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Editorial

ltds hard to approach Decetnbleearlywi t
November there is a Christmas tree in one of our coffee shops and the Christn
lights on the High Street are already in place, waiting to be lit up later in the mor
So why fight it?

This issue has a lot of Christmas, with a Marlborough focus.

| hope readers will enjoy being reminded of how those lights canteita bé s
story of the community coming together, led by our High Street traders, to enst
that lack of finance would not prevent our usual display.

Our very own local historian, Nick Baxter, has written about Marlboroug!
Castle in its heyday. It was the location for two important events ihdbetds
and itds rather amazing to think s
totally vanished .

Gill Mortimer, Musical Director of the Marlborough Choral Society, tells u:
how the popular Christmas concert is planned and put together.

Our Ukrainian guest, Yuliia, tells us how to celebrate the holiday the Ukraini
way.

And a few of us thought hard about which Christmas carols we loved the mosi

Our cover is the work of Marlborough resident Rosie Hill, talented artist, and
good friend to many of us.

Sara Hol d

Cover picture of Marl borough by

Compil er: Peter Nobl e Proof readers: Julia Peel



How our Christmas |1 gh

By the time T&T readers get this issue, the High Stret will be ablaze after dark v
our spectacular, now familiar, blue lights. But do we remember that this alm
di dndt happen?

In May 2006 it had been recognised that the existing stock of Christmas lig
and the system of erecting them was no longer suitable. There were no fu
available to replace and erect them and, to the dismay of local traders, a dec
was made that there would be no Christmas lights that year.

As Martin Cook, who became Chairman of the soon to be formec
OMar |l borough Christmas Lights Associ
2006:

OA mix of |l ocal traders and ot her
would just not do! Christmas without sparkle? Marlborough without its wonderful
famous, wide High Street not lit up? Not if Tim Smith, the Greengrocer, and h
enthusiastic and energetic band of supporters have anything to do with it! Lo
support was rallied and the decision was very definitely taken to bring Christr
back to Marl borough!é

At the end of the day 125 local businesses contributed to the project, many |
located on the High Street at all, including local taxi firms.

Agai n, wrote Martin, O0The result?
Wiltshire towns and one that has instantly brought smiles of happiness to all w
Il ive, work and visit Marl borough! o6

Today, responsibility for the Christmas lights has returned to Marlborouc
Town Council.
Sara Hol

Chri st mas at Mar |l bor ou

Marlborough Castle is most famously associated with King John, who grant
Marl borough its first charter in 12
England in the great hall, where the Statutes of Marlborough were sealed in 1
ending conflict with the barons.

The hall and all of the castl eds
Marlborough College. Only the Mound, once the Castle Motte on which a circu
keep once stood, has survived.

In the Middle Ages Christmas began shortly before dawn orhtbe@isnber



with a dedicated Madsh ence oO0Chri st MassoO6. The
and consisted of eating and drinking and making merry. Twelfth Night was t
culmination of the festivities.

Medieval kings held their courts at Christmas, Easter, and \@hhsumost
important times in the Christian calendar. In 1110 King Henry | spent Christmas
Westminster, Easter at Marlborough, and Whitsun at the New Windsor.

Henryods grandson, King Henry 11, S
1164. Writs dispatched in December were sent to the bishops and sheriffs. T
were far from merry. To his bishops Henry wrote,

G 2dz 1y296 6AGK gKIG YIFEAOS ¢K2YLI
KFa FOGSR (26 NR& YS IyR Y& {AYy3R:
GKSNBFT2NBE O2YYlIyR @&2dz GKIFIG KAa Of
bAIKGZ FYR GKS 20KSNJ Oft SNJ az ¢K2
K2y 2dz2NJ 2F GKS NBIFfYZ akKkff y20 NBC
K &3S 6AGKAY @2dz2NJ 6A&K2LINAO SEOSLI

The writ was witnessed by
Richard of Luce at
Marlborough.
Henry ordered his sheriffs
to place in custody anyone
who had appealed to the
court of Rome
behalf.
Henry had quarrelled with
Thomas Becket, who had

= : defended the Church against
Becket stlcklng his finger up to Henry and Louis hjs King. John the Marshal,
former castellan of
Marlborough Castle, had fuelled the quarrel by accusing Becket of expropria
lands to the Canterbury archiepiscopacy. Becket had foolishly ignored the che
resulting in a furious Henry arraigning Becket for trial at Northampton. In fear c
his life, Becket fled to France.

Six years later, during the Twelve Days of Christmas, Becket, having returne
Engl and, was brutally mur der ed by
Cat hedr al after Henry famously an
turbulent priest?6

The writs from Marl borough paved t!

Ni ck Bax

WRETINOPHETE covdte U & il AAcTTE WIS Ktyfi amAGTAtLS ol fitge i




A Ukrainian Chwrdlgt mavar

Every single Christmas Eve reminds us about raising a new light, a new life, a |
hope; but what can be even more important is remiodisglvesabout the
strong link between past and future.

