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Marlborough St Maryõs  
Window on the World 

Our whole school topic for Term two was Window on the World. The children set 

off on exciting adventures to explore different countries, cultures and phenomena. 

This topic also allowed them to explore literary traditions of different countries or 

stories set within that location. 

Amazed by the natural wonders of the Aurora Borealis, the Year Six children 

completed some powerful descriptive writing and then tried their hand at 

persuasive writing to encourage people to visit Denmark. Have they succeeded in 

their mission? 

Also exploring Scandinavia, Year Five came face to face with the gruesome 

monsters that Beowulf and the Geats had to battle against. The children read the 

story, adapted by Kevin Crossley-Holland, and predicted their own endings. Linked 

to this, they designed and created their own raised images of one of Beowulfõs 

gruesome foes!  

Visiting modern day Greece, Year Three explored the current and sensitive issue 

of refugees. They read a book called ôThereõs A Boy Just Like Meõ which explores 

the similarities and differences between a boy in the UK and a refugee. The 

children were amazed to find out that this book was written by Frasier Cox when 

he was just nine years old! The text clearly had a significant impact upon them as 

the writing produced was very thoughtful and emotive.  

Gemma Harris, Teacher 
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Refugee Childrenôs Letters by Year 3 
The children imagined they were refugees and wrote letters to someone they 

left behind telling them about their experience escaping their home country 

and what it was like in the refugee camp. 
 

Refugee Letter               by Peter 

Moria Camp, Lesbos, Greece 

Monday 22nd October 2018 

Dear Granny and Grandad. 

I hope you are safe and together. The night we split was terrible. I was hysterical 

for hours after we separated. I was heartbroken when I looked behind me and you 

could not catch up and I knew I had lost you. I was petrified and devastated but 

Mum was emotional. We are all homesick. 

When we arrived, I smelt an eye-watering smell! I looked at the row upon row of 

tents and there is a putrid smell about everything (it probably came from the 

sewers). The tents are in cramped conditions and you have to walk six miles to get 

food and drink. I was hungry but I got used to it ð now I feel safe. 

Every day we go and get our food for the whole day and then I go and play. I 

like playing ball the best. My hopes for the future are that I get to see you again, to 

be safe, to go back to our home country and to live peacefully. There are lots of 

children like me and we play lots of games together. We wish you could come and 

join in.  

I hope I see you soon. 

Lots of love from Peter xxx 

by Phoebe 

Dear friend. 

I hope you are safe and sound? I was hysterical when I looked back and you 

werenõt there. Me and my brothers were homesick the whole way there. I couldnõt 

stop thinking about you. I really do want to know if you are safe I really do. I feel 

like that was the last time I will see you. I guess it was. 

When we arrived, I was starving for food! I stopped crying because I smelt a 

putrid, eye-watering smell. Now I have been here a while, I have loads of friends. 

We play tag every day. Sometimes we get homesick! 

My hopes for the future are to see you again and stay with you forever and to be 

peaceful and safe. I hope you have that now.  

Lots of love, Phoebe 

P.S Hope I see you again! 
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by Leila 
Dear Oma and Opa. 

I hope you are okay because when I noticed you had disappeared, I was 

heartbroken and as my Mum and Dad dragged me and my brother along I cried 

and wailed for hours and hours. I felt like my whole heart had smashed into 

thousands of pieces. As we walked further and further away from you I became 

more and more homesick! I had millions of butterflies in my stomach when I lost 

you and I thought I would have them forever. 

When we arrived, I smelt the putrid smell but I soon got used to it. Every day I 

walk to get water and after I play with the other children that are here. We hope 

you have food because we donõt so we are starving all of the time and we donõt 

have breakfast, lunch or dinner. 

I really hope we meet up again because we all want to see you again. I also hope 

we can go back to our country to live together nice and peacefully. 

Lots of love from Leila 
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Volunteer wanted - Family News compiler 

We are immensely grateful to Audrey Peck who has been compiling Family News for 

Tower and Town most splendidly for the last six years, She is now retiring, and we 

are looking for a replacement (or two - the job could be shared). If you are 

interested, please contact the chairman, tel: 516830.  
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