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Editorial

Audrey Peck has compilédmily Newsr us since August 2012. The detailed
knowledge of Marlborough families that has come her way and that she has sh
with us has given every issue a feel of the town as a community. Huge thanks!
is followed by Jessy Pomfret, who will be assisted by Jenny Noble and no dc
other helpers, too.

Concern for the place and for the people in it inspires volunteers. In this isst
Andrew Ross shares the archive that he has created of the Marlborough men

fell in the | ast year of the First
memorials erected in local villages is displayed on the Marlborough Hist
Societyds website,; Bruce Hayll ar an

Forest; Caro Strover gives young people in her project, Thriving Through Ventu
a lifeenhancing experience, by pairing them each with an adult working either h
or in Gunjur. Debbie Guest contributes a book review and Karen Osborne
recipe. Barney Rosedale and Bill Yates write on thewig®lgroblem of illegal
drugs, which has been recently pinpointed as a matter of local concern, t
Heather Cooper writes her last clergy letter for us and we wish her well when
moves on in the coming summer.

Above all, we salute the late Michael Gray, who set up the Civic Society and
the inspiration behind the <creatio
opinionated, challenging, irascible and charming, he insisted that Marlborot
recognized its own architectural history and applied the best standards
conserving it. John Sykes makes clear the huge debt that we all owe Michael.

John Osborne,

Front Cover: Savernake War Memorial, by Mary Spender

Compil er: Rob Napier Proof readers: Mi ke Jack



Vol unteering I n Saver
Bruce Hayl |l ar

Once a month, booted, weatherproofed and carrying a picnic lunch, | head
Eight Walks in Savernake forest to meet a small group of volunteers led by Nil
our Forestry Commission Ranger.

Savernake is a very special place, a rich and varied habitat for plant and ar
wildlife, designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Pla
Ancient Woodland Site (PAWS). It was old in 934 AD and very old now, as ma
of its famous veteran trees testify.

The Forestry Commission (recently renamed Forestry England) runs t
volunteer group aiming to engage the local community in the care of the anci
woodland, help conserve the wildlife and ancient trees and maintain thedorest
wonderful place to visit. But Savernake is not only a nature reserve; we also net
understand how the care of veteran trees and associated wildlife is balanced
extracting high quality timber and growing new trees to provide timber for futu
generations.

OQur group heads off to wherever N i
tools and begin work. The tasks depend on the season but include coppic
haloing, clearing around ponds, tree planting, and litter picking. Short rotati
coppicing, an ancient tradition, is the repeated cutting of hazel or other trees dc
to the stump or oO0stool 6. The regrow
timber, creates prime habitat for butterflies and other wildlife. Haloing is tf
clearing of encroaching trees and undergrowth beneath the canopies of vet:
trees. This helps prolong their life by removing competition and giving them spe
and light. It is ironic that to preserve the forest, we spend much of our time cutti
things down! Another traditional practice is grazing by park cattle, hopefully to
re-introduced this year.

There is only so much a small group can do in such a large forest but every |
helps and we believe we make a difference. And what benefits do the volunt
enjoy? Once or twice during our day we stop for cake and hot drinks brewed o
Kelly kettle. There are occasional educational sessions on butterflies, lichen
fungi. Above all, working in the beautiful surroundings of Savernake is a posit
and rewarding activity, promoting good physical, mental and emotional wellbeint

If you are interested in joining the group, please contact Nikki a
Nikki.morgans@Forestryengland.uk



The Ol d Oaks of Saver

John Osborne

Now is the season of the year to admire the ancient oaks that we are so fortuna
have on our doorstep in Savernake Fdyesdt the Spring, not the Summer,
despite the attraction of the trees when they are in full leaf. In the Winter, t
leaves have fallen and the undergrowth has died back and through the more re
plantations of oak and beech you can see the thick, knobbly trunks of many
oaks with their heavy writhing branches, many of them collapsing under their o
weight. They are a stunning sight. No wonder they are given names such as Kir
Limbs and Spider Oak.

These oaks are wonderfully aged. Big Bellied Oak, suckreowelfeature by
the side of the A346; Cathedral Oak, on the northern boundary quite near t
picnic site; and the sad remains of
the far end of the forest, each have girths of approximately 10 metres, which g
them an age of roughly 1,000 years. Two of these are hollowed with age: ul
Dukeds Vaunt, according to traditio
there was enough room to shelter a choir of twenty boys. These trees are arn
the oldest oaks in the country; one of them may be the oldest.

Twentyfour of the ancient oaks of Savernake are named and nearly all hg
boards situated below to identify t
smal | charge in St Peterds Church (
these treesand on the way you will see scores of others that you will guess frc
the girth of their trunks and twisting of their boughs are old enough to b
candidates for appropriate names. Hug an oak! One span of your arms eq
roughly 100 years of growth!

Oaks are a major element of our national history: it took 1,400 to provide t
ti mber for Salisbury Cathedral and
Victory. The demand for timber for shipbuilding in the 18th century was so seve
that during his lifetime one worried landowner trod 900,000 acorns into the soill
he walked around his lands. No wonder that Hearts of Oak is the march of t
Royal Navy and that the oak leaf is the symbol of the National Trust.



What 1 s Prayer For?

Faith Leaders and Thinkers di s

Last autumn the College hosted a discussion in the newly refurbished Memc
Hall in which four faith leaders and thinkers presented their thoughts on Prayer :
answered questions. Your Editor recalls some of the points that struck him.