Christmas time is the best time to be withptaple you love, to feel
their warm hearts and caring hands. But what if you are far from your family, wt
i f families are separated from each
parents or siblings? What if there is a war?

Preserving anglansmittingraditions is the best way to stay connected
with your family, even though we are far from them. This year lots of Ukrainia
families are still not with their beloved people. But cooking traditional meals al
celebrating Christmas in a traditional way might help them to feel the spirit of
family holiday.

Visiting almost every Ukrainian family on Christmas Eve you will see lof
of treats; we are really fond of <co
Made of boiled wheat, poppy seeds, honey, nuts and itasiasyery symbolic
meal for our people. We take three spoons of this dish and then we start ©
Christmas Dinner. Wheat and seeds symbolize immortal life and rebirth. Like
little seed that can wait for tHiest warm rays of the sun and germinate in spring,
our soulsare rebornn a new body aftedeath. Only after kutiean westart
Christmas Dinner. As a rule, it consists of twelve-freeatlishes. They
representhe twelveapostled the followers of Jesus Christ. It is the happiest part
of the day; every house is filled witle hustle and bustle of big families
andthesmells of delicious dishes.

But what we all love the most are Christmas carols! Noisy and cheerf
groups of children and adults wearing homemade costumes go from one house
another to congratulate the families, to wish them good health, wealth ar
prosperity. In gratitude for this the owner of the house treats them and gives sol
money. Shepherds, angels, devildhoever you see among them! These traditional
Ukrainian Christmas Carols are call e

Yuliia Martynova ia guest in Marlborough



How We Pl an Our Chri st

Gi | | Mmeusti cdne DMirector of the M

Concert preparation starts surprisingly early; almost the second the Spring con
is finished, the music goes back to the library and Christmas planning begins.

Like any Christmas party, there will be a mixture of guests and regulars, custt
and traditions, and then a sprinkle of challenge for the choir and sparkle for t
audience.

Our venue of choice is traditional
Parish Church, which glitters in candlelight. Our guest list &aasgwn local
community and the choir, but soloists and musicians need to be found and book

Then the main event for the progran@est like a Christmas dinner, we need
something to look forward to! Is there a composer with a special anniversary”
new composer with a work that just shouts Christmas to be tried out? This year
are revisitngawdlloved c¢cl assic, Vivaldio6s joy

And then the trimmingd something for the audience to sing and feel involved
in. Which audience carols have we sung over the last few years, and what is
this time? Making sure we have covered all the old favourites that we only h

Funeral Service

Local independent family funeral directors

Jand team welcome you. : ‘e
ored entikely to your Wishes,
: ;. ) N L VITY ?4:,"\" 3 |
Parade Mews | The Parade | Marlborough | Wiltshire SN8 INE | T: 01672 511836
E: daniel@claridgefuneralservice.co.uk | www: claridgefuneralservice.co.uk

Available 24 hours a day all year round, for information, help and advice



once a year with a few new pieces to stretch the mind or feel warmed by.

And a highlight, a bit like the flaming Christmas pudding, something to raise t
rafters and fill our hearts with Christmas cheer!!

Once the main structure is down on paper the planning really begins. Will t
various music
libraries be able to
find music copies?
How many weeks
rehearsals will we
need? Do we have
enough people in the
choir to sing every
. part? How much will
- the concert cost to
‘ Y LI put on and can we

awiel ) T ”.f :
= & s afford it? Can we
Gill conducting the Choir at the 2022 Christmas Co produce a

programme in time? Where shall we advertise?

One of our most important decisions is which charity to support. We always t
to support something local, groups like Hope for Homes, Prospect Hospice, tl
Jubilee centre, Swindon Filling station. But occasionally the world situation fe
more pressing, and we join a larger initiative. Over the years we have rai
thousands of pounds for charities.

And all of this is before we really start organising the night, who will welcorn
our guests, who will light all the candles, run the bar and open and close the ven

So if you wish to add a little bit of Christmas magic to your festivities this ye:
come and join us atDede mmary 6ast ch.ud g
see you and wedre sure youdll find
special.

Perhaps you would like to joindbwe wel come singers o
require an audition. Do visit our website for more information.

www.marlboroughchoralsociety.org.uk

Mar | borough Choral Society ( Cor
9t h December at&7CBOpmhSt
Vivaldi Gloria, Pergol esi Magni ficat, HJl st

Tickets £12, students £4, under 16 free
from Sound Knowledge, choir members or on the door.



http://www.marlboroughchoralsociety.org.uk

What i s your favourite

Singing Christmas carols is often one of our earliest musical memories and mos
us have at least one which is a particular favourite.

