
foll ows the next; round and round i
do.

Once bell control has been mastered, the next step is to make the sound
interesting. This is achieved by the Captain of the Tower, who calls for change
the order of progression. Following a string of comn@amds vi ng t o tF
do will follow ti, then la, then sad continuum

The next development is for the ringers themselves to follow a pattern that th

12



hold in their heads. This is known
bell will follow a different bell on each stroke, working through a set pattern. On
this has been learned the ringer can exercise mental agility by studying complic
method ringing and equip hior herself to ring a peal. A typical peal is just over
5000 changes, with no sequence repeated, taking several hours to complete. Ri
a peal successfully is no mean achievement for both mind and body.

Many met hods have curious names. TI
of the originator of the method, or the name of the place where it was first rung,
in Cambridge Surprise. Names with Minor (Little Bob) or Doubles (Grandsire)
Triples (Single Oxford Bob) denote a technical aspect of the method, as does E
A single error will disqualify the peal attempt, but there are plaques in churche:
over the country commemorating successful peals, the names of the ringers 1
participated and the event celebrated. These are usually for coronations, jubi
royal weddings or a | ocal occasi on;
memory of longtanding service. For funerals, bells are ruagnbifiéd, which is
achieved by tying a leather thong to one side of the clapper, and the clear call o
bell followed by an echo signifies this world and the world beyond.

The first peal in England was rung in 1715, and | think most people agree tl
the sound of church bells, rung by real experts, is beautiful. If you are looking
exercise a new skill that provides fun and camaraderie bell ringing could be for y

More information about bell ringing in Marlborough and especially attempts to r

facilities at 9together withmicl edselde tound im my book:
An English Baby Boomer: My Life an
bookshop.

For those wishing to try their hands at bell ringing you may care to contact:
St Maryods: NDarothy Blgtihre 01642 1512993/07785 274413
St Geor ged s :lanWRyldosterasl 3284
St John the Baptist: Mildefbedl Otley 01672 516506

The Arts Society Pewsey Val e
on arts subjects, organi ses
topics, and arranges Visi|ts
the fourth Tuesday of the m
Pewsey at 7 for 7.30pm. |An
THEARTS A40- contact pewseyvale@tihea
PEWSEYvalte 07775 683163 to join
*24 March Si an \MRaalpthearesl :| eAc tMiarsetée ro

13



Telli ng a Joke 1 i1Sucand$k

A snail goes to buy a car. When the snail picks out a fast sports car, the Sales
Heds also surprised when the snail
do you want ©6S86s painted on your <cat
-look atthatcwg 0o ! | ©

No doubt, this short silly joke has brought a smile to your face, but when w
the last time you had a side splitting, burst of laughter, the positive health affirm
carefree hilarity that reverberates on and on?

6 A happy convul si on, a psychophysi
spasmodic expiration with open gl ot
one scientific definition of laughter. A kind of inner jogging; laughing is essentic
good exercise. Face, di aphragm and
rate and blood pressure temporarily rise as breathing increases, becoming de
while oxygen surges through the bloodstream. Laughing baedis, Teduces
levels of the stress hormones epinephrine and cortisol, triggers a release of ¢
endorphins and apparently, bolsters immunity by deliberately altering mood.

Making people laugh is a great gift, so if you are not naturally funny, why r
learn to be? Observe those who are. Why not add the art of telling jokes &
amusing stories to your polymathic list? Practise jokes at home in the mirror; tal
course in telling jokes, anecdotes and stories; memorise quotes and sayings
spice up your conversation. When was the last time you memorised anything, ¢
a song? Become an eccentric wise fool!

O0A merry heart d o et Provagbs b7d22 (Kid\lkus. N@a n

doubt, Jesus of Nazareth enjoyed a
Somers, often relieved the Kingds s
I was regularly amused by her Jeste
physiciansod. Fools and jesters and |
comedy, the Rowan Atkinson, Two RonN

days. But over the centuries in the West, have the written word, film, radio, TV &
now a myriad of technologies, combined with our intellectual logical Western fo
of education, pushed out the real thing?

Riveting comedy is rare these days. Why? Are those writing comedy f
influenced by an invasive political correctness? Are we taking ourselves
seriously? Is a lack of laughter directly affecting our health?