The Bishop of Salisbury, the Rt Rev Nicholas Holtambegan by saying that
we all pray instinctively, but that we can be taught to pray, as the disciples reg
to Jesus showst he request that produced OT
prayer is to 6place ourselves in th
to change ourselves and to strengthen the qualities that we need as members ¢
community.

Munawar Hussain, a Muslim Imam, told us that according to The Koran
creation is in a state of perpetual prayer with God and that when Muslims pray t
tune into the rest of creation. After ritual ablution, a washing away of sin a
material distractions, prayer brings you near to God, to worship God as if you
him, to have an intimate conversation with him. This concentration bring
emotional release and mental peace. Communal prayer and its movements
important as a social leveller.

Madeleine Bunting, a journalist, spoke about the practice and benefits of

O6mi ndful nessad, a word she preferre
exposed to stimuéasdoonof andi nhe a&baows
turn the sound downo, to meditate, 1
we can cultivate an openness, a ©01lo

to O6achieved.
Dr Tony Stoller, brought up a Jew and now a Quakemointed out that,

whatever oned6s religious allegiance,
faiths, personal prayer is much the same; Jews and Quakers both believe th
prayer we encounter the divine. He
change the external wor |l d; it has ¢

prompt God to action, but to give us the resolve and strength to fulfil th
obligations that are on us.

What happens in intercessionary prayer, then? This was explored in discus
afterwards. Two repli €Prdyem) thtaoed dpse
ando ( Prayer) is the economy of |l ove:

John Osbor



A.D. Draughting | T M Decorators

Plans Drawn for:
Extensions | Conversions Interior - Exterior : Coving and Artexing
Planning Permission & Building Regulations : . .

Retired after 40 years : Retired prices!
T: 01672511412 | m: 07791 341698 Call for a free quotation

email: alex@addraughting.co.uk 01380 724897 : 07960 2000086
www.addraughting.co.uk .

Leathercraft Maw(iorougl% CHRIS WHEELER CONSTRUCTION

For fencing and associated work
JEAN UPTON Contact the specialists
All types of fencing supplied and erected

& PRESENTS LARGE AND SMALL Driveways and road constructon
OLD HUGHENDEN YARD, HIGH STREET Quality assured to ISO 9001:2000
MARLBOROUGH SN8 ILT Tel: 01672 810315

TeL (01672) 516 065 Email: cw.cw@btinternet.com

FNE QUALITY LEATHER GOODS

-~ '.‘ Fumniture Restorer, Upholsterer

The Hair and Trichology Clinic I < Cah‘m Mﬂiﬂ
Hair & scalp consultant who can treat and advise you about
scalp disorders, psoriasis, dermatitis, itching, hair loss etc. X /q [
Wig, Hair Design, Affordable hairdressing. reu) (Bfenmln

7 High Street, Chiseldon, only 7 miles from Marlborough
01793 740147
www. hairandtrichology.co.uk

'Hunp.uf i Farm, Burbage, Marlborough SN'S 3BT

M: 07769 833 939

CHARLES S. WINCHCOMBE & SON LTD. est. 1932
THOMAS FREE & SONS est. 1875

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MEMORIAL CRAFTSMEN

www.wiltshirefunerals.co.uk
wiltshirefunerals@gmail.com

01672 512110 01380 722500

Albert House, Registered Office: Winchcombe House,
The Parade, Marlborough, SN8 INE. 37, New Park Street, Devizes, SN10 1DT.




Apartments and houses are now available to buy in four well designed,
purpose-built developments for the over-55's, Town Mill in Marlborough
and three in or around London.

Each properly is equipped with 24-hour
emergency systems and every development
benefits from beautiful landscaped gardens,
communal facilities such as lounge, guest
suites, resident house/estate managers and
on-site parking.

Availability and more information about
each development - Osprey Court (NW3
7AA) near West Hampstead, Heathside
(NW11 7SB) near Golders Green,
Challoner Court (BR2 OAB) in Bromley and
Town Mill (SN8 TNS) in Marlborough -
can be viewed on the website
www.ospreymc.co.uk

For further enquiries, please contact Lorraine Wash on
(020) 8569 8364 or email lorraine.wash@ospreymc.co.uk




Cl er gy Helaenet ecbhoper

As | write this, 2019 is only a few days old and life is beginning to get back
nor mal after the festi vi tAHapy New Yedt h
Everyone! o

This is the time when minds turn to New Year resolutions; to going to the gy
or at least taking more exercise, to doing something positive like cutting back
alcohol or eating more healthy food,

Some may already have bitten the dust, others may even last until February
are not very good at keeping our resolutions.

This is also the time when many Methodists all over the world renew tl
Covenant we have with God in our annual Covenant service. We do this onc
year because we know that we slip and fail to be good disciples of Ch
throughout the year. It is an important service for us, reassuring in that it remir
us of Godds faithful | ove and chall
to God.

In a world where, especially for public figures, the past can never be forgotter
forgiven we are reminded that God does not hold our mistakes against us, be |
youthful follies or more serious actions. Like a New Year, the Covenant Serv
reminds us that there is always a new beginning, a second chance.

As we look forward we know that 2019 will bring its share of changes al
challenges. For Christchurch and the churches we are partnered with summer
bring a change of minister. | move to take up a new appointment in the Wirral &
Rev Stephen Skinner moves here from Kent.

We pray that a new rector wildl be
Georgefbs soon.