For our Mayor Nick Fogg dlt's 'O Come, O Come Emmanuebecause it
hails the coming of Christ into a world torn apart by conflict and suffexring
message for today. It represents the Victorian revival of interest in medie
settings and it was set to music by a man from my hometown of Styadferd
Avon, the Victorian composer Thomas Helmore.

OWhat more could you ask?5é6

From your editor- 0 8 O Come Al | Ye F aiodthklowly 6

Latin vowels of 0Adeste Fidelesd we
and seemed to give added i mportanc
hi mé. o6

From the Tower & Town chaif Sar ah Bumphrey, why
Messa@ledf i rst heard this carol i n

Service, bour gift to the townd in

nickname was Dracula and she was formidable). Indeed the church was pac

with pupils, teachers, parents and townspeople and a palpable air of excitement

—0As first year pupi/l
'be missing double Biology (we called it

‘!Bilge); there was the added frisson of the

: presence of the boys of the grammar

l| school, whom we rarely saw except when

I they were sitting morosely on the school

iy §| bus. We were also in awe of the beautiful

|| sound of the school choirs and aspired to

he honour of passing the audition and

7 s being allowed to sing with them. The

The Annunciation 8 Fra Angelico appeal of this carol goes beyond personal

recoll ections. My <car ol book tell s
carol, translated loosely into English by Sabine &would (18341924). He
gives the <carol a medieval flavour
highly favoured | adyd (transfor med
6 most highly flavoured gravy?o). Go
the darkness in the snowy white of

as fl amed 0.



A letter fromwMm8tteophe®etn n

I am writing on behalf of Marlborough Churches Together to express our co
cern for all the people, who are suffering from the terrible acts of violence and w
fare in the Holy Land and living in fear. We see and hear what is happening
feel so helpless. Yet we can help by making a donation to a charity, such as C
tian Aid, to help provide IHgiving food, shelter and medical supplies to those in
desperate need. We hope that it will become easier than it has been for such a
reach those whose lives depend upon it. Secondly, we can pray for peace anc
tice. The message coming out from |
for wus. Pray, pray, pray for peace
own words, these from the Methodist Church or others found on the denomin:
tional church websites.

A prayer from the Methodist Conference

God of peace and compassion, we pray for all impacted by the escalation in ¢
flict in IsraelPalestine. For all who are mourning. For all who are fearful, toda
and for what may lie ahead. For all traumatised aradimeatised by what they
have experienced. Enable us to stand in solidarity with people of peace. May
Spirit bring peace and healing to your troubled world

Amen

| also warmly invite you to thiéeekly Update and Prayer Meetingrganized
by the Methodist Liaison Office in Jerusaléain Christians from around the
world to pray together for Justice and Peace in the Holy Eaed, Wednesday
from 6pm (UK time) for 40 minutes. Each week there will be updates and theolo
cal reflections from local voices and Methodist Liaison Office staff members fc
lowed by the opportunity to pray together. To join please
emailoffice@mlojerusalem.oagd you will be sent joining instructions.

Mar | bor odlRghbt Bolpkesent s
St Agnes Fountain

Thursday 7th December 8. 00pm at Marl b¢rou
Tickets A22 available from Sound Klnow

www. mar | boroaoagbfobkuk



mailto:office@mlojerusalem.org

Ar t s Revi ew Gabriell a

A little amuséouche to see us through the cold (wet and windy) nights.

Autumn is gold and coppery, chilling and wistful. Autumn can be sad, lonely a
perhaps even daunting, as the knowingness of winter creeps in. The season:
changing and with it, we find ourselves embroiled in all sorts of different emotior
There are things to help and aid with this, such as having something fun and en
taining to look forward to, andwetch, on the television.

I al ways find phrases such as, 6Su
reassuring, familiar. Itds the phra
course, with catch up services such as IPlayer and ITVX for example, this week
routine can be accessed any time, and therefore broken. (In a good way!) We |
StrictlyCome Dancifay our fix of glitter, entertainment, incredible professional
dancing and Claudia Winkelmands frir
is exactly what we all need, during the long winter nigbitmass.

Ghostss a BBC drama written, starring and created by the immensely popu
and recognisable castHdrrible Histori¢slathew Baynton, Simon Farnaby, Mar-
tha HoweDouglas, Jim Howick, Laurence Rickard and Ben Willbond). It is, a
Debby and | have discussed many tin
giving too much away, (because if 'y
watch series 1 episode Ghostbollows the life of a young, modern day married
couple called Alison and Mike (Charlotte Ritchie and Kiell-Bynite). Alison
has been left by her recently deceased relative, an (almost) derelict stately F
called Button House. Button House is haunted by a troop of ghosts who, in sor
way or other, also met their fate in this rather grand setting. They range fron
caveman called Robin, a 1980s Scout instructor called Pat, and a disgraced
politician who wears a jacket, shirt and tie, shoes and sock suspenders, but no
serse

Following a nedatal accident, it is only Alison who can see, hear and intera
with the ghost s. Thi-lsi,t accme aayt ed yi «
immensely sweet and totally bonkers. AND, even though death is a central the
itds not actually all about mort al
ness, being present, making the most of everything and believingGitsis.a
stylised melting pot of historical costumes, characterisations and, above all, hun

and humility. I't has just entered it
Speci al was anything to go by, this
So, if you dondt know whaGhosso gwat ¢

real gem.