Researchers have discovered that laughter involves various regions of the b
so perhaps a good joke bounces from the left to right brain, around the back &
front al | obes | i ke an electrical i mj
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the unconscious capacity to laugh. We do not decide to laugh and we can inhib
but generally laughter is caused by a spontaneous reaction. The best jokes bui
a set of expectations and have a punchline to update the knowledge of the liste
in an unexpected way. l'tds the unex
| i feds convoluted, someti mes, very t

Across the Middle East, Central Asia and Asia, the oral tradition is still strol
and jokersd tales I|Iike those of Joh
parts of the world on a daily basis that a good joke is a way to avoid confrontati
Jokes poke fun at all human weaknesses. Humour may indeed be an effec
antidote to adversity because when animals are confronted with a threater
situation, they have two choices; flee or fight. Humans have a third alternati
LAUGHTER! Humour allows us to distance ourselves from a threat, shor
circuiting feelings of anxiety or anger.

One of the bedtnown tales of the joker Mulla Nasrudin concerns his life as &
smuggler.For years, the Mulla was known for his habit of crossing the Afghan
nothing but a stiaken donkey. Asked by customs officers whether he had anyth
the answer was always the same: "nothing but straw." A search always followe
how hard the officials prodded and probed the donkey's load; no contraband wa

Years later, themnawt i r ed chief of customs ha
those years ago, 6 he tells Nasrudin
anything. Since we are both ol d men
6 Donkeys! & Donkegyddi ed Nasrudin, 0

Another Nasrudin style anecdote is attributed to Churelgitbup of clever clogs
Civil Servants complained that Churchill always answered a question with a que
pl an. I n a Whitehall corridor, they
time do YOU make it The priginah goesnmikenthifi r e
conceited customer approached Nasr u
with another question?06 he asked. N
| 20

How any society deals with humour and uses it to best advantage is interestir
find the British very selfeprecating and able to laugh at themselves. In fact, th
British sense of humour is probably one of the most sophisticated in the worl

Douglas Jerrol d, a dramati st , remar
tomorrow, the English would manage to meet and dine somewhere amongst
rubbi sh, just &and moedulstthavadgeodtalgk! e v ent

As an English proverb reminds us; (
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A 1012 noon Christchurc
Wh Bt O n 6-7.30pm Marlborough

Regul ar events ages 7+. Fun, games, t
9 (Every Friday duringier

Every Monday

Every Wednesday

; . . . By Appoint ment
2.30pm Manton Village Hall. Social Dancing with tea Library. Marlborough &

and cakes. Come on your own or bring a friend. I i i
Contact 07443 646695 or 01672 515B&tween Drop-in advice. Help lir
September and Easter)

6pm Recreation Ground, Salisbury Road. Bowls CIulg/Ia rch cale
7.30pm Christchurch. Marlborough Choral Society. 1st ( Sunday)
7.459pmBelr i ngi ng practice at/- -$t0pade Srtgd

Preshute. Concert: Johanna Roel
RichardsofEames piani
Every Tuesday members).

10.3012noon Mildenhall Village Hall. Music and
Movement for the Mind, for people living with 2nd (Monday)
dementia & family @O#BkeTrSs 2pmA<Bni16ﬁ‘éa||eWéai

739055 or www.alzheimerswiltshire.org.uk Mar |l borougl

23. 30pm Savernake Hospltqlzllrflh a(rﬁefrqu

(2rdTuesday)
2.45pm The Parlour, Chr i*sh c(AgF e day

Fellowship(2d& 4th Tuesdays) 7.30pm iyVesley Hall, O
7.309pmBelr i ngi ng practice a tPOtgLfC ﬁ\'ﬂl%{)?f
Marlborough. 5th (Thursday)

2pm Mildenhall Village
Demonstrati

igﬁ?hJubilee Centre. Driop Tea/Coffee. 12.30 Visitors £6. Micky Grah
10151 1. 45am St Peterds ChllrhchSatcdaday)
Cafe(Last Wednesday of month) 7pm Town Hall. Jubilee

1.303.30pm Town Hall. Sunshine Club for over 55s. 7D|fnner & Auction. Ticke
0

7.309pmBelr i ngi ng practice a tMagsnhcegrRKépeﬁer

7309. 30pm St Maryds Chur c IKeyhes. EL0 fromhivha/r
Community Choir.
8th (Sunday)

Every Thursday 3pm Marlborough Colle
10.3012noon Kennet Valley Hall, Lockeridge. Southbank Sinfonia. £2
Music for the Mind. Al zhei mer s Su
776481(Every Thursday duringjtesn 1 11 5 h 1(2We§ ge 2 d
7-8.30_pm Wesley Hall, Oxford St. Hangout & L gn; tur e pbmy.
Devotion. Youth Club. English Ch:

Every Friday for Friends) including c
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h Crush Hall. Foodbank. 12.30pm 40 St Martins. W

Scout Hut. Explorers club for ~ Lunch. 514030.

uck & a short Bible talk. £0.50. 7.45pm Wesley Hall, Oxford Street. Gardening

e) Association. Talk by DavinaWysine nes : 0 Th
Il nfl uence of my mot her ,

District Dyslexia Association.1 6t h ( Monday)

e: 07729 452143

et erds Church.
rig (violin) and Cameron
st and tenor). £10 (£8

11am Ellendune Community Centre, Wroughton SN4

9LW.The Arts Society Kennet & Swindon. Lecture by

Cl are Phillips: &Jewblerg ade
from around 190060 Guest

7.30pm Sl ade House, St J

Natgnali Trust AsgogiationyLeqiure gy Susarg Emc -
6The Beau Street Hoar :

17th (Tuesday)
7.30pm Town Hall. An illustrated lecture by Tim

Craven: 6Nor man Thel wel |
, Lockeridge SN8 4EL. of The Merchantds House.
' Embroider fsl%tﬁ;“(ivx)eg es-[ig)ll)k by Louise
rom Graduati om s A3 PR Fhe e Ac AERT S
sitors AS5. 861L9""TCl - P . _

ect'ure by David Evans

the Artsd. Tickets A1l5 (
xford Street. WI. AGM and including coffee & cake. See page 25.

19th (Thursday)

6pm Garnett Room, Marlborough College:Eanth
Hall. Floral Club. Day |l ecture by Charles B

on by Jane Be

am 514301.

' Centre Fundraising Grand
ts £30 from Jubilee Centre.

Church. Music and song. The? 1 st

inging Blokes of Ashton
it.ly/tmak47gigs.

ge Memorial Hall. Concert:
0 (£10 students). 892566.

The Merchant o
Mi chael Hart :
1racter 0.
offee & cake. See page 25.

Ti ¢ k éMembers enly.m

| Ceunl etru:r ag | nltnetreniiprr eliteadd .ons
7.00pm St Peter's Church. Marlborough History
Society. AGM followed at 7.30pm by talk by Major

General Peter Wil lLiams:

Ger manyod. Guests A5. Stu
(Saturday)

7.30pm St Maryds Church.

Orchestra. Wagner, Mendelssohn and
Tchaikovsky .£10, students £2. See page 25.

22nd (Sunday)

3pm Kennet
adults, £5 children.

d4thg (Eeesdmre)f or mat i o

6pnPSt BeteesChugch. BtiPetans Cehwqh TrushAGM.
the shop. A1l15
7.30pm Bouverie Hall, Pewsey. The Arts Society

Val | Hal |

ey

(A
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Pewsey Vale. Lecture by Sian Walter
Visitors £7. See page 13.

27th (Friday)
12 noon Marlborough College end of Lent Term.

28t h (Saturday)

7.30pm Merchantdés House. Presentat:i
6Music in Artdé. Al5 (members Al2) ¢
Family Newscompiled by Jes

lan Robert Anderson died on 26th November 2019 and at his request w
cremated privately. He leaves his wife, Patricia, three children, James, Lucy
Kate and four grandchildren. He enjoyed retirement in Marlborough and took pe
in many societies after a life working for Cargill in Switzerland and France. We s
our condolences to his family.

FROM THE REGI STERS

.t LJec@®¥ 5St O2YS
He WHydiNgBE 9f AT I 6SGK yyw@asS 2AtfAlYazy

Cdzy SMISt &INF & F2NJ 6KS FlLYAftASaAa 27FY

Mc W YOERHMNBVEBTK . A01yStt oyno
FYR G2 RIFI&&a tFGSNE KSNJ Kdza ¢ I
My Wy o NEEKS ZNISYNE . A0l yStt oyous |o
al NI 02 NERdzaK
W2AYyiGfeéalsi all NIaIZNWR dz3K | YR bR NI
w2elt 22282y .l aasSi
HM W V{dd N/ e NB . F Af S8 6To0 2F wd3s
al NI 60 2 Nk dzZ3 K
{0 @&FNEa I NI
22282y .| 4&
CAXANEY D2 NR

02NRdzIK | YR b2NIK| 23
459
2

om WI N Y lakKtSe oyno 2F|{d
{ @IINBa | NY 02NRdzZ3K | yR al NI 02 NE
0 CSoNMzZINBEY [S2YyFNR 9RYAyaz2y o6ppo |27

0 &@NEal NI 62NRdzZAK YR b2NIK| 23
2292y .l aasy

M So{Ni]daH’MENJf)\GI-EIS 6tTo@ &% RE al NHb.
{0 &@INEBal NI 62NRdzAK

E
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Book Revi ews Debby Gue

ltds March, and | do hope that if vy
changegourl i f e regime in January youoOve
sofa with a good book. If you really want to make drastic reforms, wait a few we
untit he ¢l ocks go forward, youodl | h a
springtime.