There will be other changes and challenges too, for all of us. For those w
begin a new year with the shadows of illness and death or anxiety about the fut
pray you wil/l know Godds peace. For
hope | pray that this will be the pattern of the year.

Let us all look forward to the new beginning of 2019. Every blessing!



Il n Memori am 1918

March

PrivateAlbert Henry Choules 2nd Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment. Killed in action.
21stMarch 1918.

Private Ernest John Hutchins 2nd Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment. Killed in
action. 2&¢March 1918.

These two Marlborough soldiers were killed on the same day and the same ac
on the Western Front. Both were serving in th&a&talion Wiltshire Regiment.

The Battalion was manning a forward zone redoubsidvic2th when the British

front line was hit by a massive and overwhelming assault by the enemy. The Br
in total disarray were driven back some fifty miles before they managed to ste
the position. The "2 Wilts redoubt held out for some hours before it was
surrounded and overrun. Such was the confusion of the situation that a roll call \
not taken until ® April when it was discovered that 597 soldiers were missing
Both Ernestds and Al bertds bodies we¢

Second LieutenaBlydney Napier Hillier. 6th Battalion, South Wales Borderers.
Killed in action. 25March 1918.

April
PrivateHenry Hutchins. 2nd /4h Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment. Killed in action.
6th April 1918 in Palestine.

PrivateAugustus William Bell18" Battalion, Durham Light Infantry. Killed in
action. 12 April 1918.

Company Quartermaster Sergézimirles Monro Devis 2nd Regiment, South
African Infantry. Killed in action.2@pril 1918.

LieutenanChristopher Lancelot Usher 2nd Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment. Killed

in action. 28 April 1918.,Christopher was another casualty of the massive assc
on 2¥tMarch. He only joined the battalion oft 38nuary 1918. He was noted on
the roll call on™ April as wounded. It is believed he died whilst a prisoner of wat
He was the son of the Rector of St Peters.

May

PrivateFrederick Dunford. 2nd Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment. Killed in actfon. 8
May 1918. Following the disaster of Rthrch the ® Wilts was withdrawn to the
Ypres sector to rest and reform. The battalion was linked to Bedfords as a
composite battalion. In this state the battalion was again in action as the ent



shifted its point of attack. Thirty seven men were listed as missing in actic
Frederick was amongst them and his body was never recovered.

SappecCyril Victor Jiggle. 17 Division Signal, Company Royal Engineers. Killed
in action. 31May 1918 in Irag.

June

PrivateWilliam Harly Eden. 1st Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment. Killed in
action. & June 1918.

SappeWilliam Thomas Dobson 490 Field Company, Royal Engineers. Died of
wounds. 9 June 1918.

August

CorporalDavid William Jennings 20 (TF) Depot, Royal Engineers. Kent
Fortress Battalion. Died at home from shell shock and mustard gas poisoni
David is buried in Marlborough Old Cemetery. David played first class cricket f
Kent before the War. He played at Lords in 1917 against the Australian and Sc
African Imperial Forces.

PrivateFrederick Evans Hulbert 6th Battalion, Dorsetshire Regiment. Killed in
action. 2@ August 1918.

September

PrivateGeoffrey Lionel Brooke 1st Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment. Died as
a prisoner of war in Germany oH September 1918. Geoffrey was reported
missing in action on 2#May. Postcards were received from him as a prisoner
informing the family he was in hospital.

Able Seamakrnest Gough Drake Battalion, Royal Naval Division. Killed in
action. 8 September 1918.

Private Sydney Beard 6th Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry. Sidney was
accidentally shot and killed by a comradetoSd@ember 1918.

CorporalDavid Charles Rogers6h Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery. Killed
in action. 2% September 1918.

PrivateRichard Henry Wyatt Machine Gun Corps (Infantry). Killed in action.
2t September 1918.

October

PrivateWilliam George Dance 1st /4h Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment. Died of
Malaria in Egypt onh@ctober. William was among a large group of Marlborough
men who enlisted at the outbreak of war and were immediately sent out to India

GunnerGerald Granville Glass 134th Battery, Royal Field Artillery. Killed in
action. 1% October 1918. His older brother was killed in 1917.

Continued on the



Il n Memoricamid&id8

Engineer CommandBCA Hillier. HMS Colombo, Royal Navy. Died at home on
30th October. He is buried in Marlborough Old Cemetery.

PrivateWilliam Mundy. 6th Battalion, Dorsetshire Regiment. Killed in actien. 31
October.

November

PrivateAlbert Victor Robbins. 1st Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment. Killed in
action. # November 1918With the Armistice only one week away the British
fought the last laregeale action of the Great War, the Battle of Sambre, the
objective being finally to break the German resistance. Three Marlborough sold
were lost in this battle.

GuardsmarsSidney George Salter3rd Battalion, Grenadier Guards. Killed in
action. # November. Sidney was the son of a College butler, and a Marlborou
Grammar School boy. His battalion was part of the elite Guards Division. He w
mortally wounded early in the morning.

Second Lieutenar€harles John Norman Adams2rd Battalion, Grenadier
Guards. Killed in actionth&November. He was an assistant master at the College
Like Sidney, Charles also fell early in the morning when his company was caug
the open by devasting machine gun fire. Charles was evacuated to a base hosy
Rouen where he died from his wounds several days later.

Research and text kindly supplied by Andrew

Village War Memoials. Fyfield Lychgate © Mar Sender
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Vil l age WarmnarMegpenddera l

Mar |l borough History Soci
World War 1 Village War Memorials is now complete.