Kennet and Avon Medi ¢

Thank you to all/l of you who came| to
your thousands to get your flu vaccines at clinics in Pewsey Bouverie Hall anc
Maryds School , Mar |l borough. We vdqcc

some very tired staff but a job very well done! Thank you to our staff for g|ving t
precious weekend days and making the clinics run so smoothly.

KAMP staff also visited the housebound and those in care homes to adminis
flu and Covid vaccinations and we ran Covid vaccination clinics for the npost vi
nerable of our eligible patients.

This season, we will have administered a staggering 3721 flu vaccineg and
Covid vaccines.

KAMP is currently trying to raise awareness of the increasing number of spec
ists working with our GPs to provide your care. This issue, we look at pafamec
whose experience in the ambulance service make them invaluable in asgessin
treating acutely unwell people of all ages, both in the surgery and in home vis
Paramedic Practitioners are highly qualified and can prescribe medicatipns, r
patients and arrange tests and investigations. KAMP has 3 paramedic practitio
0 together with triage nurses and GPs they are key members of our Medically
gent team.

When an Elm became an Oak Peter Noble
Wandering in Savernake one winter some 15 years ago | came upon a beal
tree. l'ts bark was ©0oakishd but it

Some ten years earlier, tree researchers, Jack Oliver and the late Joan Davie
ed the same tree in their survey of the forest, and for their personal convenier
they had allocated a relevant reference name.

Earlier this year | was privy to J
sion and recognised their descriptic
shape was reminiscent of a particular species -obefrt was an oak. Intrigued,
| checked last summer and found it suitably clad in oak leaves. Sadly however s
more O6weedsd were now hiding our oa
team of volunteers to 6halod it, i e
clearly visible from Salisbury Road, opposite the turn to Savernake Park Farm.

And the name? The Forestry Commi s s
noted his scribbled O6EI m6 associate
hence we now have the rediscovered Zelkova Oak (but it still awaits its sign).

10



I'm happy to
stay in my home

i '
S 44

v».

Home and Live-in Care, just as you like it.

You love your home and you feel safe there. Needing
additional care and support shouldn't change that.

You may be in a situation where you need an extra pair of
hands, or you may have complex needs that require more
dedicated care. Our well-trusted care packages are built
around you and your individual needs which means that you
and your family can rest assured you'll receive care and
support exactly as you need.

Our care ranges from a 30-minute daily visit through to full
Live-in care.

Bluebird Care Wiltshire South
bluebirdcare.co.uk/wiltshire-south
01722 568930
wiltshiresouth@bluebirdcare.co.uk

your life
your home
your care
your way

} bluebird
care®




MARLBOROUGH CONCERT ORCHESTRA

Saturday 2nd December - 7:30pm
St Mary's Church, Marlborough

Sibelius Finlandia

Philip Singleton Earthrise

Leroy Anderson A Christmas Festival
Sibelius Symphony No. 2

TICKETS: £12 ADULTS / £2 STUDENTS

From Sound Knowledge, on the door (cash or
card) or online by scanning the QR code ¢
orvia: https://bit.ly/48EwfMI

CONDUCTOR: PHILIP SINGLETON
LEADER: KAREN SANCTO
www.mco.org.uk

Mar |l borough Coll ege Cong¢

=The Cory Band =

Sunday 14th January 2024 at 3.00pm Marlborough College Memo
tickets from mccstickets@marlboroughcollege.org
Students £10, Regular £22.50
Free parking

er

rial He
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A Good Read Debby Guc

I &m sure |1 dm not the only person wh
Grim Reaper to let him/her know my feelings about the apparently indiscriming
Scything Policy. My current strong feelings about hieaevérh usi ast i c
are nothing to do with personal losses, but stem from reddWenoir of My

Former Self: A Lifein Writing a col |l ection of the
views and Reith Lectures. [ confess
me an, I can see i tgénws, laut| neadslf Hallahdyathev o r
felt | was done. After all, | knew the plot (Historlye&el, and Keith Michell as
Henry VIII on TV in the 70s), and M

on in parts 2&3, so | perhaps philistng t hought émeh.