Or be |Ii ke me and read booksdtaleowtr

always more exciting anyway. In the case of Keggie Carew, life is interest
awkward, adventurous and (occasionally justifiably) pafuickisand Takesy,

book of vignettes, essays, call them what you will, is funny and clever and, she
all entirely true. | loved the descriptions of a truly excruciating writing workshop
stay at Scotlandds most horrible ho
about murder. This eccentric collection is hard to categorise, but a very enjoye
read, especiallysiéhadenfrasageur thing (everyone needs a hobby).

| have a completely unscientific theory that readers are aldcsteatiosd
something to do with creating oneds
about it, radio is utter magic. Charlie Connelly is a true radio enthusiast, listener
broadcaster, andlast Train to Hilversismhis celebration of the history and
personalities of this most immersive and intimate medium. From the electropho
through Beatrice Harrison and her cello, to the sufitaf the analogue signal,
Connelly looks at the broadcasting content and the technology. He visits we
remote little commercial stations, talks to-kmelNvn broadcasters and revives
memories of big names and events (and scandals) of the past. And do
remember the SOS messages?

Finally, i f we 0r e AMBDof a Stret€hris Atlgns ltas h e
written about an experience most of us will hope never td llaae of being
sentenced to a term in prison. A documentarynfdiker, Atkins was sentenced to
six years for tax fraud. Advised to keep diaries while inside he has used ther
create this record of how the penal system in this country fails so disma
Shocking, despai ri n-gpeningacall ar npgpgressivet
modernisation.

NASA/ ESAaSurm Day Public
Thursday 19t h March 6p!

in the Garnett Room*, Ma r |
Charl|l es BBareAdsagtsoar i es i n |
Cul tur al |l nterpretéati on

*upstairs in the History Bl oclk
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Strictly Coobkah,n@hef par

ol was tempted to take a course ir
Canberra, New South Wales, where | was raised but switched to Commer
Cookery, 6 Dan told me, as we were s
Marlborough, one bright January morning.

oHoweveré, he continued, oOowhen | di
challenging, with the highestdmomt r ate | thought thi

So commenced a career as chef and restaurateur that has lasted some thirty
Egged on by a friend, he arrived in the UK in 1999 and started working at Col

the for mer restaurant in Kidpgisbwmr y
establishment.
0 What is the appeal ?206 | asked. ol

would not normally expect to eat and | am thrilled to know that as many people
possible are enjoying what | and my staff (three chefs) have produced. | divide
time between the kitchen and front of house because | like to know whom | a
cooking for and observe the pleasure they get from our efforts. At Christmas, wk
we are closed, | cook a huge meal for staff, friends and neighboalisit my

orphandés feast!! o

0ls there any particular new dish |
replies. 0Cooked i n t he right way
Mar |l borough i s ready for it yet , o6

something like tender lamb it is delicious but not so succulent, secondly, it
expensive because the rearing and slaughtering process is costly, thirdly people
t heir eyebrows-iitf ils menctuilotnur&gd o aptrdo
conversation widens to discuss the enormous changes in England since the
with regard to eating habits. When | was a boy in London during the fifties the ol
choice for eating out was Indian or Chinese unless one went to an expen:s
establishment in the West End. Now the world is your éystepun intended.

0As you know, Dan, this edition of
skill s. Do you encourage people to
replies. o0l give them what tips | ¢
Practical Professional Caukstgrn gastronomy is based on classic French dishe
start there and innovat e, I am just

OWhat about the business side?06 |
always been good with figuéeso no problem. | love food and | love observing
people enjoying fooddé, he concludes.
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Chur ch Letter The Revd Tinm

Jesus said: oOYou are the salt of th
saltiness be restored?d That might
age when you could buy salt at Tesco for under a pound, it was a profoun
valuable commodity. Jesus emphasises the precious value of his followers witl
simpl e comparison. To <call someone
contribution to our worldyithouti t we woul dndt be [ i vi

Today we use salt on our roads when the weather threatens to turn icy beca
of course, salt melts ice. | remember quite a few years ago this part of the UK\
hit with a snowy, icy period of a few dags close to a blizzard as England ever
gets, and the Motorway Agency ran out of road salt. A mountain of it needed to
purchased from Italy to ensure we could continue to use the motorways.