Please go to www.marlboroughhistorysociety.@ndkollow the link to
‘histories’. All 18 villages in our area plus Marlborough College have replied,
current photos of all war memorials in the area are incBahad.villages went to
a lot of trouble to find and send detailed research on the names on their memor
and even contributed a few fascinating contemporary photographs of the scene
the dedication services. We have located memorial halls, church plaques,
crosses, two lychgates and a clock!

The project can now provide a wonderful opportunity for WW1 research ar
analysis in the future, both genealogical and straight historical, of the whole of
area. Further relevant data can always be incorporated.

It has given us great pleasure to make contact with other keen local histori:
representing the local villages surrounding Marlborough, to enable this to hapy
Weshould be very happy for our website to be used to publish other village hist
projects in the future.

etyods

C

=

Further information: Mary Spender, MH$®Brg{@sisender.org

ANX| ETI ES the wglrk, \k/)vhatﬁver i'{(
possi e, y the wlor

ABOUT WA R materials, of the |nei

ME MORI ALS some failures come| of
native expression,| th

FROM THE TIAMBPA&RY 9failBa®es than our |cha
of the past. And wle a

€ We are glad to giveapromenmoeinalkstéhsful d
morning to a lettema haomr Bt HechbheématBak
the distinguished ahémkt edt meimoso atlt | Ak
and Del hi. As he pbieausi édyi ngatweair |chu
memor i al should exmeemds imabts oml ghwuhelhied
of honour to the deatterbmemalrsal sherlj, de
for which they foughtw Weéetaeht i deasitoejtthle
their sacrifice manptnentbenvaway &a&mndom mn
memorials to them waemamgmomakeal ai i mefr el
attempt to realizecihwurchheiartiischardfy
commerce, clock, fédumiadiliy, owestgtree, |ttha
give happiness to mowewey amdeirtesits$ nig,
happiness thahetheynemoed af ear They arje n
happiness of their meononti ay. oMghBalkéolviei
us make our Iovelytwmlclhagngsayleitinrmslpdarin
l ovely, our ugly tawndstloesheugliwnd. And |

With permission from The Times
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Drugs: Doing Less Har
Barney Rosedale and Bill Yates

Of late there have been signs of a public interest in reviewing how we think ab
and address the issue of addictive drugs in our society. This is the first of two T

articles. It covers the history an
Drugsd. The second, in March, wil!/
and possible ways of 6Doing | ess Hal
World-wide production

The drugs we are talking abam¢ mingaltering substances, some legal like
alcohol and tobacco, and some illegal, used by humans for thousands of yea
meet a variety of needs; to reduce physical, mental or social pain, to unwingc
stimulate or to inspire. And some are taken because of addiction. Where do t
originate? Opium drugs are produced in the Golden Crescent of Afghanistan, |
and Pakistan, and in the Golden Triangle of Thailand, Burma and Laos. Coce
and most of the cannabis comes mainly from Latin America. Synthetic and desic
drugs are produced in secret laboratories everywhere.

All these drugs in most countries

Prohibition in the USA

This is a historical case study of a policy that lasted and failed for thirteen ye
By making the supply of alcohol illegal, the production and/or smuggling was ¥
into the control of criminal gangs. For years warfare raged in Chicago and ot
U.S. cities. Corruption pervaded all levels of justice. Intimidation made
impossible to get witnesses into court. When the most famous gangster, Al Cap
was finally convicted it was on charges not of murder and illegally supplying ligt
but of tax evasion! Thousands of Americans died from drinking industrial alcoh
deliberately poisoned by the federal authorities attempting to deter its consumpt
The political system was brought into disrepute by the continued drinking
politicians. Loss of tax revenues from alcohol sales was huge. In 1920 Democ
and Republicans both had majorities favouring Prohibition, but in 1933 FDR w
elected President on a vow to end Prohibition.

Forty years | ater, 0The War on Dru
a century later it has claimed countless thousands of lives. Nixon himself resic
over the Watergate Scandal, but afterwards his chief White House ai
Ehrl i chman, sai d about the O6War on |

OYou want to know what this was
1968, and the Nixon White House after that, had two engmiastiwar left

12



andblack peaple You wunder stand what | &m s

We knew we coul dndt make it illeg
by getting the public to associate the hippies with marijuana and blacks w
heroin, and then criminalizing both heavily, we could disrupt thos
communities. We could arrest their leaders, raid their homes, break up tt
meetings, and vilify them night after night on the evening news.

Did we know we were |l ying about t

So those venal objectives of President Nixon saddled the world with this Dru
War policy that still engages dozens of countries in criminal violence. In Mexicc
just one decade drugs violence killed over 100,000 people. Although the outr
Civil War in Colombia has ended, armed violence continues between cartels an
corrupted police and paramilitaries. Mexico, Colombia and Afghanistan are also
producers of illegal cannabis, as are Nigeria, Jamaica and Paraguay. Who
intimidation and corruption of provincial and national governments by criminals
reducing transit countries in Central America, the Caribbean, and West and Nc
Africa to the condition of failed states. Profits from drugs fund armed groups
many conflicts, for i nstance durin
Afghanistan. The violent death count includes extrajudicial killings in Honduras,
Salvador and Guatemala, and probably more than ten thousand in the Philippil
and perhaps even higher numb e r-relatadn
deaths in China and India. But perhaps the main slaughter of the War on Drug
the toll resulting from the absence of regulatory protection for drug users. These
the deaths from overdoses, from the exacerbation of psychiatric iliness, from us
infected needles, from the poisonous additives used to cligskedhtdrugs and in
the processing of synthetic drugs.