This posthumous volume is an absolute treat though, ranging through the rec
ring themes in her writing and her life, the personal and political. She writes ak
writing itself, about history and power. She is clever, subtle, intellectual and \
funny. Her work in progress when she died a year ago was a take on Jane Aus
novel from the point of view of-in-Mar
law. The knowledge that it will never be completed has me seething with res
ment that sheds gone so very much t

Lindsey Davisfs stories of Ancient
shenanigans are favourites of mine/@oes of Romeis on my Christmas list.
|l tds four novell as, perfect for t he
a crowdod6 as the womends magazi nhes a
just too damn tired to concentrate on anything too long! (Or is that just me?) Thi
more that should hit the spot are the new Sharpe novel from Bernard Cornw
Shar peds |jGothenthing fdr,Boxing Day afternoon. Angus is enthusias:
ticaboutR/ c k St ei n s ,asparenty/genuingly simple and delicious,
so one for the 6busy cookd6 (apol ogi
of course, buy it and cook for yourself! The second collectiemal with the
FT columns, interviews with wkllown people is an entertaining, occasionally
infuriating, someti mes enlightening
present, then keep for myself.

And finally, t
Terlryand RPaygs.i mb
Christmas, one and all.

e 0 eThentwp of the [aotukt byb e e

h
6m off now to hang u

13



Whast On i n December an

To'"ecemif®ednesday)

Art Workshops at the White Horse Bookshop, 136 High Street, Marlborough.

Extremely popular one day Art workshops throughout the Winter, held in the
Bookshop studio which looks onto the gallery. Workshops include Christmas
card scenes, | ife drawing and 06Goir

For more details see website: https://www.whitehorsebooks.co.uk/art
workshops?sort=created

1°December (FYJdamwyadr y o( Molnadna yt)o 4 pm

Christmas at Avebury: The Twelve Days of Chrigtivasbury Manor

Avebury Manor has become vkelbwn for the stunning hasmade Christmas

decorations and ornaments created by the talented volunteer team. This year,
each element of the classic carol will be turned into a Christmas spectacle for
to enjoy. There wild/l al so be famil
Christmas stories as well as Christmas activities across the site. Enjoy a delici
mince pie in the café, and visit the National Trust gift shop where you can beg
your Christmas shopping in stidebking not needed. Free event but admission

Full details: https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/wiltshire/avebury/events/5ae:
db8%10dbO0az4e77d6c1f30

2"DecemfhSaturday)
St Peter 6s Chachristmas Fa#a0arh to 8pmo u g h

Join St Peterds for t heir annual Ct

2"‘DecemfhS&maturday)

Marlborough Concert Orches&& t Marvyvds ChWwi7.80pm Mar |

Conductor Philip Singleton and Leader Karen Sancto present a wonderful
programme of music to include Sibelius Symphony No. 2 and Finlandia; Philip
Singletonds Earthrise (inspired by
Festival by Leroy Andersdrnckets £12 adults/£2 students from Sound Knowled:
the door or via https://bit.ly/48EwWfMI Furthervidetaitsco.org.uk

2"‘DecemfhSat urrdap)p m Dred e3nlf Su n d3apyn)
Parade CinemadAdHventRi EuemaVti t e Chi

Join Andre Rieu and his Johann Strauss Orchestra, and immerse yourself in tl
incomparable Christmas atmosphere of a spectacular Winter Wonderland.
Marvel at the magnificently decorated Christmas palace, gorgeous winter scel
with singing and dancing to timeless Christmas carols, romantic waltzes and
beautiful songs from all over the world. An unforgettable Festive treat for all th
family!

Full details: https://www.theparadecinema.corieesieitaidistmas

14



7"Mecempdhursday)

Marlborough Floral Club, Mildenhall Village Hall,.2pm

Annual General Meeting and Entertainment. Treat yourselves to an enjoyable
afternoon out on the first Thursday of each month!

For more information, please call Micky Graham on 01672 514301.

7"Mecemi@hur sadta y8)p m

Marlborough FoHRoots: St Agnes Fountd@iarlborough Town Hall.

Since their eponymous St Agnes Fountain album in 2001, the quartet David
Hughes, Fairport Conven twinmingddsgo Chrisr i
While and Julie Matthews, have brought musical invention and laughter to the
stardust atmosphere of the season. David sadly died in April this year, lending
the show a particular poignancy. Chris, Chris and Julie have kept the Christm:
Aggie spirit alive celebrating 23 years together this year. The show will
undoubtedly feature a tribute to David. Magical and uplifting.

For Booking Information see website: https://www. martiemugkfolk

16Mecemp Sunday)

St Peterds Trust prese mMi7/mntddr30pn] i an't

This month features Syddeyo r n  pi ani st Dai sy Ou: a
dOexcept i 6dThaTelegrapMickeaistEX0 Members/£15MHembers.

Full details https://stpetersmarlborough.org.uk

13Decemif ®Wedne sadnady1@anudwegdnesday)

Marlborough Gardening Association, Marlborough TowrdHphh for

7.30pm.