Luckil vy, in the UK, road sal t i s n
causes cars to rust and their bodyw
in North America and owned numerous cars that fell victim to being exposed to
for months and months at a time.

I n food, we use it as a fl avour e
Pinkd; especially among those who be
pains.

Too much salt on our roads or in our diet can be bad news. There is a spe
very lowsalt diet that NHS doctors put you on before they try medication for hig
bl ood pressure. ltds called the O6DA
di et . |l 6ve been on it and I must say

So, what might Jesus be up to with this lavish compliment? Yes, salt is det
valuable and adds so much to so many things, as might his followers if they fol
his teaching; but, it seems also to be the case that Jesus is suggesting that it
be possible to have 6too much of a
like lawn fertilizer, merely burn the grass rather than help it to grow? Are there
overabundance of Social Justice Warriors who are trying to outdo each other w
progressive good deeds?

Jesus was simply saying that, just as a little salt goes a lojgstwayew
followers, just a few who heed his words, just a few who attempt as faithfully
they can and as often as they can, and not even necessarily without fail and al
to make the world a better place by
it will take to improve the lives of a great deal of people. It only takes one hero
save Gotham City. A small family te:
little 6dashd® and nothing more.
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Exhi bition at The Whi't

Gabriell a

The first exhibition of 2020 at The White Horse Gallery is a selection of Dee
Space photographs taken from the new book by Gavin James and Jonat
Genton,In the Marlborough Night Garden: Vol 2
If we step inside the space time continuum and whizz back to 2016, you n
recall the publication of the filstthe Marlborough Night Gardsinforward four
years, and we have Volume 2. Still j
The back garden of a regular house in River Park, Marlborough, Wiltshire i
River Park Observatory. On every clear night, it is the scene of intense astrol
the imagingugein the observatory is busy hoovering up photons to create an
photograph of the night sky. In the Marlborough NightnGag&tews the results
of the activity between July 2016 and June 2019, with over 500 hours of da
photographs of deep skysaljaecisimes.
This is a more unusual exhibition f«
Sadl vy, by the time this monthds ed
come down. It was a truly mibtbwing show for many reasons. Firstly, because
WOW, secondly, because these phenomenal photographs were taken from, \
could mistakenly be, a garden shed and have produced unbelievably clear
staggeringly inconceivable images of Deep Space. The exhibition was broken ©
and categorised into Nebulae, Clusters and Galaxies. These matte acrylic p
were coupled with labels detailing information such as: object type, constellati
discovery, diameter, telescope, data gathered and expdserEsll Modia
personal favourite) was a particularly beautiful brushed aluminium print.

Gavin James is an accomplished ast
the pursuit of deep sky object i ma
Gent on, who has also | ong been o0f as

physics and astronomy at the College, where he was also Head of Science.
Perhaps one of the most pleasurable things about this exhibition was t
collaboration between art and science. The photographs are awe inspiring. It
wonderful marriage of scientific fascination and understanding, with artistic bea
and skill. It really focusses the mind, and reiterates how art and science
constantly forming partnerships and collaborating, | give you Concorde, tli

London Underground, el ectric car s, .
If you missed the exhibition, | suggest you either buy the book available frc
The Whi t e Hor se Bookshop, or Vi sit

www.gjmultimedia.co.uk.
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The Flame and Horseshoe Nebulae
Distance 1400 light years. Exposure 214 hours over 11 nights

Bode ds .D&@ahca 22 yillion light years. Exposure 26% hours over 8 n
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Mar |l borough Churches

Usual Sunday Service ti mes

Christchurch, New Road (Methodist)
9. 00amervice with Communion (1st Sur
10. 30aMobr ning Service with Junior Chu

Society of Friends, Friends Meeting H
10. 30aMeeting for Worship

St Ge®rgreshute (C of E)

8. 00amoly Communion (1st and 3rd Sur

10. 00aAal | Age Service (1lst Sunday)
Parish Communion (other Sundays

St John the Baptist, Mi nal (C of E)
8. 00amoly Communi on BCP (2nd Sunday)
9. 30amarish Communion (1st and 3rd ¢

St Mmyybehind the Town Hall (C of E)
8. 00amoly Communion (BCP on 4th Sunc

10. 00aAad | Age Worship (1st Sunday): F
Junior Church and c¢cr che on al|l
5.30pmnformal service except on 1st