The gains all go to the criminals. Drugs are a very profitable business. In 2
production value of illegal drugs was estimated at $13 billion. Final retail value
free) was $320 billion.

The cost of this war is too high. There must be a better way?

To be continued in the March issue of Tower an

13



Wh &t On

Regul ar events

Every Monday
7.30pm: Christchurch. Marl borough Chor e

7. ®H m: rBenlgi ng pract®BcePresBut &Geor ge
Every Tuesday

2.45pm: The Parl our & Cherlilsotweshhuirpc.h. Wo me
7. P m: -rBenlgli ng pracd&, ckKamltb&toMaghy
Every Wednesday

10am: Jubil eei nCenTterae/.C oDfrfoepe . 12.30 Lunc
12.30: S&, GRoelgetutWednheTddgy Prayers &

speci al service for U5s & carers, follc
1. 8030pm: Town Hall. Sunshine Club for
7. P m: -rBenlgli ng prac@&.icHi ladeBhalllohn

7. 38Q 30pm: &StChvarrcyh Hal | . Mar | . Communi t

Every Thuosdagme Thursdays)
l10am: Jubil eei nCenTterae/.CoDfrfoegpe. 12. 30 Lunc

10:-BD noon: Kennet Valley Hall, Lockeri
Al zhei mer' s Suppo(rEtv.e rOyl 2T2h5u r7s7déa4y8nid.u ) i ng
%pm: Mi |l denhall Village Hall. Mar |l bor ol
A5 guest .1st20TlHR2Wr.s day

7-8. 30pm: Wesl ey Hall, Oxford St. Hangou

Every Friday
1612 noon: Christchurch Crush Halll. Foo

Every 2nd Saturday
1012 noon: Library. Mar |l borough <& nDi str
advice. Help line: 07729 452143

Febr ucaalyendar

6''(Wednesday)
7.30pm Wesley Hall, Oxford SBeredl odW .c
be Spohekwyw members and guests wel come.

14



" Thursday)

7.15pm St Peter's Churdcte Wanlid dHfarBri go
150 yle&a@2 1®m behalf of the KennGrtofatnan /
Beam Engine. Tickets (A5 incl. a cup of

16 Sunday)
11.30am Barbury Raftcecicmtu.r se. Point

11 Monday)

7.30pm Bouverie Hall, Pewsey. The Arts
Matt hew Willlliiaams :de Mor gan:bdVVsctorsawel
A7 Membership Secretary: 07775 683163.

13 Wednesday)

12.30pm 40 St WMRrritdmdsshiWwi de@rwssup Lunch.

7.45pm Wesl ey Hall, Oxford Street. Gar
Sue Cabtitsetrary of Lacoék Abbey Gardens

15 Friday)

Mar |l borough Coll ege. S aAtadoémpHal Endeof

18 Monday)

l1lam. ElI'l endune Community Centre, Wrouq
Gill ®mbreidered with Woodbine and Egl
Furni $6uegss wel come A7. Member ship Sec
7.30pm Kennet Valley Hall, Lockeridge.

Talk by NiclhMdc Uomdleeyground WAB| dnoh Co
members A4.

21(Thursday)

7.30pm St Peter's Church. Mar | borough |
PometKey | idhgeent archaeol ogi caldbNedinscover
members A4.

24 Sunday)
Mar |l borough Coll ege. End of Half Ter m.

7.30pm St Peter's Church. Concert: An e
chamber music group, Tee Trio: Weng Soc
and Laura Jane Armstrong (cell o). Ticke

7.30pm Kennet V&I hgyoHaMlth.i eFibm:

25"( Monday)
St Jsohmcademy. Start of Term 4.
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Mar |l borough Churches

Usual Sunday Service times

Christchurch, New Road (Methodist)
9. 00amervice with Communion (1st Sur
10. 30aMorning Service with Junior Chu

Society of Friends, Friends Meeting H
10. 30aMeeting for Worship

St Ge®rgPreshute (C of E)

8. 00amMoly Communion (1lst and 3rd Sur

10. 00am | Age Service (1st Sunday)
Parish Communion (other Sundays

St John the Baptist, Mi nal (C of E)
8. 00amoly Communion BCP (2nd Sunday)
9. 30amarish Communion (1st and 3rd ¢

St Mmyybehind the Town Hall (C of E)
8. 00amoly Communion (BCP on 4th Sund

10. 00aAM | Age Worship (1st Sunday): F
Juni or Church and c¢r che on all

5.30pmnformal service except on 1st

St Thomas More, George Lane (Roman Ca
11.a0M® Sung Mass (See also bel ow)

Mar |l borough Coldreges Sewn iatest he Col | e

Weekday Services
St Mmry Holy Communion: 10.30am Wedne

St ThomasMaMoesr:e 10. 00am Mon, Tues, We d

St Ge®d®rgel. 30pm Weds: Tea Time foll owe

12.30 pm (1st Wednesday): Ted
a special service for U5s & c
l unch
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Mar |l borough Church Cc

Fr John Bl acker The Revd Tim Novis
5132@mdr | borough@cat hol8i9c2wedbd.;o rtgwgunk@mar | bor ough
Parish Priest, St ThomaeshiMar ecmBfpll@BmoaBh Col |l e

The Revd Dr Janneke Rlageklean®osedal e

515970; jblokland@gmaisl1.20@Bchel @pmaitib m
AssistantMLhlapdémomgh OCwdrhbeedre, The Religious Soc

The Revd Heather Cooper )
5124I5é’ather.cooper432@9b;‘tqrnQ‘@r Epyéédq_dgeh )
H H H | C ristec ur c me
Minister, Chr|stchurct%hlﬁréllpsljfcfcci]lu‘@,rtech office. New
The Revd Dr David Maurice Wi I |
5141d9vid_maurice2000%)/aa roao.c'om IS . .
AssocMiartieMaet porough Ahh4d 3Ry b. anglicanteam@ti
Team Anglican Team Office, Chu
Silverless Street, SN8 1.