For the December meeting there will be a Quiz and Pot Luck Supper, and
Januaryds meeting kicks off with Of
Andrew TolmanFurther details: http://www.marlbga.org.uk/index.htm

16MecemifSaturday)

St Peterdés Marl borough: Ardt43aph Jai |

Learn this ancient craft and print your own beautiful festive designs using a wi
range of hand carved blocks. Please wear old clothes/bring an apron! There i
also a lovely café where you can enjoy a wide selection of drinks and cakes.

Full details: https://www.stpetersmarlborough.org.uk/events/

School ilpateeasse see school websites f

St Johnés School a Tedn 2Mdrds Wenrmesdaypl?@ h St
December; Term 3 begins Thursdayahuary 2024.

Preshute Primaryerm 2 ends Wednesday B@&cember; Term 3 begins Friday
5th January 2024 (Thursd&yJanuary is a TD day, no school).

Marlborough Colleg#lichaelmas Term ends 12 noon Wednestiay 13
December; Lent term begin8iGim ThursdaytJanuary 2024.

15



Clergy Letter Fr John BI

The period covered by this edition of "Tower and Town" includes Advent
Christmas and Epiphany (The New Year) as does this "Clergy Letter".

ADVENT. In life we go through many processes of prepara@ionschooling
prepares us for adult lifSpecial training prepares us for jobs and professgibns.
this time of the year much of our preparation is making sure that we have all t
we need for what we are to ddo wonder our minds can be overloadedve
we remembered the presents, the cards, the tree, the food, the drink, the cracl
the invitations,and then what about the poor, the lonely and the homeless of ot
community?As Christians we are called to become signs of hope to our world, 1
go out to one another in love, peace and forgivehestsas we prepare our homes
with decorations and gifts, we must prepare ourselves spiritually by silence, wol
and prayer so that our faith and hope in God may be renévsedo easy to lose
the central meaning of Advent (The Coming) which leads us to Christmas ami
the tinsel and commercialisrAdvent is a short but precious time of looking
forward.

CHRISTMAS. The Celebration of the Birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. All babies are demanding; this is especially true of the Christ child in t
manger at BethleherBy sharing his divine life with us, he challenges us to imitat
him, "to be full of grace and truthDespite the complexity and troubles of our
lives, we can be transformed too, to act and speak justly and creatively. Like C
we can speak words of peace and mercy, we can pray for those who pafsecute
can become living words which make the presence of the Eternal Word visible
the world as we celebrate the peace, joy and hope of Christmas.

EPIPHANY (NEW YEAR) Of all Christmas gifts the most remembered are
those given by the Wise Me@old, for the one who is acclaimed King of kings
and Lord of lords.Frankincense, the sign of the priest offering up the prayers ©
the people for whom Christ eternally intercedégrrh, the embalming spice, a
sombre reminder that his mission would be accomplished through his death «
resurrection.The Wise Men, in their presence and presents, recognised Jesus
who he is.May we learn, like the Wise Men, to pray that we may grow in our abill
to know Jesus Christ and to love and forgive as He loves and forgives us, sef
aside the surface differences, accepting all whom we meet now, this week anc
New Year as our equals in Christ and as people for whom God's giving is availal

Father John Blacker Parish Priest Saint Thomas More RC Church
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1 OUR CLEANING PASSION | _

A SHINES THROUGH A
The®Profession
Cleaning Team

Cleaning 2ingels

m Office and Commercial Cleaning
m End of Tenancy Cleaning m Spring Cleans
m Regular Domestic Cleaning
m Builders Cleans

Carpet &ngels

m Professional Carpet Cleaning
m Upholstered Furniture Cleaning
m Rug Cleaning
Over 20 Years Industry Experience
Trustworthy, Reliable and DBS Cleared Staff
Call us today: 01672 642632
Email: info@cleaningangels.net
Please visit: www.cleaningangels.net
Credit/Debit Cards Accepted
Cl Angels C cial Ltd -
Marlborough/Devizes/Pewsey/Trowbridge
and surrounding areas

—~=a

The Hair and Trichology Clinic
Lynda Hutton MIT

for medical & cosmetic hair & scalp conditions
NHS & private wig design; affordable hair salon

7 High Street, Chiseldon, 7 miles from Marlborough
01793 740147 ~ www.hairandtrichology.co. uk

TO ADVERTI SE

pl ease contact
at

advertising@tower

Chr

an

ALL TOTALLY FREE OF CHAI

MARLBOROUGH & DISTRICT
TALKING NEWSPAPER

For blind and visually-impaired people

If you know someone
who has not heard about
us, a word from you could
brighten up their life

Contact:
Jenny Lyall (Listeners” Officer)

65@uwclub.net

HEGME
START
North Wiltshire

Can you Help Families in your area?

Home-Start helps families with children under five who are
experiencing tough times. We are recruiting volunteers to offer
weekly support which is tailored to the family’s need. Often, just
listening makes all the difference.