St Thomas More, George Lane (Roman Ca
11.a0mM® Sung Mass (See also bel ow)

Mar |l borough Coldreeges hSoewnviatest he Col | e

Al €ammanuel Chur ch, Mar |l borough

4. 00pMain Sunday Service with Sunday
Academy, Marl borough

Weekday Services

St Mmry Holy Communion: 10.30am Wedne
St ThomadMaMesrre 10. 00am Mon, Tues, Wed
St Ge®rgel. 30pm Weds: Tea Time foll owe

12. 30 pm Weds March 4t h: Tedd
a special service for Ubs & c
l unc

e
h
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Marl borough Church Cc

Fr John Bl acker The Revd Chris Smith
5132®&8r |l borough@cat holbilcAwesbr.;orrge.vickk s mi t h@out | o
Parish Priest, St ThomrastMere MRA¢|I GhYhulh Angl
evaj Stephen Skinne
stephen. skinner 3¢

The Revd Dr Janneke %Il(}lﬁ%R

892290l okl and@gmail . coyp nlster, Christchurch M
Assi stantMLhlalpd maéo ing h Colleg
. achel Rosedal e
The Rev'd Dr Davi rlz(é 5che|@g)rsaa|dlbm
5141d8&vid maurlce2000 %- . COfMhe Religious So
AssocMiartieMaet borough Ang can
Team
Andrew Trowbridge
Reuben Mann 51370bffice@christchurchma
07894 048146 Christchurch Office, New
of fice@emmanuel marl borough. org
. . Laura Willis

The Revd Tim Novis 5123®ar | b.anglicant eam@t i
892209; twgn@marl bor oAqiydadlclamgereamamg Of fice, Chi
Seni or Charpllbladmgugh Co3illeyg&erl ess Street, SN8 1,

The Merchant's House Marlborough Concert Orchestra

Spring Study Series 2020 Saturday 21 March 2020 at 7:30 pm

St Mary’s Church, Marlborough

Conductor Roselise Gentile  Leader Edward Judge

Wednesday 11" March

. Protestantism and the Wagner
' English Character Overture
] given by Michael Hart ‘Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg’
Wednesday 18" March Mend_GISSOhn )
f Reformation in England Incidental Music to
o and the Arts A Midsummer Night's Dream
given by David Evans (excerpts)
Wednesday 1% April TChaIkOVSky -
Monarchy to Mansion - Architecture Nutcracker Suite
in Britain after the Reformation (excerpts)
iven by Christopher Rogers :
o i = Tchaikovsky
All lectures are from 10:00am to 12:30pm in the panelled room Swan Lake (excerpts)

at The Merchant’s House
132 High Street, Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 IHN
Tickets £10 adults £2 students available from
Tickets £15 each (£12 for Friends) including coflce and cales - EIZe(E] Sound Knowledge, Hughenden Yard, or on the door
avalable in person at The M"’Ch"“' S H°"s° Shop or 2 Licensed bar, and raffle in aid of St Mary’s Church Organ Fund

online at: www.th =] Registered charity 1113775

All profits in aid of the Merchant’s House (Marlborough) Trust. Charity No. 1010902
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Steve Pascall Neil G M

Local resident, enthusiast and prime moveMéstborough in BloomSt e v e & ¢
can be seen all around the town with some thirty plant troughs he constructed fr
discarded pallets. Having known him for nearly twenty years | acknowledge tha
can adapt any bit of old wood for some useful pufpasery valuable neighbour!
That is not to deny that he has made some excellent pieces of furniture as well!

0l have always been interested in \
his I'ife. Working with wood may wel
has also led to the development of both the right (artistic) and left (intellectu
sides of his brain. From his achievements he must have, surely, derived m
satisfaction and sel§teem!

Very early memories include witnessing the skilful manoeuvres of Spitfires &
Hurricanes from his home town, Dover, during the Battle of Britain. Educated
the grammar school followed by entry to Canterbury Art College he qualified
Furniture Design. Then, following National Service in the RAF Security Polic
Steve spent a number of years in the Midlands working as a designer for se\
companies in the furniture business including The Stag Cabinet Company w
were developing the wuse of chi pboa
Kentish accent conflicted with Br uml
he chuckles.

Seeking a change by moving south, the bills were paid as a salesman by s
equipment to the woodworking industry and taking on odd jobs but in time he w
employing craftsmen in the building trade and this led to forming a fully blow
property maintenance compa&ng highly creative procedurieased in Newbury.