FROM THE REGI STERS

Weddiweg congratul at e
14 DecWMambtyn Meade and A@By Austin at| St

Deparwedpray for the families of
18 NovMambgd@agtflicewr y (76) of Col d Ash B
St John the Baptist, Mi nal and| Sh

23 NovBabgaret Rosemary Church (88) |of
West Wiltshire Crematori um, Semi n

24 NovbMmbkael Edwin Gray (76) of Norfthg
St Msaraynd Mar |l borough Cemetery

10 Dec&mbelta Barbara Johnston (94) of F
St Msaraynd Mar |l borough Cemetery

18 DecBmbemnmha@n ctoria Crammond (95) |of
North Wi ltshire Crematori um, Rloy a

19 Decéeabeal@@eirdGegy Rowl ands (71) of Ellcot
Kingsdown Crematd®rium and St Mary

19 December William Thompson All en (|89)
Kingsdown Crematorium
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Mi chael G+2a0yl;@& 1Drdi2b ut
John Sykes

Michael Gray died on 24th November after a short illness.

He was educated at the old Grammar School (meeting Jenny, his future wife
mot her of his three sons, Matt hew,
choir. Initially he trained as a solicitor but the law was not for him. His gre
interest was history, a passion he indulged by becoming a noted antique dealet
some years he had shops in the town including one in Kingsbury Street anc
Cavendish House in the High Street although latterly he traded at an antiq
emporium in Lechlade and at his recently opened shop in Devizes.

The 1960s was an era of terrible destruction of historic townscapes. Mich
mounted a vigorous defence of the old buildings of Marlborough and initiate
several campaigns to save them. In the 1970s he chaired the Civic Society, acq
something of a reputation as amfant territde far as council planners and
developers were concerned.

Mi chael 6s greatest success was in
at things in a different wéythat historic buildings could be given a new lease of
|l ife to give pleasure to a new gene
rare survival, a working building from the Cromwellian era that was virtually inte
he persuaded a muchanged Town Council to buy it in 1991.

Ever since t hen t he Mer chant 6s t
commitment, expertise and knowledge of Marlborough and ofrthertdry. As
Historic Adviser he guided the Trustees on matters such as presentation of
house and its contents, advised on acquisition of appropriate furniture and ot
items, and saw to the establishment of its comprehensive library and local histo
archives. He trained many guides and was involved in setting up the rece
opened museum in the house. He gave talks about the house. He edited al
i ssues (to date) of t Marlborough 3oumndeds verlp a n
high standard both of presentation and of content, a mine of information fc

generations to come. Today the Mercl
The Merchant’s House Trust
Memor i al Appeal
The Memlchhonuse Trust would I ike |to
furniture in memory o fMdamihlaye | arGe ai
donating the sums collected at his
to make a contribution in his -Rwoespsor
511491 katief @merchant shousetrust|. c
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Michael Gray, 1942 2018




Fami | ycoNlﬁiWSd by Audrey Pe:

Congratulations tdohn and Karen Osborneon another granddaughter, Zoe,
born 5th Jan in San Francisco to their daughter, Juliet, and her partner Peter Ka

WhenMichael Graydied we became very aware of what a wealth of knowledg
about the history of the town was Iddtit s mot her 6s f ami |
Mar |l borough from Speen in the 180060
Hi s great grandfather was a veterin
bicycle and toy shop in the High St. His early interest was in old cars. He ran
antique shop in 138, High St. for many years and was the leading proponen
setting up the Merchantodés House 27
and Matthew were comforted to see St Marys Church full for the thanksgiving |
his life. We send all the family our sincere sympathy

Gerry Rowlandslived most of her life in Marlborough. She brought up her
three children, Vicki, Nel and Duncan here, and enjoyed the contacts with a la
extended family locally. She was a lifelong member of St Marys, a bellringer;
Ladi es & Ev e-ledaHgpmeG@rroapufqr yery cnany years; More recently
she loved being part of the Open the Book team, and being able to be involvec
services again. Gerry worked as a physio at Savernake hospital, and then i
community in various roles. She had to retire early due to serious heart proble
and was an invalid for many years, during which time her faith, and the prayer
the church and many friends upheld her. Finally, surgery enabled her to get a
back! She was very involved with the recent major refurbishment at the Con C
in the High St, and served as chairman. Gerry had 5 good years but sadly
suddenly just before Christmas. She will be greatly missed. Our sympathy to V
Nel and Duncan and her close friends.

Joan Stevensdied 6 months after her devoted husband Bill. They lived in
Rockley for many years enjoying travelling, theatre and flat green bowls. She wi
English teacher in West London for her whole career, passing on her love
theatre and literature to many pupils, some of whom have always kept in tol
with her. She had met Bill on a linguistics course. They continued being secret:
to the Theatre Club after moving to Castle Court retirement flats where they h
been very happy. Our thoughts are with her family, and the friends who gave he
much support.

