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Remember 

One hundred years ago this month the guns fell silent - guns that had raged 

and roared for over four years across large parts of the whole continent of 

Europe and further afield as well. This issue is dedicated to the memory of 

all those, especially from the neighbourhood of Marlborough, who fought 

and died and survived in the Great War. 

There is inevitably a bit of History to remind us of what went on and why 1914-

1918: Michael Hart has given us a very clear and concise assessment of what it was 

all about; I have attempted  to  explain  why  it  went  on so  long  and  was  so  

destructive; and Allan Mallinson explores the issues around the end of the war. 

Barney Rosedale reminds us of the part the Quakers played one hundred years ago; 

Andrew Ross has  unearthed  from  the  archives a picture of  Marlborough on  

November 11th 1918; and Jane Nicholson recalls the impact a visit to Western Front 

had on her four years ago. 

To bring the focus of this issue to bear on local people,  I have included four 

stories from the parishes of Minal, Preshute,  St Mary's and St Peter's from one 

hundred years ago. The names of those from here who sacrificed everything are 

inscribed in our churches and churchyards, as well as on the town memorial. 

In addition to the many parades and services that will mark the centenary of the 

Armistice, there are many events locally to commemorate this historic occasion - 

you will find these itemised separately from What's On - and I hope that many will 

be able to take part, so that we can all truly say - "We will remember them." 

 

Front cover  (clockwise from top left):   the memorial  cross at  St George's,   

Preshute; the names of some of the missing from the Wiltshire Regiment on the 

Menin Gate in Ypres; the Lutyens monument to the missing on the Somme; the 

names of the dead on the Marlborough town memorial. 

David Du Croz - Editor 

Compiler: Peter Noble Proof readers: Mike Jackson, Julia Peel 
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World War I: What was it all about? 
   Michael Hart 

In 1914 a brutal war put a sudden stop to the largely peaceful 19th century. It 

had owed its relative stability to the balance-of-power strategies of the 1815 

Congress of Vienna and had witnessed remarkable material, intellectual, and 

moral progress. 

Why did this happen? Historians don't agree. Some argue that big events do not 

necessarily have big causes. Human folly is sufficient. Better statesmanship could 

have averted war. The culprits were bungling monarchs, reckless generals, inept 

diplomats. Europe "slithered" into war, according to Lloyd George. Everyone was 

sleepwalking - the whole thing a ghastly aberration. 

To others the war was the inevitable clash of European nation states that had 

previously carried out their rivalries scrambling for empire in Africa and the East 

and for the spoils of the collapsing Ottoman Empire - a powder keg that only 

needed a spark. 

To others, again, it was all about Germany: recently united, rapidly becoming the 

leading scientific, industrial, military power, aching to expand, she was simply too 

powerful for the stability of Europe. Big events do have big causes. 

But some points are clear: it was not a war of rival ideologies because everyone 

shared the aggressive nationalism of the day, underpinned by twisted Darwinian 

notions of "the survival of the fittest". It was fought for European dominance. 

Only few actively sought war, but these few mattered - generals in Berlin, Vienna 

and St Petersburg. When war broke out it was initially greeted with patriotic 

enthusiasm because people expected it to be short, clinical, and successful. 

Kitchener and Moltke were among the few who realised it would be long, bloody 

and destructive. 

And everyone agrees that the consequences were catastrophic. It destroyed the 

19th century civilisation which had allowed a confident, educated middle class to 

emerge. It put an end to the central role Europe had played in world affairs for 300 

years. It made possible the Bolshevik revolution in Russia, and set up America as 

the new international arbiter. A vindictive peace prevented reconciliation and rapid 

economic recovery. Every country had to live without its "lost generation". Liberal 

democracy now faced two deadly opponents - communism and fascism. 

The Paris treaties replaced four multi-ethnic empires with 13 new nation states, 

trusting the principle of ethnicity, of the "self-determination" of nations to restore 

stability. A costly mistake: nationalism, as we found out later and are seeing again 

today, has to be tamed not inflamed. 
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WWI: why so long, bloody and destructive? 
   David Du Croz 

Most people thought it would be over by Christmas. Surely this little family 

squabble could be sorted out by a few short sharp battles, a bit of strategic 

military manoeuvering, some diplomatic deals. After all the most recent 

conflict between French and German forces back in 1870/71 had lasted just 

six months, and involved the mobilising of no more than half a million men 

by both sides. Great power struggles had largely been resolved by distant 

colonial conflicts or by proxy European wars, such as had been happening 

in the Balkans. Why should this war be any different? 

But times had changed and the battlefield had become so much bigger. New 

weapons of industrialised mass destruction meant an inevitable increase in 

casualties, and for the first half of the war they were weapons which favoured the 

defender. Not until significant advances were made in aeroplanes, tanks, and 

infantry weaponry would the attacker begin to have the advantage, and therefore 

the opportunity to bring this war to an end. Likewise the tactics employed by 

commanders in the field had to be completely re-learnt, developed and applied. 

The mobilisation of huge numbers of trained soldiers, and the ability through 

railway networks, and by both road and sea, to move these large professional 

armies around Europe made possible the evolution of continental strategies. More 

men could now be thrown into battle in more places than had ever been possible 

before. The scope and size of the conflict meant that a long war with growing 

numbers of casualties was inevitable. The German Schlieffen Plan of 1914 and the 

Kaiserschlacht of 1918, just as the British Gallipoli and Palestinian campaigns of 

1915 and 1917/18 respectively, are evidence of the far greater scope of strategic 

possibilities available to commanders. 

Likewise the ability of governments to mobilise societies and economies for a 

total war effort meant that countries could sustain a war of this scale of ferocity for 

longer. Consider for example the production of shells, propaganda and publicity, 

recruitment and conscription, all of which could now happen on a scale that 

previously would not have been possible. 

It is true that both generals and politicians on all sides made mistakes that 

prolonged the war and increased the casualty toll. It would however be wrong to 

adopt an "Oh-What-A-Lovely-War" attitude to those in authority between 1914 

and 1918 - the generals were certainly not the "incompetent swine" of Sassoon's 

poetry, but men struggling in unfamiliar circumstances to fulfil their political 
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masters' wishes with inadequate means. And by some twisted paradox, the political 

leaders found themselves more and more reluctant as the war progressed to 

contemplate anything but the enemy's unconditional surrender to justify the ever-

increasing sacrifice of their countrymen that such a policy perpetuated. 

It is easy to stand on the slopes of the Passchendaele ridge amongst the 11,871 

headstones of the Tyne Cot cemetery, and to rail against the stupidity and 

inhumanity of man; but 100 years ago there were no easy solutions or quick 

conclusions to the complex causes that had sparked this conflict. 

ñBrilliant Young Musicians in St Peterôs Churchò 

Sunday, November 18,  7.30pm 

Peter Harris  -  Tenor   Hamish Brown  -  Piano 

Their wide ranging programme will include:-     Lieder by Clara and Robert 

Schumann and Benjamin Brittenôs - Seven Sonnets of Michelangelo.  
 

Tickets £10 from White Horse Bookshop and Sound Knowledge 
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