We're looking for volunteers with:

A friendly, positive nature

Great listening skills and empathy
Parenting skills/relevant life experience
Time to visit families weekly, for 2-3 hours

v

v
v
v

We offer professional training & personal development. Expenses
paid. Volunteer group, fundraiser, trustee roles also available.

Next Volunteer training starting soon. T:01672 569457
E: hello@homestartnorthwiltshire.org.uk
W:www.homestartnorthwiltshire.org.uk

Home Start North Wiltshire is committed to equality, diversity, and safe recruitment.
This volunteering post is subject to an enhanced DBS check. Charity number: 1106736
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KER 15 A CHARITY AND SOCTAL ENTERPRISE THAT
& KFR |

RIVES DUE TO YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS.
QUR MISSION . ..

REFURBISH FURNITURE AND WHITE GOODS SO THAT
QUALITY ITEMS ARE AVATLABLE TO HOUSEHOLDS WITH
LIMITED INCOME.

REVIVE COMMUNTTIES BY REMOVING UNWANTED
ITEMS, REDUCING LANDFILL AND RETRAINING PEOPLE
WITH NEW SKILLS

IN 2022 We....

@ 123k PRELOVED TTEMS SOLD

% 650 REFURBISHED LARGE APPLIANCES SOLD

C\‘)zsAVINGS. - WESAVED Y0'TLGKG,OF €0
(THATS THE SAME (025 DEIVING ROUND THE WORLD 5, T

WE CAN ONLY DO ALL THESE THINGS WITH YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT & YOUR DONATIONS OF
QUALITY FURNITURE AND WHITE GOODS. AS THE COST OF LIVING CRISIS CONTINUES YOUR SUPPORT
WILL BECOME EVEN MORE VALUABLE. . .PLEASE CONTINUE TO HELP US HELP OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY.

WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF GREAT QUALLTY
FURNITURE & WHITE GOODS STOCK.

"BECAUSE NO ONE SHOULD BE

0 SLEEP ON,
OO ko, SCAN OUR QR CODE & IR
OR A SOFATO STTON’ DONATE TODAY=—> iEl

Registered Charity 1056649 info@kfr.org.uk 01380 720200
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Marl borough Church Con

Fr John Bl acker 514357 revcjsmith@outl o

ector; Mar |l bor o h Angl |
5132|61§r,lborough@catholRlcweb.org.uk ug gt

Parish Priest, St ThomascCc herle RO seuWrah e

Reuben Ma n n 51220&8c¢hel @pmaidldb m
07894 048146 Member, The Religious So

of fice@emmanuel mar|l borough. or g
Minister, Emmanuel MarPenmnougReChdecrh

The Revd Tim NoviAnnglican Team secretary
892209; twgn@marl bor oun@hd dl. lad@éd .icragt eam@t i scal
Seni or CMarpllladmmgugh CoGhuergeeh Cottage, Silverl e

.512367593 815609

The Revd Pete SaiMsdbWhys, 0900 to 1300)
512364; revpetesainsbury@mail . c

om .
Team Vicar and Worshi Mét hodpst Of fice Co
St Ge®rRreeshute & The 0oMasrel4b oorgo2uogoh?

Anglican Team of fice@christchurchmarl b

The Revd Stephen Skinner

51245&y. stephen. skinner3@gmail.com
Minister, Christchurch Methodist

The Revd Chris Smith

T HE
MERRIMAN
PARTNERSHIP
SOLICITORS EST.1728

O Property O Wills O Probate O Family
O Employment O Litigation O Mediation

HUGHENDEN HOUSE, 107 HIGH STREET Tel: +44 (0) 1672 512244
MARLBOROUGH, WILTSHIRE SN8 1LN Fax: +44 (0) 1672 515871

WwWw.merriman-partnership.co.uk
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Chri stmas Services 202

All the churches of Marlborough wish you every blessing for a peaceful and hapy
Christmas.

Sunday 17th December

10am All Age carols (Emmanuel, New Road)

4.00pm Carols by Candlelight (Emmanuel, New Road)

5.00pm Carols by Candlelight (St Mary:¢
6.00pm Carols by Candlelight (St Geor ¢

Wednesday 20th December
6.00pm Beer and Carols (St Maryds chur

Thursday 21st December
5.45pm Community Carols, Barton Park

Friday 22nd December
3.00pm Singalong Nativity (St Georged:

Christmas Evé Sunday 2dDecember

9.00am  Team Holy Communion, (St John the Baptist, Minal)

10.30am Quaker meeting for Worship

11.00am Mass (St Thomas More)

3.00pm Crib Service (St Georgeds, Pr es
60 Family Carols and Chocol ate (St

4.00pm Christmas Family Mass (St Thomas More)

5.00pm Minal Village Nativity (start at the Horseshoe Pub)