Daniel Claridge and his motheMary, have not only started a new business in
2017 but with friends have kept the seven Car Boot Sales on the Common bring
in funds for Wiltshire Air Ambulance. Last year they raised over £4,000 age
Congratulations to the Claridge family. The first Car Boot this year will be
Sunday, March &7
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Gillian Watson wants to thank the many friends who sent cards and letter
when she was in Amblecroft North, Salisbury. The medical staff there and h
were wonderful. She says we should never underestimate the power of k
thoughts and prayers. Get completely well soon, Gillian

Thanks and good luck dessy Pomfrefor taking over Family News.

A Good Read f membiMi ad e s\

I'm writing this about a month before you're likely to read it, but whatever th
weather might be doing, I'm fairly confident that we'll still all be deep in that mi
winter wantingo-hunkerdown-andhibernate mode. Just the right frame of mind
in fact for a long, sleflowing novel lik©nce Upon A RibgDiane Setterfield.

The story begins one winter night, at some unspecified time in the early to r
nineteenth century, in an inn on the Thames. Out of the wet darkness stagger
injured man, carrying a déadrowned- child. The man collapses, and is tended
to, the girl's body is laid out in a store room. And then the child comes back to |i
fragile but uninjured, and mute. Who is the man, what has happened? Who is
child, and to which, if any, of the people who claim her, does she belong?

A return from the dead can never be straightforward. The lines between t
supernatural, local superstitions, and science are untangled as assorted mys
heartbreaks and family secrets gradually unwind and the child's identity is revea

In reading, as in life, it's good to be open to something different. | say th
because in many ways this is absolutely not a novel | thought I'd enjoy. It"
meandering book, with a large cast of characters; it's not quite historical fiction
not just a mystery. There's a faint suggestion of magical realism (if that's not \
thing- and I'm with you don't be afraid, it's just a hint).

The dense narrative and range of characters is almost Dickensian, but aga
you share my aversion to Our Greatest Novelist, don't worry. It's more like wr
Dickens could be if he just stopped banging his readers on the head to make
point. The writing is stylish without being overblown, evocative without becomir
a pastiche of the Victorian novel, and as much as anything, this is a story at
storytelling. If you fancy immersing yourself (see what | did there?) in someth
engrossing, then | recommend that you allow yourself to slip gently into tl
narrative and go with the flow.

Just enough room to highlight two books | thoroughly enjoyed last year, nc
out in paperbac Old Baggdmelissa Evans, a novel about what happens wher
you've achieved your goals; and Sarah Langford, a practising barrister, take
through a series of (anonymised) cases, demonstrating the workings, successe
failings of the legal systennrYour Defence
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Thriving Thrcauog Bt r ¥een t

What does Thriving Through Venture do and why do we need it? It offer
purposeful learning experiences to young people within our community
Wil tshire, and then in Marl borougho:

2018 was our first year, and we had ten students from different independent .
state schools in the area, working together in both communities on a writi
project, a photography project and a business project. When in Gunjur each yo
person thrived being partnered with a young Gambian, working together on t
projects, such as the beekeeping project illustrated opposite. .

I have worked with children and young people since 1989, Over the last 15 y
| have become increasingly aware of the significant contribution that men
wellbeing has on learning and living. We now understand that specific br
changes during adolescence can contribute to a predisposition to poor me
health particularly with this period of life being very focussed on working ot
oWwho am |, Who do | want to be?6

What in our environment makes our young people so anxious and so vulnere
to low mood and poor confidence these days? Two core factors are a weak sen
belonging and connecting within relationships and community and having lit
sense of purpose. Another is the pressure caused by the current levels
competition for gaining desired employment, professional status, looks and
material wealth.

What can we do about it? In part, we need to move from a suffocating focus
exams and league tables, and, as an example, include in our curriculum rele
practical and purposeful learning opportunities within our communities workir
and connecting with all ages and professions, and then to do similarly in a \
different community.

These young people in Thriving Through Venture were not the norme
candidates who would put their hand up for an adventure like this. However, w
the carefully constructed programme and support, they all took deep breaths
took on the challenge. As one of them reflected TV t aught me 1
your comfort zone, exciting things I

Our evaluations showed that these
because of this experience, enriching them and the communities involved.

We are now planning the 2019 programme. For further information on th
yeards specific projects, pl ease col

Caro Strover is an Edwucational Psy
Charity Registration No: 1177643
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iMany people are frightened of the
and make them as your friend. I have
make and sell |l ots of bee productdé b
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Dianne Mackinder
Funeral Service

S %ﬁjﬁ /(y

On Call Day & Night
01672 512444 or 512516

Wagon Yard, London Road,
Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 1 LH

& KFR

refurbishing furniture
reviving communities
B3 kerwiltshire

The Furniture and White Goods
Charity

To buy, donate or volunteer
Tel 01380720722

Find us on Facebook

Unit 6B(5), Hopton Industrial Estate,
Devizes, SN10 2EU

www.kfr.org.uk

Funeral Service

Local independent family funeral
directors, proud of what we do.