By this time he had married his delightful and hugely supportive second wi
Jenny. Somehow he found the time to develop his skills as a church organist
keen gardener and soon became involved with the local parish council.

Steve is multalented and his administration skills were clearly appreciate
leading to his becoming a district councillor and eventually Chairman of We
Berkshire Council.

ONone of wus is getting any younger ¢
keen to encourage new blood to join Marlborough in Blteam. Seeing all the
flowers blossoming around the town is a huge source of satisfaction and plea:
for all of us so new volunteers pl e:

Good luck, Steve!
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MARLBOROUGH COLLEGE

SUMMER SCHOOL

12 July to 8 August 2020

From Creative Arts to Science, History and Culture to
Life Skills and Wellbeing, Summer School offers
learning experiences and entertainment for all ages.

Request a brochure today and discover over 500
courses available to book from 7 January.

01672 892388 | summerschool.co.uk .-‘

a® q

Oghourne Taxis
07791673192 ket

ks \VOLUNTEERS
All journeys by owner/driver Mark Bentley R EQ U I R E D

Wiltshire Council Could you be a LINK driver taking people for medical
Licensed Hackney Carriage appointments, shopping or social activities?
DBS Certificate/fully insured
Onboard credit/debit cards Ifyou could spare time please contact us
Bike rack with prior notice

Call 01672 288007
Visit marlboroughlink.org.uk

Bookings taken
Competitive rates

ogbournetaxis@gmail.com
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Dianne Mackinder
Funeral Service

On Call Day & Night
01672 512444 or 512516

Wagon Yard, London Road,
Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 1 LH

Funeral Service

Local independent family funeral
directors, proud of what we do.

Clear estimates upon request

Pre-payment plans available

Friendly and approachable
team available 24 hours a
day all year round
Parade Mews, The Parade,
Marlborough, Wiltshire.
SIN8 1NE.
Telephone: 01672 511836

www.claridgefuneralservice.co.uk
enquiries@claridgefuneralservice.co.uk
facebook: Claridge Funeral Service

GIKFR

rer .~:-‘ ST H J FJ NIT Ure
rev;vmg communities

B3 krrwiltshire

The Furniture and White Goods
Charity

To buy, donate or volunteer
Tel 01380720722

Find us on Facebook

Unit 6B(5), Hopton Industrial Estate,
Devizes, SN10 2EU

www.kfr.org.uk

MARLBOROUGH

10 The Parade, Marlborough, SN8 INE
Podiatry/Chiropody & Foot Health

Christine M]J Stiles

DPodM, MChS, HCPC reg.

Treatment of all foot
problems
for
Children and Adults

Professional Advice
Routine & Specialist Care
Nail Surgery - Orthotics

01672 514581
W 07910 525376

marlboroughpodiatryclinic.com




David White Neil G M

My wife and | were sitting in David
edge of the Marlborough Downs. The origins of the house go back to 1447 and
family have farmed the surrounding
son has now taken over responsibility and farms something in the region of 4(
acres, conventional arable but no dairy now. He also runs a herd of Highland ct
on their downland. Our meeting had been arranged because we had heard
David was something of a polymath and this proved to be very true.

School was followed by several years at what is now the Royal Agricultt
University at Cirencester and this led to travelling in Canada, the United Sta
Australia and New Zealand learning the secrets of efficient dairy production.

On the walls above where we were sitting are the most magnificent crystal ¢
colour photographd each one is something in the region of four foot sqaarke
depict scenes from the surrounding countryside. What particularly intrigued us \
a picture of the Oo0Wol f Moond ri sing¢
Avebury. 0That canot have been take
replied. ol researched when that mo
with my Ol ympus! o6 Discussing the ma
work exhibited remarkable artistic flair (right brain) with disciplined technologic
skill and precision (left brain).

Smaller detailed photos that he showed us were of a variety of birds includ
the bartailed godwit, turnstone, little egret and kingfisher with a fish in his bea
Photography was clearly a passion and taking photos of the natural world |
obviously devel oped f r omad c¢oasermiion. ghist o
has led to him to becoming involved with the Marlborough Downs Space ft
Nature Project and the World Pheasant Association based in Hexham. Wi
supporting all forms of wild life, practical efforts include maintaining hundreds
nest boxes on his land and he is particularly proud of the fact that ten years
only two pairs of the endangered tree sparrows were in evidence while now
expects to see a winter flock of so
ask. oBy careful and constant feedir

Daviddos efforts are not restricted
search of more stunning images in Arctic waters. One of his photos appeared
the front page oThe Timés 2018. He has also been involved with The Fluency
Trust; in 2010 he ran in the London Marathon and raised £22,000 for this cause.
A selection o bndid@ay and fossalg dt the FEragnermakehs sGal
Marlborough High Street.
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News from the Churches

Mar |l borough Area Poverty Action Gr ol
meets at the Friends Meeting House, The Parade at 7.30pm on Monday 2nd M
with guest speaker from Kennet Furniture Refurbishment (recycling

household goods). All welcome.