9.00pm Christmas Vigil Mas<Carol singing from 8.30pm (St Thomas More)

10000pm First Communi on of Christmas ( S

11:15pm Mi dni ght Communi on (St Maryds,

continued....
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Christmas Day

8.00am Holy Communion, (St Maryds, Mar |
9.00am Family Communion, (St John the Baptist, Minal)

10.00 am Family Service (Emmanuel, New Road)

10.30am Quaker Meeting for worship

60 Family Communion (St Georgeds,

60 Family Communion (St Maryods, M.
11.00am Mass (St Thomas More)

Sunday 31st December
10:30am Team Holy Communion, (St Maryod:

Family News Naomi Pai

Michael Hart CBE 1.5.1928 30.10.2023
Michael died peacefully in Marlborough onh @6tober aged 95. Graduating
from Keble College, Oxford, he devoted his life to teaching. He held thre
Headships: Mill Hill, then at European Schools, Mol, Antwerp and later i
Luxemburg before becoming an HMI and adviser to the British Government ¢
education. He was known for his talent helping students to find their path in |i

and his enthusiasm for a greater emphasis on technical educatioK.in the U

Mi chael moved to St. L u k e-fwer, courteoRsO 0
and kindly, selecting books in the White Horse bookshop, enjoying concerts at
Peterds and the Col |l eg eonAvon h madk may e
friends in the town. Michael was etbwn and respected for his talks at the
Mer chantds House and St . Peterds a
Affairs and German until shortly before his death. He raddvgénd courses at
Mar |l borough Coll ege Summer School u
endured, he was researching Al and Chat CPT shortly before he died.

Born in Putney in 1928, Mi chael 0s
seconded from Berlin as an adviser to the GWR. They returned to Berlin in 1¢
with Michael speaking English and possessing an English passport, later to sav
life. He attended the French Lycée in Berlin. As the Nazis gained power, his e
brot her | eft Ger many and Mi chael W
attentiond due to his English passpc¢

continued p.23
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Nat ure Not es Robin Nel

0These are a few of my favo
Someti me in December, as the first
through the lettelbox, | thumb through the diary and recollect the special creature
| have seen over the year and cherish in my mind.

Therobin is not a bad one to start with. It has a song for every season, and w
that red breast, restless manner an
the nationés favourite bird.

Amongst our wintering birds is a rather special finch that lingers on tilk Marcr
the brambling. | heard its distinctive, nasa
morning walk. After a few minutes it perched on a bare tree with a few simil:
looking chaffinches, a male, with dark head, orange belly and shoulder stripe.

In March, searching for partridges on the approach to Windmill Hill all I coul
see on a bare field was a clod of earth. But then it came to life, lardouely
harewith big ears and a lolloping gait.

Spring is the time for the endless singing of the skylarks and the arrival of ¢
summer visitors. On April i cockredstart appeared on a barbefte fence in
a local meadow, en route no doubt for some distant welsh location. The na
Oredstartdo refers to its red tail, \
to attract a mate.

One of my favourites amongst the many early flowerskimgioep, which |
usually find in damp river margins alongside clusters of cowslips.

| see that in May and June | went searching for butterflies in various locatio
the list included marsh fritillaries, Duke of Burgundy, and best of all the gorgec
adonis blue,the bright blue wings brilliant alongside the duller common blue.

Spring turned into summer and more memories flood the brain: nestir
swal |l ows in the church porch, a he
6churringdo at dusk in a woodland c
kingfisher darted over the water while | plied my rusty angling skills on the Rive
Avon near Amesbury.

It brought back another memory from way back when | was a coarse fisherm
trying my luck with a ledger line on the River Thame in Oxfordshire. | was waitil
for the line to twitch, and when it did and | looked up a kingfisher was perched
the tip of my rod looking keenly into the water. After that moment | gave uj
fishing and became a birder.
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Michael Hart obituary continued,,,

He avoided conscription, escaping to the advancing Americans shortly bef
his 17 birthday. He crossed their lines at night calling in English that he had
English passport. Until the end of WWII Michael worked as a translater for tf
United Nations and later at the Nuremburg Trials.

He will be much missed by his beloved family. His younger sistecgased
him, leaving two nephews and a niece and their children.

It was a privilege to have known him. His many students feel the richer for it.

Submitted by Sue Sykes

Congratulations to Eileen and Eric Gilbert who celebrated their Diamon
Wedding Anniversary with a lunch for family and friends in October. Their so
Rev Howard Gilbert, who is Rector at Holy Trinity Minchinhampton, was ther:
along with his wife and daughters. Howard went to school at St Johr
Marlborough and grew up within the Methodist Christchurch fellowship. Althoug
not native to Marlborough Eileen and Eric have lived in the same house sin
1965, were both teachers locally and held various offices in the local Methot
Circuit, a testament to Christian Faith and a long and happy marriage.
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