Clear estimates upon request

Pre-payment plans available

Friendly and approachable
team available 24 hours a
day all year round
Parade Mews, The Parade,
Marlborough, Wiltshire.
SIN8 1NE.
Telephone: 01672 511836
www.claridgefuneralservice.co.uk

enquiries@claridgefuneralservice.co.uk
facebook: Claridge Funeral Service

MARLBOROUGH
Podiatry Clinic

10 The Parade, Marlborough SN8 INE

Christine M J Styles
DpodM. MChS, SRCh — HCPC & BUPA reg

Treatment of all foot problems
for
Children and Adults

01672 514581
07910 525376

Professional Advice
Routine & Specialist Care
Nail Surgery
Orthotics
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Cooking with-a Broker
an occasi ona«hres €06 1o Se

Four years after my last accident, | have again broken my right arm. This tim
was a few days after Christmas and so fortunately we were well stocked up
seasonal lefivers and the contents of a hamper. Kind friends have kept appeari
on the doorstep with offerings of home cooked dishes, and so we have lived wel

But there came a time when tileoking vegetables stared at me from the
fridge, for which the only solution seemed to be either to throw them away or
capture my husband once more. | went for the latter.

We concocted an emergency broth from:

1 onion, 2 potatoes, 4 carrots, and 1 leek.

I checked first that there were no rugby matches or quiz programmes on TV ti
would distract my husband, and stood over him while he peeled and chopped
veggies, suggesting, for example, that it is easier to peel the onion if he cuts
half first, and that it is a good idea to cut off the ends of the carrots and the leek.

We then heated some oil in a large saucepan and added the onion, followe
the veg. We found some cumin in my spice rack and added a teaspoonful, be
pouring on a generous pint of chicken stock. When boiling we put in some sal
generous handful of dried marmalade orange peel (brought back from Ira
chopped parsley from the freezer and some dried thyme (from Bulgaria). We t
simmered this for 30 minutes, allowing husband -@amedd rest. You can see
that | was feeling creative, but that husband was getting restive.

Once the broth was cooked, | introduced husband to my portable liquidiser a
set him to work. He liked this bit and did a good job. We added some pepper ar
bit of milk as it was rather thick, and, with a topping of créme fraiche, served
with nice bread and a glass of wine in front of University Challenge for a perf
evening.

The mar mal ade oranges should be in

! al NI 62 NP dzaK ¢KSE- B
5 2dz Syaz2e @AadAisy3d

28§ 2NHIFYAT S dzLJ G2 o GNR LA |
3

2dz INB AYyiSNBaiGSR Ay 22A
ONBGI NBX aA1S 2AtEALFYAY pMMpHY
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News from the Chur che

Mar | borough ChurErdteensal Toget p\
meets at 12.45 on MondayFebruary. The meeting is open to all >B[
Mar |l borough Area Poverty Acuiiun (

meets at the Friends Meeting House, The Parade at 7.30pm on Muonday
February. All are welcome.

Women's Fell owshigp 5

5h February Tea and chat

12h February Members Meeting
19h February Father John Blacker
26h February Maggie Gibbs

5h March Tea and Chat

All meetings start at 2.45pm and are in Christchurch.

Book Club Mustard
Meets on: Thursday February, 7:30pm at The Mustard Se | Seed

di scuss : The Man who Broke into St
Sunday Lunch Club

S
meets on 17 February. To book a place, please ring Christc” | l 2
office on Friday 15th February by 10.00am (513701). Cost £7.5 _.

Empathy and Faith
Tuesday FeBr BOrpym, 25 tC hMiarrcyh | Ma r|l b
Free entry : wvoluntary donatio
Ulti mately, Christians are commande
| ove. Wh at does it mean to | ove |oul
reachi ngot hoeun, buwi tbheémg Thi s eveni.
opportunity to exploriet teher @ adcegn|tth
sharvwadundedinksss at t he heart of h
Christian faith.
The evening Revd. bRr | e®@elbiyy, Haber|i es
screenwriter whose work has won man:
over the world. | n &2 OElaZs theerT ozrogPrmese s th
Pass.iothe | ectures and publishes oh s
relationship between faith and cul t
Colin will also beisleeea dippgpsoure.Lent
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Filling Station f‘

will meet on Thursday 2&eb. A team from Highworth Community
Church are coming to lead a time of worship from 7.30pm. F,
further information, please contact Vincent or Helen Sto
vincentstokes52@gmail.com or: hcstokes@gmail.com; or ring: 516592.

Devotion

The Youth Club for 18 17 year olds continues to meet on Thursdays fdm 7
8.30pm in the Wesley Hall. Volunteers to help the leaders run this group
needed. Please contact Janneke: jblokland@gmail.com or Keit
skylarkhome@btinternet.com for more information.

Wome®m Worl d Day of Prayer

takes place oRriday $ March. Prepared by the women of Slovenia, the theme i

0OCobeverything is ready. o6 There wild.l
Ash Wedne6 0May ch
Services, of fering the imposition

Mar |l borough and at 7.30pm in St Geol
Lent 2019

God of the Gaps
a Lenten jour@degowipteh Madk by RePvedr cDyr

The phrase 0God of the gapso6 is use:
God o0in retreat. 6 According to thes
age when we candt explain the incre

not thought of by believers in this way. God is not a failed scientific theory. God
that in virtue of which we are able to do science in the first place.

In these talks Colin will explore the idea of a God who inhabits and shares
gaps, the Hbetween spaces of our lives and communities, the Lent times, tl

waiting. Colin writes: "as a guide
whose own gospel is full of gaps and interruptions and quésdiotiss all the
richer for it. I n many ways, Markos

The talks will take place at Christchurch, Marlborough, at 7.30pm on Wednesc
13, 20, 27 March and 3, 10 April. Free entry, donations for refreshments.
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