Mar |l borough Churches Togethei/.l\'[ter
meets at 12.30 on Tuesday 3rd March at Thornsend. Please
the clergy if you would like something included. N

Teddy Prayers and Picnic

Wednesday 4th March at 12.30pm at St George's Church. A special service
Under 5's and their carers followed by a picnic lunch. Teddy Prayers is mt
enjoyed by unddives, but we now include dates for older siblings, who have
started school, to join us when they can, at their request! For details of future d
please contact Sue Elks. 01672 511612. susanelks@rocketmail.com

Debate with Danny Kruger MP

An opportunity to discuss local, national and international issues with Dan
Kruger, MP for the Devizes Constituencyo€tnated by Marlborough Churches
Together at St Maryds Church, Mar | b

Womedn Worl d Day of Prayer

A service for the Womends World Da
Church, Pewsey at 2.00 pm on Friday 6th March. The service is always goo
linking us with Christians worldwide. We welcome parishioners from th
Marlborough side of our parish. All welcome.

Come & See

Rev Stephen Skinner is leading a morning of prayerful painting/drawing/etchit
inspired by Psalm 23 on Satwurday 7
Church, Pewsey. No need to book, just turn up!

Womedn Fel l owship in March o

All meetings start at 2.45pm and are in Christchurch. @°.’|: o,
10th  Teaand chat 5 I 5
24th  Ruth Richards -

April 7th Rev Stephen Skinner

Speci al Day of Prayer

Pl ease join us any time during the
Preshute when we will be praying for the recruitment of a new Team Vicar. T
Evening Prayer (5pm preceded by tea, as usual) will focus particularly on praye
the Team Vicar recruitment.
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Mot heringi 22umdd aar c h

Services, suitable for all ages, with posies of flowers available, will be held at:
9.30am at St John the Baptist, Minal
10.00am at St Maryods, Mar | borough
10.30am at Christchurch, Marlborough

Sunday Lunch Club S
Sunday Lunch at Christchurch takes place on March 22nd ang’ T

26th at 12.30pm. Please reserve a place by 9am on the Frldayi N
by ringing Christchurch Office: 513701 or Kate Trowbridge: 51555,

Kids' Event: Easter Eggstravaganza
Friday 27th March from 5.30 to 7pm ¢
Games, craft, food, Bible story. For primary age children: Some activities togetl
others split into older & younger groups. £1 for food. RSVP by Fri 20 Marct
office@emmanuelmarlborough.org

A

yaee

Book Group

will meet Monday 30th March 7.30pm at Mustard Seed and will Aistassf

the Skigy Claire Wong, a portrayal of the adult world through the eyes of a curiol
lovable elevepearold boy. It tackles adult issues but without theamadysis that
comes with adulthood.

Music in Art

presented by sophie matthers

Norman Thelwell
(1923 — 2004)
Celebrated cartoonist and artist

An illustrated talk by Tim Craven

featuring plump ponies, idyllic landscapes and social satire

Tuesday 7™ March 2020 at 7:30pm
in The Assembly Room, Marlborough Town Hall, SN8 1AA
A one hour talk. Doors open 6: 45pm Cash bar

Saturday 28% March 2020 at 7:30pm

in The Merchant’s House, Marlborough SN8 tHN

A one hour presentation. Doors open 6:45pm. Cash bar.

Drawing on the works of great painters including Brueghel, Hogarth and Rgam’
Sophie presents a feast of i images feamn.ug historical woodwind instruments in
their ong'mzl social context d with live f historical
music using authentic instruments. Full details via the web link below.

LR E

Tickets £15 each (4 for Friends of The Merchant’s House) [l
Available in person at The Merchant’s House Shop or
online at: www.themerchantshouse.co.uk/events

Tickets £10 each (7 for Friends of The Merchant’s House)
Available in person at The Merchant's House Shop or
online at: www.themerchantshouse.co.uk/events

All profits in aid of the Merchant’s House (Marlborough) Trust. Charity No. 1010902 I All profits in aid of the Merchant’s House (Marlborough) Trust. Charity No. roxogoz
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